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1 AHE. Reader ſhoukd not 6 Gus ang 
ll. Diſcourſes were: delivered from the» pulpie as largely, 
: as thay are now preſented to public view. "The time allowed 
111 for ſingle ſermons, does not admit of thoſe enlargeme nts, 
1 either in the inluſtration of the ſeveral heads, or in 181 im- 

provement, which may be of ſome ad Ivantage i in reading them. 
For this reaſon, the original plan of theſe Diſcourſes 

(which is ſtrictly adbered to) is enriched with additional 
illuſtrations on almoſt every paragraph ; and the applica- 

tion, of the firſt Diſcourſe, (except the two laſt particulary), , 4 

is, for the m6ſt part, altogether new. What is now of. 

fered on the other nine inferences, was only ſuggeſted * 1 
Fea the delivery, without any farther illuſtration than a 3 
A to be abſolutely neceſſary to ſhew their relation to thotext. 1 
The importance and variety of the matter contained in 

both texts, muſt be an apology for the unuſual length 5 

the Diſcourſes, (eſpecially of the firſt), The ſcope and 

conneQion of the whi o are exhibited in the N 
_ * of their ey 3% OATS ng Eg 
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x. The work of man's REDEMPTION conſi- YL 0 


dered, as comprehending the For grveneſs of - 
| Sin — Tuftification-— - Abeptiin i— ae ration, 5 © | 4 
and — Deliverance fromthe wrath to tome ; in | E 
a way conſiſtent with, the rlecti bee 8 M 
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N. That THE LAW, as a. count of. works, | „ 
CANNO T effect this great work, illuſtrated | : "1 y 
and proved, - - > © >. -. . Ty" 


III. The Reyſon why the law cannot redeem fin- . 1 # 


by L 


ners; viz. in that it is weak through the fleſh, 5 
opened up and enforced, » = - = = * 


PART SECOND. 


Iv. '. GOD, the author of ene viewed i in 


ſeveral characters, „„ „ „ „ 3 56 
v. 7. The An, of accompliſhing the wks of path 5 
redemption; viz. by God ſending his own Son T7 4 


An tbe likeneſs of. finful Jieſh, and [having] _ 1 
in condemned be in whe, Wen —On this. head 


10 are conſidered, 


I, 'T he original Ann of. our 8 
| —GOD'S OWN SON, — 8 26—32 


2, Ide authority he had to execute his 2 
5 fice—God SENT os. 2 - * - 3237 


3 The manner of his appearance on Such 
—in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, = 37 e 
A 4+ His ſubſtitution FOR SIN, explained, 40-44 


5. The 52 of bis ſubſtitution - — Ged 
| hereby condemned fin in the fleſh, - - 1 


PART iF v. 


The APPLICATION, in various * 


7 Contemplate the deplorable circumſtances of hu: 
man nature, in its fallen ſtate, Naga — - 48 


2. The egregious __ of Legal) ifs manifeſted, 0 
3. The 
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matters of the laſt importance, - - - - 56 
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6. The all-ſufficiency and univerſal ſuitableneſs 2 
Chriſt, as a Saviour and Redeemer,  - — 837 
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7. The awful perfections of the Day Weng bar to 1 
our! being, ſaved by faith, — — 2 88 | 
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"Theſe doctrines, which e 9 6 our bigfat and gulle 
fate, by nature the holineſ and juſties of the Yivine lab 
the ſovereign grace of God the ſupreme DEITY and 

proper Sonſhip of the Redeemer—his marvellous ſubſtitu- 
tion—the efficacy of his atonement—the redemption of his 
people—their death to the law, and—their holy walk — 
are of the utm̃oſt importance. They are life-givin g truths, 
which demand the deepeſt attention of every ſinner; and „ 
adminiſter ſtrong conſolation to all that, receive them in J 
faith and love, as the words of eternal life. May the 
HOLY GHOST ſucceed this feeble attempt, ro- 
mote the KNOWLEDGE and EXPERIENCE 2 the 
truth as it is in JESUS! dennen 
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ii : Page 33. line 25. for exellent read excellent. 

| Page 46. line 4. for infling read anfliling. | ls 
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e kee 2 A ry * * I 1 8 mY wo 
=. Hs text Jn 9 dat 3 3 „ 
the various doctrines, which had been largely i E 
x - -plained: and confirmed i in the foregoing part TY „ 
epiltle.“ The e — every 8 and the J „ 
every argument, employed in any partic age of hot ETÞ 
18. bleriation of 5 328 
context. If we ſearch the Scriptures withi the attention 
they deſerve, we, will; every. where, find the conhections 
beantifal and infiructive, the tranſitions ſimple and eaſy; 
be truth which. is in Jeſat, is an Holy: Temple. _.T he 
authority of God. is its firm foundation. The ſeveral 
parts of the ſacred ediſice are perfectly harmonjous; each 
of them is preciſely ſuited t0 its place; and all of them, 
taken together, exactly correſpond. to the deſign formed 
in the depth of the riches, both 7 tht wiſdom and knowlidge 
- of Gog..,, very. article is neceflary and ornamental; the 
| whole, ſyſtem is poliſhed after the fimilitude of a palace. 
hen we contemplate the ' gofirine. which it according to 
2 0 in its union; dependencies, and abſolute per- 
ion, we may > grew! cal to the animal frame: for: as 
us body. 4s. 7,40 and hath; many members, and all the nembers 
"that one bo ing many, are one body; fo alſo 5 hy 
VORD of CHRIST: from ben ” PR 
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2 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
of revealed truth is fitly joined together, and compatied by 
that which every joint ſupplieth,” according to the eſfectual 
working of the ſame Spirit, in the meaſure M4 every part (a). 
Chriſt is the centre; all the lines of faith and duty unite 
in his perſon and mediation. To him give all the Scrip- 
tures witneſs... En gg 5 
Saul of Tarſus, being called by the grace of God, and 
ſent to preach the Goſpel among the Gentiles, ſhewed 
all good fidelity in diſcharging the work of the miniſtry. 
Both in preaching and writing, either to the Jetus or 
to the Gentiles, he invariably purſued his fixed deter- 
mination, to now nothing among them, ſave Jeſus Cbriſt, 
and him crucified (b). - When he writes to the believers at 


Rome, he congratulates them on their FAITH of. the 


Goſpel (c), which ſtamped a dignity on their character 
as a Church of the living God, far ſuperior to the 
fading ſplendor of the Roman Empire in its greateſt 
glory. He well knew that the Goſpel was held in con- 
tempt, and the believers of it hated by the world; but 
he aſſures them, that, inſtead of being aſhamed of the. 
Goſpel of Chriſt on that account, both he and the had 
every reaſon to receive it with joy, and to hold faſt the 
profeſſion of it without wavering. He aflirms, that the 
Goſpel, however it be deſpiſed and perſecuted, is the 
power of God unto ſalvation, to every one that believeth, to 
the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Greet: becauſe therein is the 
righteouſneſs of God our Saviour revealed from faith to 
faith (d), as the only expedient for the redemption of 
ſinners. All the ſacrifices and purifications, whereby God 
inſtructed mankind to worſhip. and ſerve him, from the 
earlieſt revelation of his grace in paradiſe, till Jeſus roſe 
from the dead, unqueſtionably pointed to the righteouſneſs 
of God revealed in the Goſpel: and to diſplay this tran- 
ſcendently- excellent righteouſneſs, in its unvailed beauties, 

and in its grand importance to the falyation of fallen men, 
is a principal deſign of the New-teſtament writings. 

Therein, a faithful God reveals to finners, the EvER- | 
LASTING RIGHTEOUSNESS (e) of his own Son, that every. 
one, without exception, may embrace it as a /e gift, and, 
having put it on,. may wear -it, in time and foreyer, as 
a robe which covers the naked criminal, and recommends 


yoo y' "ly 


) Rom. 1. 16, 17. (6) Dan. k. 24. | 


we 


| * nden duty, ) to unfo 


— 


krrrcrrb BI THE 1015 or 0 vob. 


a bim to the favour of his judge. Tool is 4 a faithful fay aying, | 
and worthy of all ducedtativn, whic 8 
to the chief of ſinners, and” creates the peace of God in 


preſents a door of hope 


the conſciences of all who believe it,  Minifters, far 
ftom being aſhamed of ſuch a Goſpel, ſhould rec on it 
their meat and theit inge (as it is unqueſtionably their 
d, to recommeid, to enforce the 
fof it; and believers ſhould conſtantly glory in this 
word'of truth, as the Goſpel th their ſatuation. . 
' Haying: thus poſed, „e principal fubje&t of the 
Ep iffle, dur Apoſtle p to proye, that both Jews 


alla: Criitites ire all e 02d ly under fin (J); that none of 


Hlam's race is enten fore God ( (8); that they all 


fand l/ on a level, deſtitute of every plea for 


perſonal righteouſneſs (3); 3 that the righteout neſs of, the 
Lord Jeſus, revealed in the Gol] pel, is altogether petfect 
in itſelf, and cannot b joined tp, or aided by, the per- 
formances of men (i); chat. this righteouſneſs is the gift 
of God to A guilty world (2 and. that whoſoever re- 
teiveth abundance 'of 5 and of this gift of Aiko : 

e 


fol iro reign in life, efus Chriſt (I) ; while 
who reject it, and go fe Re 5 eſtabl iſh a righteouſa 
of cher own, muſt Jie i in their fins (n). 

After he has confirmed theſe important doctrines, he = 
MNuftrates them, in the ſeventh chapter, by a narrative of 
the very different views he himſelf had of theſe things, 
b:fore his converſion, and after it pleaſed God to reveal 
his Son in him. While he Rudicd the law of God as 
a diſciple of Gamaliel, and while he obſerved it as a 
Pharifee, he was alive without the law (n). He knew not 
the meaning, his conſcience did not feel the authority, 
of the law of God; and therefore he ſuppoſed Jig 1 | 


as touching the righteouſneſs of the law, 7 (9)... 


had no painful remorſe for fin; he had no 6A We 
of danger. He was alive, as evety formal profeſſor is. 
He belieyed, that he was a favourite of heaven, and an 
heir of eternal life. But, was he really alive? Was he, 
at that time; the righteous, the holy, the blameleſs man, 
he imagined himſelf to be? Quite the reverſe. He was 
alive wirbout the law. He was ſo far from deriving, or 


„ „ M2: > >. 
) Rom, i, it, (e Rem. M. 218, (0 Rom. iii. 19, 20. 
( Rom. iii. 21—31. (i) Rom. v. 15, 16. (0 Rom. v. 17—2. 


lun) Rom, 1 vi, 23. ix. 31, 32, 33» (#) Rom, vii 9. (e) Phil, iii, 6, 
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4 COMPLETE REDEMPTION . d 
pretending to derive, his life from the Goser, that he 
was above meaſure bilaBeQted to its precious doctrines, 
and a furious perſecutor of all who believed it: and he 
ſays, he was alive without the law. Had he known what 
the law of God fequires, had he believed what the law 
of God threatens, and had he felt the weight of its divine. 
authority upon his conſcience ;, he muſt have caſt away 
his vain confidence, and owned himſelf a wretched 
criminal. Such were the views he got of himſelf, . and 
ſuch the feelings of his conſcience, when the command- 
ment of God, ſhining in all the beauties of its perfect 
holineſs, in all the terrors of its impartial and tremendous 
juſtice,” in all its excellency and goodneſs, and in its 
ſpiritual import and ſignification, —enlightened his mind, 
and reached his heart, and pronounced him a ſfinful—a 

guilty—an impotent—a dead man. Then he had ſuch 
an experimental demonſtration of the truth, and ſuch an 
impreſſing conviction of the force, of thoſe doctrines he 
propoſes to our faith in this epiſtle, as ſhut him up to an 
entire dependence on the grace of God, and on the righ- 
teouſneſs of his Son, according to the Goſpel. Then he 
began to regard himſelf as the chief of finners, and to 
glory only in the croſs of Chriſt. Then he perceived, 
that there is no condemnation to them who are in Chriſt Feſus ; 
but that it is impoſſible for thoſe who have no part in him, 
to eſcape the damnation of hell, Then he ſaw, that 
none can be happy under the dominion of ſin; while 
he bears its galling yoke, and is devoted to its pernicious 
ſervice, Thoſe who are ſecured from condemnation in 
Chriſt Jeſus, 'do net walk after. the fleſh, but after the 


- Spirit (p). Having received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, they 


walk in him. The Apoſtle then knew, that juſtification, 
on the foot of the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, . imputed to 
the guilty, and appropriated by faith, is a doQtrine ac- . 
cording to godlineſs. He now tells his friends, that 
though ſin dwelt in him, and chough-he was ftill groaning 
under the cruel] oppreſſion of a body of death; yet, 
amidſt all theſe diſcouragements, he was animated to 
erſevere in the combat, by conſidering, that the law of 
he Spirit of = in Chriſt Jeſus, had made him free from the 
law of fin and death (q); as if he had ſaid, ce Tn me in- 
te deed fin maintains its reſidence, and in me death works 
„ 15 K with 

(2) Rom, viii, 2. (21 Rom, vill. 2, | 
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EFFECTED BY THE SON OF aan, p 


cc with a painful and diftrefling energy; but the law of 
* faith, Which teſtifies of Chriſt, and Which is the miniſ- 
44 tration of the life giving Spirit, hath made me free 
< from the curſe of that law I had tranſgreſſed, and by 
„ which I was bound over unto death.” Now I can 
ttuly ſay, that, under my heavieſt trials, the glorious 
lere of the ſons of God, the day of my complete re- 
demption that draweth nigh, is an object, not only of my 
ardent deſire, but of the moſt pleaſing expeQation. 

Theſe are undoubted] y glad tidings: but does not this 
procedure deprive the law we had violated, of its due 
honour? Does it not ſcreen the ſinner from deſerved 
- puniſhment? By no means. God js juſt, when he juſtifies 
the ungodly; and fin is puniſhed to the utmoſt of its 
atrocious demerit, while the believing ſinner is ſaved to 
the praiſe of his grace. For what the law could not dh, in 
that it was weak through the fleſh, God (hath d one) Lending | 
his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful Heh, and for fi fin, 1 con- 
demned fin in the fleſh. 

This very intereſting paſſage directs our r fixed and de- 
vout meditations, to a chain of truths, which are infinitely 
important to our ſalvation, and remarkably ' ſuite to the 
ſervices of a communion-ſabbath. , May. the Lord ſend 

out his Spirit and his truth, to enlighten, our minds, to 

awaken our conſciences, | and to impreſs our hearts, while 
we attend to the various capital 188 W in the 
text! Where we may obſerve, whe oe | 


i A great and arduous work referred to. 8 6 0 


II. The inabilit y of the law-to effec this work; what 
the law could not do. 


III. The reaſon why the law could not t do 17 in that it 
wat weak through the flaſb. 


TY. The performance of this 1 work fad to 
© GOD alone; what the law could not 2 GOD (bath 2 
done); Ane 


. The means by which: God bath atcoiuplithed be. 
are particularly explained ; God (has done) what 
the law could not do, ef ending his own Son in the 
likeneſs of 4 25 Kalb, a Ver in condemning ſin in 
. the fleſh, x "he . ee GETS 
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s COMPLETE REDEMPTION - 


In diſcourſing on this ſubject, I ſhall endeavour to 
illuſtrate theſe five particulars, which are admirably. calcu - 
hted to humble our pride, and to exalt the grace of God; 
to diſcover our ruin, and to direct our faith to the relief 
provided in the Lord Jeſus; to ſweep away the refuges 


of lies in which we are ſo much diſpoſed to truſt, and to 


eſtabliſh our hearts in the faith of the Goſpel; ip. levy 
ſinners to the enjoyment of eternal life by believing, and 
to build up the ſaints in holineſs and comfort ;' and in a 
word, toedify, to reprove, to correct, to inſtruct us in righ- 
teouſneſs. 8 S ESI 


HEAD FIRST. This text refers to a great and arduous 
WORK to be effected. The work itſelf is not deſcribed in 
the text; but it is largely explained in the preceeding 


chapters, and . referred to in the words now under 


conſideration: WHAT the law could not do, God hath done, 
by ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, &c. + 
That we may conceive aright of. this maryellous work, 
we muſt conſider, what it is the law could not do, on ac- 


caunt of its weakneſs through the fleſh ;' and what is 


that work which God hath done, by ſending his own 
Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for fin condemn- 
ing fin in the fleſh, Now it is plain, that theſe characters 
can only apply to THE wokk of man's redemption ;. A 


work which the law could never accompliſh, yea to which 


it cannot contribute the ſnialleſt affiſtarice. This work 
is eminently the doing of the Lord, who hath redeemed 
the church unto himſelf, by the death of his Son. The 
redemption of ſinners by the blood of Jeſus, is a work 
wherein God hath abounded towards men in all wiſdom 
and prudence. It is the chief of the ways of God, and 
a work wherein his glory is made great. Mankind, being 
creatures, are under a neceſſary and indiſpenſible obliga- 
tion to 'obey and ſerve their Creator. Their redemption 


Is precious indeed; but the honour of God, their injured 
Sovereign, is infinitely more important. Being ſinners they 


cannot redeem themſelves, and they cannot be redeemed 
by any expedient which creatures could either deviſe or 


_ employ ; and ſurely God will conſult his own glory, in 


the redemption he works for his people. 
Their redemption. includes all thoſe\ acts of grace, 
whereby they are delivered out of a ftate of fin and —4 

ſery, 
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ſery, and brought into a ſtate of ſalvation. To mention a 
few particulars: it comprehends the complete forgiveneſs 
of all their iniquities—the juſtification of their perſons— 
their adoption into the family of God—their ſalvation 
from fin — the ſanctification of their whole ſpirit and 
ſoul and body—their being delivered from, and ſecured 
againſt, the wrath to come: and all theſe dignifying 
privileges, as conveyed to them in a way conſiſtent with 

the perfections and revealed will of Ge. 
1. The redemption of ſinners implies the complete for- 
giveneſs of all their iniquities. The. whole world is guilty 
before Gad, who pronounces every one accurſæd, that con- 
tinueib not in all things written in the book of bis holy, ſpi- 

ritual, and perfect lau, to do them (r). A depraved nature, 
- a vain thought, an idle word, languor in the ſervice 
of God, or a defect of. candour and warmth in love to 
our neighbour, are fins that conſtitute us guilty in the 
fight of God; how. much more when we are f/ied with 
al unrighteouſneſs, farnicatian, wickedneſs, covetouſneſi, ma- 
liciouſneſs; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity, 
&c (5) ? The righteous law binds over the ſinner to en- 
dure God's wrath, in a ſtate of endleſs ſeparation from 
his favour, and under the. dominion of fin as a malignant 
diſeaſe, Hence the whole man is infected with the utmoſt 
diſorder; every ray of happineſs is excluded from the 
mind; and the ſoul is, totally alienated from the life of 
God. Till this ſentence be reverſed, the finner is, and 
muſt be, a ſtranger to true comfort: For what” peace can 
there be to the criminal, whom God the Judge of all has 
condemned ? His ſentence proceeds on the cleareſt evidence 
of the crime; and the righteous Judge will never diſ- 
honour himſelf by clearing the guilty, without inflict- 
ing the puniſhment which the crime deſerves. None 
but God can forgive a ſin, committed againſt his law. 
But it is the diſtinguiſhing peculiarity. of the Goſpel, 
to preach unto mankind, the forgiveneſs of fins, through 
faith in the Lord Jeſus. - Here he. proclaims his glory, 
and diſplays his goodneſs, in theſe terms; — De Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracions, forgiving iniquity and 
tranſgreſſion and fin (t). Here he q Lay 2 language of 
majeſty and loving kindneſs, while he declares the exerciſe 
of pardoning mercy to be his unalienable prerogative ;— 

Y) Rom, iii. 19. Gal, iii, 10. (:) Rom. i. 29, (e) Exod, xxxiv, 6, 7. 
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8 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
1, even I, am be that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions for mine cron 
Jake, and will not remember thy fins(a). Unpardoned fin- 
ners are children of the, wrath of that God, who taketh ven- 
geance on his adverſaries, and reſerveth wrath for his enemies; 
who is flow to anger, and great in power, and will not dt all 
acquit the wicked (w). But the redeemed of the Lord are 
a Pleſſed people, whoſe tranſgreſſions are all freely forgiven, 
who/e fin is for eyer cavered; unto whom the Lord, their Judge, 
their Lawgiver and King, imputeth not iniquity (x). e 
2 The redemption of ſinners includes the gracious juſti- 
fication of their perſons. God made man upright, in his 
own image, and after his own likeneſs. The law of God 
was written on his heart, The diſpoſitions of his ſoul to 
' righteouſneſs and true holineſs, were as exact a copy of 
his maker's will, as the impreffion on the wax, is of the 
correſponding ſeal ; and theſe diſpoſitions followed the 
manifeſtations of duty which God revealed, as invariably 
as the needle, touched with the load-ſtone, doth the pole. 
Such was man's priginal ſtate; glorious in beauty, decked 
with honour, ſurrounded with bliſs. - But nan, the one 
man, the firſ# Adam, (who was made upright,'and who, in 
that upright ſtate, was conſtituted the repreſentative of 
his natural poſterity) this man ſought out many inventions; 
he ſinned againſt God; he deſtroyed himſelf, and all thoſe 
he repreſented. Man, viewed as a fallen creature, has no 
conformity, either in diſpoſition or practice, to the law of 
| God; he is not ſubject to it; he is an enemy againſt it. 
He is diſobedient, ungodly, unrighteous; and, to de- 
ſcribe his whole character in one word, he is A SINNER. 
How ſhall ſuch a criminal be juſt with God, who loveth 
righteouſneſs, and hateth wickedneſs? How ſhall he find 
favour with the Most Hicn, in whoſe judgment the un- 
godly ſhall not land (y), to maintain their cauſe, or even to 
ter a plea in extenuation of their guilt ? But it is the 
glory of the goſpel to declare, that God, without impeach- 
ing the honour gf his own perfections, without debaſing 
the truth, the equity, or holineſs of his law, juſtiſieth the 
umgodly, and maketh even the children of diſobedience accepted 
in the beloved (2)? Sinners, believing in Chriſt, are cov?red 
with the robe of his perfect righte ws 5; and coyered with 
5 Do" wn e ; 3 N it, 


0% Ifa. al af. (re) Eph, . 3. Nah. i. 2, 3. (x) Plal, il. 1, 2. 
(y) Pfal. i. 5. (2) Rom. iv. 5, Eph, i. 6, and ii 2. . 
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EFPEC TED BY THE SON O GOD. 9 
it, they become the righteouſneſs of God in fin (e). In this 
robe, they find acceptance with their Judge, and are con- 
ſtituted heirs of the promiſes.” Aſtoniſhing and myſterious 
truths! May our ſouls ponder them with deep and fixed 


$ 4 " 8 
1 


a conſtant ſource of joy unſpeakable! 


* 


3. The redemption of ſinners extends to their adoption 


into the family of God, as his children, * Adam, as an holy, 


upright, perfect creature, ſtood in the dignifying relation 
of a Son to his Creator (5), as well as in the character of 
a Subject to the Sovereign of the univerſe, But man, tho? 
placed in this honourable relation, ſoon degraded himſelf, 
and diſſolved his holy connection with God and heaven. 
Fallen men are children of” the devil—children of diſobedience— 
children of wrath (c). Theſe are their genuine, their hor- 
rid deſcriptions, faithfully drawn by the pen of inſpiration. 
In this condition, they are without God, and without h. 


attention] May they fill us with admiration, and become 


in the warld; aliens from the commonwealth of Ifratl, and 


ftrangers from the - covenants of promiſe (d). They are of 
"their father the deyil, his genuine offspring, who poſſeſs 


his diſpoſitions, who do his works, and delight in his ſer- 


vice ; and they ſhall (if mercy prevent not) receiye their 
portion in the everlaſting fire PISS for ibe devil and his 
_ angels, A ſhocking relation ! a dreadful portion! And, 


to crown all, the faithfulneſs of God is engaged to render 


unto them according to their works. We may aſk with 


wonder indeed, How ſhall God put theſe children of the \ 


devil, theſe heirs of hell, among his children? How ſhall 


he give them a right to all the privileges and honours of | 
his ſons and daughters? Vet this is his good pleaſure z 


for ſo it ſeemeth good in his fight. Behold, what manner 


of love the Father hath beſtowed on us, that we ſhould be call. 
ed the ſons of God ! Is this the manner of men, O Lord God! 
and what can we ſay more! _ ” s | 


4. The redemption of ſinners takes in their ſalvation from 


fin, All have ſinned 155 God, and tranſgreſſed his 
royal law. Sin. is a moſt foul rebellion againſt the Mosr 
Hic, an outrageous inſult upon his authority, and the 
abominable thing which he neceſſarily hates. Sin is en- 
tirely oppoſite to the perfections of his nature, and the 


(a) Ia, lxi. 10. 2 Cor. v, 21. (0 Luke iii, "Oo 
(5) Ich vill 46. Fh. il. 5 3. (% Krb. ü. 320 | 
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10 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
7 reverſe of his holy law. Hence ſays the prophet 

O Lord my God, mine holy one, thou art 7 purer eyes than' to 
behold evil, and tanſt not look on iniquity (e). Sin ſeparates 
from God, and hides his face from the finner. It extin- 
guiſhes the life and image of God in the ſoul where it 
reigns, and fits the ſinner as a veſſel of wrath unto ever- 
laſting deſtruction, Death and hell and miſery are its ex- 
ecrable progeny (). A ſinner, as ſuch, is wretched and 
miſerable, an utter ſtranger to all ſolid comfort, a de- 
voted flave of luſt, and an heir of the vengeance of pro- 
voked omnipotence, The fin of man is a burden, under 
which the whole creation groaneth, under which the un- 
believer muſt for ever fink in the bottomleſs pit; a debt, 
which a man's confeſſions and tears, his repentance and 
reformations, aided by ſacrifices of thouſands of rams, and 
ten thouſands of rivers of oil, (and demonſtrated to be ſin- 
cere, by giving his firſi- born * his tranſgreſſion, the fruit 2 
his body for the ſin of bis ſoul) can never abate, far leſs diſ- 
charge; a „ain, ſo ugly and To deep, that ſnow-water, 
Joined with nitre and much ſoap, (the moſt deliberate re- 
ſolutions, accompanied with the moſt active and zealous 
endeavours) cannot purge away its ingrained pollution; 
a plague ſo dreadful, a poiſon ſo deadly, that it bites like a 
ſerpent, it ſtings like an adder, and never fails to proye 
bitterneſs and death to every unbeliever in the latter end. 
Now, we muſt either be ſaved from ſin, or we muſt eter- 
nally periſh in it. Bleſſed be God for the Goſpel of our 
ſalvation ! wherein he declares, that This is a faithful ſay- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, that Chrift Jeſus came into 
the world to ſave ſinners; to reconcile them by his death, 
and to ſave them by his life: and that {/rael ſball be faved 
in the Lord, with an everlaſting ſalvation (g). 1 

5. The redemption of ſinners comprehends their /anc- 

tification, in the whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body. That 
human nature is univerſally depraved, is a melancholy 
truth, teſtified in the word of God, and evident in our 
own experience, as well as from the obſervations we may 
make on the hiſtory and manners of mankind in every 
ſtage of life, and in-every period fince the fall of Adam to 
the preſent time. The verdi& of God concerning all man- 
kind, upon the moſt perfect knowledge of their * 
1 * 12 885 = 

(.) Hab. i. 12. 13. (/) James i. 15. (g) 1 Tim. i. 15. Rom. v. 10. 

Iſa. xlv. 17. | 
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and diſpoſition, is, that every imagination of the thougbts of 
bis heart (counting them, as it were, one by one, to make 
the account ee and complete) is any evil conti- 
nually (b). . The ſpiritual temple of the' Mos r Hic, in 
man's upright nature, is ſwept with the beſom of deſtrue- 
tion. How doleful is the contraſt in our hearts, to the 
glorious image of the bleſſed God !' Alas l the fiends of 
arkneſs ſhed their baleful influence on the children of 
iſobedience; while Satan, gow become their ſovereign 
Jord, opens wide all the avenues to the human heart, and 
welcomes in every unclean and: pernicious gratification. 
Atheiſm, unbelief, pride, malice, rancour, revenge, un- 
bridled appetite, and inordinate concupiſcence, with all 
their monſtrous train, have taken up 'and fixed their 
abode in what was once God's temple. Wherever ſin 
ſpreads its contagion, and wherever it maintains an un- 
. controled dominion, it is impoſſible, in the nature of 
things, that the mind can be happy, or the ſoul ſatisfied. 
Righteouſneſs may as ſoon have fellowſhip with unrigh- 
teouſneſs, or light have communion with darknefs, or 
Chriſt have concord with Belial (i), as a ſervant of ſin 
a ſlave of corruption can enjoy true felicity, None can 
be happy, without being holy. The holineſs of the ſaints 
is their inward glory, the very image of God enſtamped 
- on their ſouls by the holy Ghoſt, through the belief of the 
truth of the goſpel ; whereby their views, their delights, 
their deſires, and deſigns, are formed to act in a dutiful 
ſubjection to the will of God. Their holineſs is not mere- 
ly a fair ſhew in the ſight of men; their heart is alſo pu- 
rified by faith that is in Chriſt Jeſus : and therefore their 
converſation becometh the | goſpel. The ſaints are he 
workmanſhip of God, created in Chriſt Feſus unto good works. 
Old things are paſſed away, and all things are become new. 
Their holineſs is no leſs the work of creating power, than 
the effect of redeeming grace. 
6. The redemption of ſinners neceſſarily regards their 
being delivered from, and ſecured againſt the wrath to come. 
It is a fearful thing, indeed, to fall into the hands of the 
living God. He hath aſſigned to fin a puniſhment ade- 
quate to its high demerit; a puniſhment which it becomes 
the Majeſty offended by it to inflich. God himſelf will 
(5) Gen. vi. 5, ) 2 Cor, vi. 14, 15, 16. 


his frown ? He is a jealous 


*— * 
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the fleſb of his Son. 8 
- ſufficient apology for the length of this head, which muſt 
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puniſh, And tho can fland when-he is angry? If his wrath 
be kindled but a little, ho s abide even the terrors of 

a fin-revenging God, able 


to puniſh; as well as to ſave, to the uttermoſt. What a 


fearful ſtate then muſt that of a ſinner be, when the Lord, 
to whom vengeance belongeth, ariſes to vindicate the ho- 
nour of his broken law, and to pour the vials of his in- 


dignation and wrath, tribulation and anguiſh, on every 


ſoul that doth evil ! alarming thought! But, happy for us, 
there is hope in Iſrael concerning this very caſe : for Feſus de- 
livers from the wrath to come (t). Bleſſed are the people 
to whom there is no condemnation ; and who are ſo com- 
pletely redeemed from the wrath of God, that, even in 
this world, they walk in the light of his countenance. 
Such are the great deliverances God worketh for thoſe he 
has redeemed from among men ; and ſuch is the help that 
cometh to them from the Lord who made heaven and 
earth. They are not only delivered from, and ſecured 
againſt_the wrath to come; but they are, and ſhall be, 
crowned with pardon, peace, redemption, glory. This 
is the doing of the Lord! O that men would praiſe him for 
his goodneſs, and for his wonderful works of redeeming kind- 
neſs i g Hun m ⅛·⅛ĩ A 
Thus I have ſuggeſted ſome of the capital ideas inclul- 
ed in the work of man's redemption; and have endeavour- 
ed to ſnew you, that it comprehends the complete forgive- 
neſs of all ſin— the juſtification, of life adoption into the 
family of God —ſalvation from ſin - the ſanctification of 
the whole ſpirit, and ſoul, and body — together with a 
deliverance from, and ſecurity againſt, the wrath to come. 


o 


Redemption, in this extenſive and connected view, is 


THAT WORK which the law could not do for mankind- 
ſinners, but which God (hath done) by ſending his own Son 
in the likeneſs of our feſt fleſh, and for fin condemning ſin in 

| he importance of the ſubject is a 


be carefully attended to in the progreſs of 'our diſcourle. 


Every idea in the text immediately points to this great and 


marvellous work, even as the Cherubims of glory looked 
with their faces directly towards the mercy-ſeat. 


Before we advance farther, it may be proper to obſerve, 


that the bleſſings of redemption can only be conveyed to 


| | | __ linners 
(#) 1 Theſs, i. 10. | 
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ſinners in a way conſiſtent with the attributes and reveal - 
ed will of God. His abhorrence of ſin, and his implacable 
reſentment againſt that abhorred: and accurſed thing, muſt 
be expreſſed in a manner that becomes the holineſs and 
tte juſtice of his nature. His threatnings againſt ſin muſt 
be executed in all their inconceivable ſeverity, and his 
wrath revealed from heaven muſt haue its full effect, with- 
out the leaſt abatement, on all the ungodlineſs and unrigh- 
teouſneſs of men. His law muſt be honoured with a liv- 
ing image of. its pwn holineſs, and magnified. by a ſervice 
adequate in breadth and length and ſpirituality to all it ever 
could demaad. In a word, the reign of en ev + 
muſt be eſtabliſhed by ju/fice—ſtern juſtice, 2 with 
unrelenting fury; and by judgment, pouring on ſin all the 
vials. of divine indignation (1). Sin muſt be finiſhed, tranſ- 
greſſion muſt be ended, reconciliation muſt be made for 
iniquity, and everlaſting righteouſneſs. brought in (m); 
then ſhall mercy rejoice, juſtice ſhall ſhicath her ſword, 
grace ſhall reign, . faithfulneſs ſhall lay her hand on her 
moutb, holineſs ſhall ſhine out in her brighteſt glory, and 
every perfection - every reyelation of God diſplay their 
ſweetly harmonizing beauties and delights, in the work of 
man's redemption by the blood of Jeſus, 
HEAD SECOND. Thetextaffirms, that thelawcanmet 
effect this great and illuſtrious work of redeeming ſinners; 


what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the 


fleſh, God has done. A few obſervations will throw all 
the light that is neceſſary, on both the meaning and the 
certainty of the truth, contained in this branch of the text. 


1. It is manifeſt, that the apoſtle takes the lam in a 
proper ſenſe, for any rule of duty which God hath pre- 
ſeribed to men, as reaſonable creatures. He had ſpoken 
of the law of faith, or the goſpel of the grace of God, which 
bringeth ſalvation. to periſhing ſinners, and excludes all 
boaſting on the part of thoſe who are ſaved by it (n). He 
had lamented a Tre bis members, which is ing elſe 
but the remaining corruption of his nature (o). He had 
mentioned, in the verſe before our text, the law of ſin and 
death, whereby he ſeems to underſtand the COVE 31 


h Pha. u. 44. =) D.. u, Wa- 
. : (1 Rom. iu. 27. 1 (e) Chap, vil, a3 
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OF WORKS, which condemns every unbeliever to dis 
in his fins, and to continue for ever under the —— 
of God; And in this expreſſion, tibut the law could Hot do. 
he carries on the ſame idea. By connecting the text with | 
the forogding part of the epiſtle it will appear demonſtrably 
evident, that this is the preciſe meaning of the law, as it 
is here uſed. The apoſtle unqueſtionably means that lato; 
which was written on Adam's heart, and was afterwards 
enlarged by the addition of ſeveral poſitive precepts (503. 
that law; which Adam violated, as à fepreſentative of his 
poſterity (9) ;—rbat law, by the violatioh wheteof, death 
paſſed upon all men as ſinners in their federal bed, and 
judgment came uppn them to condemnatipn (7) ; that late; which 
convicts both eros and Gentiles of fin (5) that low, by 
which every mouth is flopt, and all the world becomes guilty. 
before God (t)—that law, which is Spiritual and ohh, ang juſt 

and good e law, which ſays to every mum, thou /balt 
not covet (ab) ; that law, under which the Son of God, fub- 
ſtituted in the room of ſinners, was born, lived, and died; 
in a ſtate of humiliation (x) that la, which | 
perfect and perſevering obedience, from every child of 
Adam, under the dreadful penalty of the wrath and curſe 
of God, both in this life, and in the world to come ()); 
and, not to enlarge where the deſcriptions are ſo 2 | 
- — 2 _ —— that Inw, 0 
neſs is fulfitled in that believe, the imputation the 
1 —— of the Lord Jeſus li (2). 

The deſign of the text is to deny in che irons as 
that any law God hath ever given to men as à rule of their 
obedience, can either pardon, or juſtify, or ſave ſinners. 
The law given to Adam in . the law of ceremo- 
nial inſtitutions, viewed as a ſyſtem of preſcribed ſervices ; 
and the laws relating to the duties and '6rdiharices enjoin- 
ed under the goſpel diſpenſation, are all equally ineffec- 
tual to diſſolve our obligation to endleſs miſery. None 
of them can redeem our life from deſtructio . 

2. The law which God gave to Adam, was a conſtitution. 
well adapted to his holy flats, and a firm fect | 


Om —_— as yy as he ſhould perſevere in 
obed lence 
) Row. 16, 3 W 1 7] chap. v. . 
6 Chap. iii. 9. 5 6 Pong 5 * ce 10. 14. 
(o) Chap. vii. 7. *) Rom. x, 4. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 


(5) Rom. vii. IO, IT, Gal. iii, 10. (* Rom, vill, 3. and. 4. 


— 


EFFEC TED BY THE SON OF GOD. 1 
obedience to his Maker's will. Moſes deſeribeth the righ- 
reouſneſs which is of the law, that the man which doth thoſe 
things, ſhall live by them (a). The holy law could not but 
approve the good works'of its faithful ſubjects, and mu 
regard, with a propitions ſmile,” thoſe labours of love it 
had preſcribedl. To thoſe unſinning performances, wheres 
in all the capacities, powers and faculties of human na- 
ture miniſtrec in humble ſubjection before their Maker, 
God had a kindly reſpect. While ſig had not yet pollutet 
God's temple, nor defaced his image, and violated his 

law, man was on the high-waß to eternal life. He was 
happy in communion with his Creator and Covenant- 
. God, and was 33 the —_— ht, to the 
perfect day of confirmed bliſs. Life or cath were in- 
ſeparably connected with his obedience or his tranſgrefſion! 

he divine law fecured him-all that-was needful for his 
perſeverance ; and held forth a crown of life, to be con- 
ferred upon him at the end of his probationary rare, 
and, thenceforth, to be worn forever in a tate of happi- 
neſs exempted from even a poſſibility of ever falling away. 

This is a pleafing theme; but hear the mpurnful reverſe: _ 

3. By one man fin entered into the world, and death" by_ 
fa? , Gti paftd ie al hed; fin chat al ol 

| 22 Sin diffolved every friendly connection be- 
tween God and man. Sin turned the artillery of heaven 
againſt the preſumptuous rebel. Sin brought him under 

an obligation to ſuffer a puniſhment, and to make a 
ſatisfaction, adequate to the atrocious defert of an offence 
2 * _ __ 8 Lat Sin fixed a 

great gulph between the Go glory and the apoſtate 

— 8 unſheathed the Kamin ſword furbiſhed 
in heaven, to be employed againſt the children of diſ- 
obedience. The law cannot adjudge eternal life to a 
tranſgreſſor of its 'rigbteous precepts. The character of 
a ſinner is indeed regarded by the divine law, but regarded 
merely as an object of vengeance. Its unalterable verdict 
is—Curſed is every one that continueth not in all things. 
written in the book of "the law, to da them; — t. mam at 


are of the works 'of | the lat, are under the curſe ;—The 


Scripture bath concluded all under ſin; and — The wages of 
fin is death (c). This leads me to obſerve, ds. 
te) Rom. x. 5. (5) Rom, v. 72, (e) Gal, ili, 10, 22, Roni, vi; 23. 
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4. That the law of God can neither in whole, nor in 
part, convey the benefits of redemption to ſinners. "Phe 


language of the text is expreſſed with an energy, perfectly 
ſuitable to the importance of the doctrine it contains. 
Lou will pleaſe to take notice of the emphaſis and force 


of the phraſe; Ibat the law could not do. Had it been 


ſaid, M pat the law bas not done, or what the law. does nat, 


or what the law toill not do; there had been enough ſaid 
to demonſtrate the amazing folly and preſumption of 
going abcut to: gſtabliſb a righteouſneſs of . our own ; enough 


do lap the foundation, of all legal hopes; and enough,to 
God, 


cover the proud phariſee with deſpairing horror. But God, 
the Judge of all, peremptorily declares es, that the law 
CANNOT Do the ſmalleſt good office in redeeming and 


ſaving guilty . ſinners: pat the law .cOoULD NOT Do- 
could not poſſibly. do, in that it was weak through the, flap. 
As many as are of the works of the law, muſt therefore be. 


under the curſe. 


* * 
— 


— 


The good, the perfect law of God cannot reſtrain ite 


fearful curſe from arreſting the inſolent rebel; but uni- 
formly cries, Curſed is every one that continueth not in al, 
things written in the book of the law, to do them (d).—The 


law cannot ſuſpend, much leſs can it remove, the im- 


menſe load of divine wrath from the unbelieving ſinner * 


for be that believeth not on the Son, ſhall nat ſee life; but 


the wrath of Cad abideth on him (e).— The law cannot 
ſo much. as pity .thoſe it accuſes, convinces, and con- 
demns; repentance. being hid from its eyes. The law 


cannot abate in any of its claims: for the law of the Lord 


ig perfect; eternal righteouſneſs is in all its command- 
ments (F7).— The law can neither revoke. nor mitigate 


any of its moſt alarming penalties: for the Lord will by 


no means clear the guilty (g). Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do right, in ſupporting the honour of his govern- 
ment, and in executing judgment on his adverſaries? 
The law cannot juſtify the ungodly : for by the deeds 
the law — of any law, /ball no fleſh be jaſtiſſed in the 
bt of God (b). The law cannot accept a ſacrifice,” 
which is torn and lame; it cannot regard a righteouſneſs, 
which has the leaſt flaw or defect; but invariably. pro- 
nounces the man who offends in one point, guilty of an in- 
bo ke 0 n "kg © 
Gal, iii. 10, e) John iii, 36. „X. 7. ir. 144e 

0 ori xxxiv, 6, 7. 8 — . 0. ＋ 1 To , wa 
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ſult upon that authority, which gives a common ſanction 
to all the duties the law. preſcribes (7). + The Jaw can- 
not put the children of the devil into the number, nor 
inveſt them with a right to the privileges, of the ſons 
of God: for; having found them children of diſabedience, 
it expreſsly adjudges them children, heirs, and objects, 
of the inexauſtible treaſures of the wrath of almighty 
God (4). — The law is ſo far from being able to ſave 
ſinners, that it wor#eth death and deſpait in the conſcience, 
and binds the finner under JEHOVAH's curſe. Hence 
ſays the Apoſtle, the ftrength of fin is the lam (I); that 
is, ſin acquires all its formidable power, (whereby it not 
only ſubjects men to the death of the body, but tranſ- 
mits them to a future judgment, and everlaſting ' miſety,) 
from the holy law of God, armed with its awful curſe, and 
aſſigning them deſtruction and death as the wages of ſin. 
— The law cannot mortify ſin, nor ſanctify a finner. 
Wherever the condemning law is in force againſt a man, 
fin has an abſolute dominion over him. Sin only loſes 
its dominion, when the ſinner becomes dead to the 
law (m). Every attempt to mortify ſin, merely by the 
practice of the duties of religion, without putting on 
Chriſt, and truſting in him for all ſalvation, on the 
warrant of that grant which is made of him in the 
Goſpel, muſt be followed with ſhame and difappoint- 
ment. — The law cannot deliver from, nor ſecure a 
ſinner againſt, the wrath to come. ' So far is it from 
working any deliverance of this kind, that its tremendous 
ſentence binds over the wretched criminal, to ſuffer the 
vengeance* of eternal fire. It worketh a conviction of 
God's wrath in the ſinner's conſcience (a), and conſigns 
him to endure everlaſting puniſhment, —Finally, the law 
cannot open one glimpſe of the mercy, grace, and love 
of God towards men: for it is only a miniſtration of death 
and of condemnation (o). It bars all communications of 
the favour of heaven to the children of diſobedienck. 
The light of the knowledge of the glory and grace of 
God to finners, ſhines conſpicuous in the Goſpel ; but 
the law, inſtead of opening a door of hope, covers tranſ- 
greſſors with the ſnadow of death, in its deepeſt horrors, 
and utmoſt extern. „ 
„„ on _ 225 
i] James ii. 20. 2 (4 . 2, „xv. 56. 
() Rom. vii. 4. 0 — 2 | 6 0 — il. 47 i 
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18 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
Thus you ſee what the law cannot ds. No favour can 
be conveyed in that channel to loſt finners. The law is 
an auſtere taſk maſter. Its claims of obedience are as high, 
and as urgent, as if mankind were ſtill in a ſtate of perfect 
holineſs : it neither gives an heart nor a hand, a diſpoſt- 
tion nor ſtrength, for any of the ſervices it demands: and 


Its terrible threatenings aſſigned to every neg & of duty— 


Err DES — —— en a Sr err 


to every tranſgreſſion of diſobedience, a juſt, but a moſt 
dreadful recompence of reward. Surpriſing delufion in- 
deed ! that men ſhould ſeek life, or hope for happineſs, by 
the works of the law; that they ſhould think to fly the 
curſe, by flying to the law, which miniſters nothing but 
death and condemnation to every ſoul that doth evil. Ot 
that clear apprehenſions of the Law's abſolute perfection, 
and of the terrors of the Lord, might perſuade us to. truſt 


in Jeſus Chriſt, as the end of the law for righteouſneſs, + 


and for our ſtanding in the grace of God}. 5 
Before I leave this head, it may be remarked, that 


though the law could do nothing for our relief, on the 


foot of our own obedience, repentance. and ſufferings; 
though it could not poſſibly clear the guilty, on account 


of the blood of animals offered in their flead ; and though. 


it could neither regard the agonies of deſpairing criminals, 
nor the warmeſt importunities of compaſſionate interceſſors 


in their behalf; yet, thanks be to God I the. law, could 


admit of the ſubſtitution of a SURETY. to pay our debt, 
and bear our fin ; it could honourably accept the ſucety's 
payment and ſatisfaction in our behalf: and it doth chear- 
fully acquieſe in the reign of grace, through the ſurety- 
righteouſneſs, unto the eternal life of all that believe. The 


repreſentation of the fir Adam in the covenant of works, 


ſhews, that the law can allow a ſurety to act in the name 


of others: and the goſpel, wherein the righteou/ſne/s of God - 
is revealed from faith to faith, teſtifies, that the law has 


actually admitted the ſubſtitution of the Lord from hea- 


ven, in the room of the ungodly ; that it has accepted 
his righteouſneſs, and compleatly diſcharged him from al!“ 


his ſurety-engagements ; and that it cordially approves 


the pardon and juſtification, the adoption and ſalvation, 
the ſanctification and everlaſting glory, of every. believing 
finner, who is made the righteouſneſs of God in Fe/us,. 


the ſurety of the better covenant, By faith we eftabliſh the 


authority of the law, and maintain its honour' unſullied 1 5 
Fl | + wil 


| 
14 
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EFFECTED BY THE SON OF GOD ng 
while we thereby receive the gift of tm righteouſneſs, 
which has magnified the law, and made it honourable. 
Upon this ground, the ſovereign lawgiver is ſtrictly juſt, 
while he graciouſly juſtifieth the ungodly that believe in 
Jeſus; and the honour of bis law is perfectly ſecured on 
the firmeſt foundation, while the exceeding riches of his 
grace abound towards men, even much more than fin 
had abounded. I propoſed, in the next place, 


HEAD THIRD. To conſider the reaſon why the law 
of God cannot redeem finners ; wha? the law could not do, 
in that it was weak through the fleſh. This accounts for the 
inability of the law to pardon the guilty, to juſtify the un- 
godly, and to fave the loft. The la is weak through the 
fleſh. On this head, I beg leave to ſuggeſt the following 
obſervations. | „ | 


1. By the fleſß through which the law is weak, is meant 
tlie depravity of fallen man, with all the actual tranſgreffions 
which proceed froni the corruption of His nature. The 
Holy Ghoſt, in divers paſſages, contraſteth feb and ſpirit, 
as being directly oppoſite the one to the other. That which © 
is born F the 2 is FLESH ; and that which is born of the 
ſpirit, is pix ir (þ). The FLESH Juſteth againſt the spIRIr, 
and the spInIT again the FLESH (q). You may obſerve 
the ſame oppoſition ſtated in the verſes before, and after, the. 
text. Believers walk not after the FLESH, but after the spIRIr. 
To be carnally minded, is death; but to be ſpititually minded is 
life and peace: or, as the margin reads it, The minding of - 

' rhe FLESH is death ; but the minding of the SPIRIT is life 
and peace (r). In theſe and many other places, f2/ is uſed 
to denote the Degeneracy, corruptian, and moral depravity 
of human nature, in its prefent debaſed and ruined ſtate, 
When it is ſaid, The law is weak through the fleſh, the 
meaning is, that the law is not able to redeem finners, 
BECAUSE they are degenerate, corrupt, depraved creatures. 
Whatever wants conformity to the law of God, as well 
as every tranſgreſſion of its ſpiritual; pure, and perfect Fu. 
commandments, is included under the idea of that fleſh, 
through which the law is weak and diſabled, 
2. The weakneſs, attributed to the law, is nothing elſe 
but a want of ability to do that great and illuſtrious work, 
35 „ which 
(e) John iii. 6. (7) Gal. v. 27, (e) Rom, viii, 2, 4, 6, 
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which has been, in ſome meaſure, explained, on the firſt 
head of this diſcourſe. The law of God, regar ding ſin-* 
ful creatures, muſt deal with them as ſuch; and dealing 
with them in that character, it cannot acquit them, it 
cannot fave them. The law is weak on account of ſin, 
which utterly diſables it from doing them any good office. 
3. The law's weaknefs to redeem ſinners, is no reflection 


on the excellency and perfection of the law of God. It welt 


deſerves all the expreſſive and dignifying epithets, by which 
it is deſcribed in the holy oracles. The law of the Lord is 
perſect; his teſtimony is . 4 his ſtatutes are rigbt; his com- 
mandment is pure; and his judgements are altogether true and 
righteous (5). The Apoſtle imputes no ſort of blemiſh to 
the law, when he ſays, it is weak through the fleſh, On the 
contrary, he lays all the blame where it ſhould be laid. 
He tells us, that human nature is now become degenerate, . 
ſenſual, and corrupt; and that this is the only reaſon 
why the commandment, which was ordained unto life, if the 
fir man had retained his integrity, is now denominated 
WEAK, The law is weak through the fleſh; our natures 
being altogether defiled, our actions altogether perverſe. 
In itſelf, the law is as bright a delineation of the holi- 
neſs and will of God, as ever it was; as perfe& a model 
of his image in reaſonable creatures, as ever; as complete 
a rule of all the duty men owe to God and their neigh- 
bours, as ever; as ſtrong a bond to univerſal and perfect 
obedience, as ever; as good a ſecurity for the happineſs 


of thoſe in whom its righteouſneſs is fulfilled, as ever; 


as faithful a mirror, to manifeſt the nature, aggravations, 
and demerit of fin, as ever; as powerful to accuſe, judge, 
and condemn the proud tranſgreſſors of its righteous pre- 
cepts, as ever: and, to ſay all in a few words, it is the 
ſame immutably holy, and juſt, and good law, yeſterday, 
and . to-day, and forever, without any variableneſs or 
ſhadow of turning. The weakneſs of this law, which 
was ordained for life unto upright men, and its utter 
inability to convey redemption to  finners, are ſo far 
from implying the leaſt reflection upon its honour, that 
they diſplay the authority and perfection of God's holy 
commandments in the moſt advantageous light. As it 
is the Glory of God, that he cannot deny himſelf; fo it 
is the honour of his Jaw, that it is weak, and CANNOT 


| beſtow 
(s) Pſal. xix. 79. A | 
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beſtow the ſmalleſt favour on thoſe who continue. not in all 
things it preſcribes, to do them, 1 1 
4. Since the law is only weak through the fleſh, it 
follows, that the law can, honourably acquieſce in the re- 
demption of ſinners by the blood of Jeſus, : Believers are 
made the righteouſneſs of God in Chriſt, their ſurety, 
and their living head, As the two tables en which'the 
Jaw Was written, were put into the, ark, and ſupported 
the mercy-ſeat, which was the throne of Hfrael's God; 
ſo the law, as F by the obedience unto death of 
the Lord Jeſus, eſtabliſhes the throne the reign - the 
adminiſtrations of God's ſovereign GRACE towards ſinners, 
who believe on the name of his Son. God hath ſet forth 
his Son to be a propitiation for ſin, through faith in his blood, 
for what purpoſe ? (Merely to declare the exceeding 
riches of his grace? Or, to aboliſh any of the honours 
of his law? By no means; but)—To DECLARE 'HI$ 
RIGHTEOUSNESS, for the remiſfion of ſins, that be, the holy 
Lord God,—might be juſt, according to all that his law 
demands and threatens, and yet the merciful juſtifier of 
them which believe in. Feſus (t). God reveals himſelf by 
the Goſpel, in the matchleſis character of 4 juſt God and 
a Saviour (u). Theſe declarations certify us, that the 
Jaw is not againſt the promiſes of God (0); and ftrongly 
ei. . our faith in the righteouſneſs of the Lord 

eſus. „ | ; 


* 


„ART SECOND. 
HEAD FOURTH. The AUTHOR of the 


grand and marvellous work of man's redemption, is next 
preſented to our view. We. have heard that the law 
could not redeem, in that it was weak through'the fleſh. 
Singers ſtood at the bar of God, in a moſt deplorable, 
deſtitute condition. There was none to help, none to 
uphold, yea none to interceed for them; while they were 
in the ſituation of an infant in its blood, caſt out in the 
open field immediately after the birth, and in the very ſtate 
it was boru; without the compaſſion of a pitying eye, 
without the leaſt aſſiſtance from a friendly hand. In 
theſe circumſtances, GOD, who is rich in mercy, for 
his great love wherewith he loved finners, ſaw them po]- 
axed ORE „ ox 0 
(e) Rom. iii. 25, 26. (7) Iſa. atv, 21. (70) al. iii, 21. 
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u, (5). Amazing condeſcenſion! The G 
down from the habitation of his holineſs, and of his glory, on 


is commended in an inſtance as grand and marvellous, as 
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luted in their blood, both guilty and vile, unholy and 
unjuſt, He ſaw them, he pitied them, he loved them ; 
and his arm brought ſalvation (x). This is the doing of 
the Lord alone. The text aſeribes it altogether to the 


riches of divine grace, — to the contrivance of infinite 
wiſdom, and—the exertions of almighty power, What 


the law could nat do, GOD hath done. 


In accompliſhing this illuſtrious work, God hath ex- 


hibited to men and angels, the moſt unqueſtionable de: 


monſtrations of the riches of his merey of the greatneſs 
of his love—of the depth of his wiſdom-—of the zeal he 
hath for his own glory, and—of his gopd-will towards 

— 9 | x ny | 


I. God appears to be rich in mercy, and plenteous in re, 


demption, while be delivers the guilty from going down to 
the pit. This is beautifully celebrated in the ſong of 
Zacharias, which he uttered. under the influence of the 
Holy Ghoſt. Bleed be the Lord Gad of Tjrael: for be hath 
viſited and redeemed his people, and hath raiſed up an horn 
of ſalvation for us in the houſe of hi; ſervant David; to 
perform the mercy promiſed unto our fathers, and to remem- 
ber his holy covenant ;- do give knowledge of ſalugtion unto his 
people, by the remiſſion of their fins, through the tender mercy 
of our God, whereby the day ſpring from on ” bath vifited 

of glory looks 


the ſons of men, — not to conſume them in their iniquities, 


| —nNot to baniſh them forever from his gracious preſence z 
but to pity—to redeem—to ſave them. His compaſſions 


are moved, and his bowels ſound with yearning affection, 
—to whom? to ſinning angels? No; they vent—th 

copiouſly flow in the channel of Chriſt's precious blood, 
to pardon and juſtify and ſave ſinful wretched men. O 
merciful Father] ſurely, thou art ſovereignly gracious to 
whom thou wilt be gracicus; and thou freely erogſt mercy 
on whom thou wilt ſbew mercy, agcordipg to thy mere goo 

pleaſure, which thou haſt purpoſed in thyſelf (z). 
2. In the work of man's redemption, we have an 
adequate diſplay of the greatne/s of the love of God. —I 
ſaid, an adequate diſplay : for his love has gone as far, and 


* 1 os 
Ezek. xvi, 4—14. ) Luke i, 63-78, * . IXzin. 1 
0 Eph. 1.5. þ —_ (=) Exoſh, ö. * 


a 
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0 


between the law and the grate of God, without altering 

the nature of either, or diminiſhing the honours due to 

both of them; of the reign of grace towards ſinners, - 
through the everlaſting ;ighiboaſhels 


men, in a way moſt. honoutable to all his perfections, and 
infallibly ſafe, as well as infinitely advantageous, to them; l 


| | „ and 
0e) John iii, 26, (5) Rom. v. 8. (e) Eph. i. 8. (4) Eph, iii. 10, 


* a | 1 
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and government; and, not to enlarge, ſince the theme is 
inexauſtible, of GOD's ſending his own Son in the likeneſs 
of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemning fin in the flap. When 
we take but a very imperfe&t view of theſe great and 
adorable myſteries of godlineſs, we are compelled. to ex- 
claim with aſtoniſhment and admiratien, O / the depth of 
The riches both of the wiſdom and knowledge of Gad] Hyqw un- 
fearchable are his ways ; and his judgements paſt finding out I. 
// 20, among angels or men, hath known the mind of the 
Lerd, before he was pleaſed to reveal it? Or, who hath been 
his counſellor ? The fooliſhneſs. of God, or what the men of 
reaſon ignorant]y call fooliſhneſs, is wiſer than men (e). 
4. In the work of man's redemption, God demonitrates 
the zeal he bath for his own glory. He is the God of glory, 
and will not give his glory to another. Being neceſſarily 
and eternally poſſeſſed of all perfection and blefledpets, he 
mult be altogether; glorious; his own glory muſt be the 
laſt and higheſt end of all his purpoſes, and of all bis. 
works; and to glorify him ought to be the chief end and 
deſign of every creature endowed with reaſon. But, man 
having ſinned, and come ſhort of his glory, God is jealous 
for the honour of his name; and therefore provides, that 
his glory ſhall be ſecured in the plan of man's redemption; 
and not merely ſecured, but exalted in the higheſt. .- That 
this deſign might be carried into effectual execution, Chriſt 
was ſent to glorify his Father on earth, and to finiſh this 
arduous, this moſt important work. God ſhewed a zeal 
for the honour of his holineſs, by ſending his Son in the 
likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. He diſplayed his zeal for the 
hohour of his inſulted authority, by ſending forth his own 
Son made under the broken. law. He declared his zeal 
for the honour of his offended juſtice, by condemning fin 
in the fleſh of his Son. He teſtified his zeal for the 
honour of his grace and mercy, by freely and chearfully 
giving up his own Son to the moſt accurſed death, and 
with him alſo freely giving us all things. His purpoſes 
muſt be executed, his law magnified, his goverment vindi= 
cated, fin atoned, and his wrath endured, that the honour- 
able egreſs of mercy might be opened, The zeal of the 
Lord of Hoſts has performed all this. Now let us pauſe, 
and commune with our hearts. Hath God ſo great a zeal 
for his own glory? How zealouſly then\ſhould we be — 
| | ecte 
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26 COMPLETE REDEMPTION _ 
happineſs, both in the contrivance, and in the execution, 


of the fcheme of redemption. 


HEAD FIFTH. The mans by which God hath 


accompliſhed the work of man's redemption, are now to 


| be conſidered, The text ſays, God [hath done] what the 


law could not do, in that it was weak through the fleſh; and 
hath done what the law could not do, by sxnNDING. Eis 
OWN SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SINFUL FLESH, AND FOR - 
SIN CONDEMNED SIN IN THE FLESH. Five things on this 
head, claim our moſt ſerious regard: viz. | 

Firſt, The true and original Gercke. of our Redeemer; 

he is the Son of God. 
Sccondly, The authority he 
"office; God szur him. „ 
Thirdly, The form, or the manner, of his appearance on 
earth; it was in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh. ; 

Fourthly, The character in which he Rood at the bar of 

| God; he was ſubſtituted for n. And, 

Fifthly, The ect of his being ſubſtituted and made a 
© ſacrifice for ſin; God hereby condemned ſin in ihe fleſh. 
Theſe important doctrines clearly. prove, that none but 
God could be the author of our redemption; and they 
evidently declare the riches of his mercy, the greatneſs of 
his love, the depth of his manifold wiſdom, the zeal he / 
hath for his vwn ory, and his good-will towards men. 

ay bur attention be fixed, our faith eſtabliſhed, and our 
joy excetding abundant, while we contemplate theſe great 
myfteries of the kingdom, and endeavour a ſhort illuſtra- 


has for the execution of his 


tion of each of the particulars ſuggeſted in this branch of 


the text! Ä, =o gs 
I. In explaining the. means of redemption, the apoſtle 
defcribes the true and original character of our Redeemer. 
He repreſents him in the divine and immutable dignity of 
His + as THE SoN oF Gop; God ſending HIS OWN 
N. Fhis moſt expreſſive deſcription of our Saviour's 
, . 1 
1. That he exiſted before he was ſent in the likeneſs of 


ſinful fleſh. He was God's own Son, before he was made 


of a woman. He was the word, before he was made fleſh, 
As THERE woRD, he was, (he exiſted,) in the beginning of 
time; and he was twith God (as a diſtin divine perſon;) 


and he vd God, in the full and neceſſary poſſeſſion of all 
1 n | OT 
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the glories of Deity 62 Fe did not begin to exiſt at his 
incarnation. No, He always was in the form of Gad. 
In his conception and birth, he only took unto himſelf 
the nature of man. Hence Jeſus himſelf told the Jews 
Ferily, verily, I jay unto you, BEFORE ABRAHAM WAS I 
AM (i). The declaration he makes in theſe words, is 
very remarkable. He does not ay gf Abraham was, 
I WAS. Such a declaration would indeed have proved, 
that he had an exiſtence BBronR Abrabam; but it would 
have thrown little, if any, light upon the infinite dignity 
of his divine character: and therefore he uſes an expreſſion, 
which manifeſtly imports, that HE is INFINITE, ETER- 
NAI, and UNCHANGEABLE';z=—Before Abraham was, I AM. 
The peculiar ſenſe of the 722 I AM, muſt be 
learned from the original uſe of the words, They are the 
words that God made choice of, to expreſs his own eterni! 
and power. When Mg/es enquired after the name of God, 
who ſent him to deliver ael out of Egypt, he anſwered 
him, I am THAT I Au; thus ſhall thou ſay unto the 
children, of Iſrael, I AM hath ſent me unto v0 (I). Our 
Saviour knew this expreſſion had never been applied to any 
but God; and any creature applying it to himſelf, would 
have committed the moſt preſumptuous and criminal rob- 
bery, by making himſelf equa! with God. Beſides, as a 
man cannot, even in his mind, carry the 2 time 
back, and make it antecedent to the time already paſt; 
ſo, for a creature to. ſay—** Before ſucb a thing was, \I 
AM,” is a ſhufling ideas together, which are ſo incon- 
ſiſtent, that they abſolutely contradict one another, and 
can have no place in the underſtanding, But if we con- 
ſider the expreflion I AM, in its proper and peculiar uſe, 
s ſignifying the eternity 1 and the anchangeable per- 

manency of his duration ; \ the declaration of Chriſt is 
a moſt ſolemn and expreſs aſſertion of His owN ETERNAL 
 PowER AND GoDHEAD. This is manifeſtly the meaning, 
of the place, and proves that he exiſted, before he was ſent 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh (J) 7 ꝛemͥ:!: 
2. He whom God ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, 
being his own Son, muſt be a diftin?? perſon from the F 9 

5) John i. K-. [i „ Y) Exod. . 
; 0 458 — e M 
Aifcourſs on Phil, ii, 6-»9, and in Nat Benjamin Wailin's diſcourle on John 
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COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
who ſent him; God ſending his own Son. Chriſt ſpeaks of 
himſelf and his Father, as diſtinct perſons in one eternal 
Godhead; I and my Father are one (m). He clearly diſ- 
tinguiſhes himſelf from his Father; and at the ſame time 
affirms, that there is ſuch an oneneſs of himſelf and his 
Father, as the Fews rightly underſtood to import, that 
HE and HIS FATHER are THE ONE LIVING + 
AND TRUE GOD (). The diſtinction of the Father 
and the Son, as divine perſons, is every where ſuppoſed, 
and often expreſsly affirmed, in the word of God; though 


the nature of this diſtinction is, and muſt forever be, in- 


comprehenfible (o). There are three that bear record in 
heaven, the Father, and the Mord, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 
theſe three are one (p). The text informs us, that God 
did ſend, and his Son was ſent. Without allowing that 
theſe perſons are REALLY diſtinct from each other, we 


make our Bibles the mereſt jargon that can be imagined. 


All the privileges and duties: of chriſtianity are built on 
the per /onal-diftin#3ion and offices of the FATHER, SON, 
and SPIRIT; and, therefore, the denying ſuch a diſ- 
tinction, ' neceſſarily deſtroys at once the faith and com- 


fort, the worſhip and obedience, of the ſaints. 


3. He whom God hath ſent, is a perſon of the bighe/t 
dignity, being his own Son. God hath made a vaſt variety 
of creatures; he is ſurrounded with the adoring ſervices 


of thouſands of holy angels, and of ten thouſand times 


ten thouſand miniſtring ſpirits; and he has choſen out of 


the world lying in wickedneſs, a multitude of the human 
race, which no man can number.” But wnto which..of all 


theſs ſaid he at any time, THOU ART MT SON, this 


day have J. begotten the(q) ? . He never ſpake in this 


manner to a creature; he never honoured any of the An- 


| for the works of his hands; but it is a proper deſcription 
of the unalienable character of /mmanuel's DIVINE PER. 
SON, who is the-brightne/s of his Father's glory, and tbr 


expreſs image of his perſon (r). CHRIST, in whom toe 
we have redemption through his blood, is the perfect image 
| 5 e 1 74 630-0 1 3 the 


8 (m) John x. 30. (e) John x. 33. 
e) „HOW the Father, Son, and Spirit ſtang orrginally and internally RE- 


2 (TED TO EACH OTHER, may poſſibly be a thought too big ever to 


Spirit a divine perſon, p. 22. . 
Fe (#) 1 John * 8 (2 Reb. bo 5 . (r) Heb, i. Toe Zo 
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the inviſible God; and the firſt born of | every creature, (be- 


gotten of his eternal Father before the world was made, 
and the firſt parent of the whole creation by a word of 
almighty power :) for by him were all things treated at firſt, 
both things that are in heaven and things on earth, viſible 
and inviſible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or princi- 
palities or powers, all things were created by him and for bim; 


they are the productions of his own power, and were made 


that he might be glorified in them and by them. Ze is 
before all things in the dignity and duration of his divine 
nature, and by him all things conſiſi (s). Such is the tranſ- 
cendent dignity of the Son, whom God hath conſecrated for- 
ever more. He is fairer than the ſons of men; more 


glorious than the angels of light; higher than the 


heavens; and exalted in the my of divine perfeQions, 
above all bleſſing and praiſe. 7 


Father and the holy Spirit. | 


4. Chriſt our Redeemer is a perfon-whom his Father 


who ſent him in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, regards with 


an eternal and "= love and delight. He was pleaſed, in- 


deed, to bruiſe his own Son, when he was made of a woman, 
made under the law; but he acted in this manner towards 
our Lord Jeſus, not from a want of affection to his perſon, 
but in order to condemn and inflict an adequate puniſh» 
ment on ſin, imputed to him as our ſurety, Take a view 


of the endearing and exalted characters of the Son of Gd 
our Saviour, and then judge how very effectionately, now 


ineffably, how infinitely, the Father loves his Son; and 
Show great the love of God muſt be to loſt ſinners, whoſe 
ſalvation he wrought, by /ending his own Son in the likeneſs 


of. ſinful fleſh, &c. | | | 
C cane is the only begotten Son of God, God ſo loved the 


world, that he gave HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON, that whoſo-- 


ever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſting 
. Whatever elſe be imported in this character, : God's 
5 on ly 
Redeemer is properly a divine perſon ; — That he is a per- 
ſon diſtinct from his Father; — That he is of the sAR 
NATURE with the Father who begets him (2); and con- 
. e ſequently 
| (s) Col. i. 4—17. (e) John iii. 16. ” 
(2) It is an obſervation which holds through the wors FT of the 


animal and vegetable ſyſtem, that every thing generates its own lind. Every 
| ſeed 


e is God's own Son; the 
ſame in ſubſtance, and equal in power and glory, with the 


* aa. 


begotten Son,” it ſeems 7 to ſuggeſt - I hat our 
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30 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
ſequently—That, fince the Lord our God is but one Jehovah, 
the Father and the Son, with the Spiris of all grace, are 
the ouly true God; or, that the efſence and perfections of the 
infinite, eternal, and unchangeable Godhead, in all their 
fulneſs, and in their brighteft glories, neceſſarily belong to 


each of theſe perſons. But this does not exhauſt the mean- 


ing of the character “c his only begotten Son,” which is alſo 
manifeſtly intended to denote the ineffable and mutual love 
of the Father and the Son. On this account, he is ſaid to 


ſeed produces its own ſpecies, and propagates only in its own kind, never in ano- 
ther. This falls out according to that intment of the Creator and Ruler of 
the univerſe, which he eſtabliſhed: for them feverally, in the day they were 
created, Gen. i. 20-23, Gad it a Spirit, and ore we muſt underfland 
the begetting of the Son as a metapborical expreſſion z but the idea it ſoggeſis, 
ſeems eſpecially to reſpect the sAMENESS OF THE DIVINE NATURE, AND- 
oF ALL 116 ESSENTIAL ATTRIBUTES, in both the FaTizr and the 
Son. | k KIRK 
Though the expreſſion of begetting, zs applied to the FAN is metaphoricaly ; 
the idea it implies, is proper, natural, and neceſſary, in the ever - bleſſed Trinity. 
As far-as I can judge, upon. a careful examination of what the Scriptures declare 
on this point, the learned Dr Abrabam Taylor, has a ſufficient warrant for ſaying 
—*< Chriſt is the SON OF GOD properly, as to his DFVINE NATURE.“ 
He adde, 1 know ſome perſons, (zealous for the orthodox faith,) finding the 


„ Arjans take advantage of ſome curious“ [he might have ſaid, preſompruous} | 


« explications of eternal generation, have been inclined to think Chriſt is 

« called the SON OF GOD as he is Mediator, But the explications of men 
« may eaſily be thrown aſide, without giving up God the Son's proper genera- 
«« tion; and though the ſcheme they propoſe, may take ſome advantages from 


the Arians (which yet I queſtion,) I am ſatisfied they would find as many 


« difficulties attending their ſcheme, in engaging with the Sabe/lians, as can be 
< pretended to clog the common notion. Eternal generation, of the pn. 5 
c Sonſhip of CHRIST, is plainly gathered from Scripture; and it is beſt to talee 
« jt on the foot it ſtands there, without enquiring ber it is: for, if Chriſt be a 
© PROPER SON, it is not poſſible for us to comprehend HOW he is ſo. There 
ic js one thing that makes me have the leſs favourable thoughts of the opinion, 
« of Chriſt being the Son of God only as Mediator; and that is, it is an hypo- 
*: theſis framed to make Scripture eaſy, and not drawn from it: whereas 1 
c the Scripture is to be the rule by which every hypotheſis muſt be tried. 
& The moſt that I have known pleaded for this ſcheme is, that, in all the 
* places where Chriſt is ſpolæe of as Son of God, there is ſomething in the words, 
© or in the context, which ſhows him to be Mediator. But this might be im- 
4% proved to a bad purpoſe : for there is ſcarce any place, (except the beginning of 


% Fobn's Goſpel,) where Chriſt is ſpoke of as GOD, but there is ſomething in 
© the context pointing to his office; yet 1 believe theſe worthy perſons would | - 


* think it ſtrange to argue from thence, that he is GOD: on/y by OFFICE. 
* For my own part, I think it would; and I do not apprehend that, in tha 
* her caſe, the argument is more valid, | 7 : 

The eternal generation of the Son has been the current doctrine, fince the 
„ riſe of Arianiſm; and no argument gravelled the old Arians more, than that 
drawn for his proper divinity, from his PROPER SONSHIP,” True ſcrip- 
11 „ dec rine of the Trinity, p: 179,5 180. ; 


Father's beloved Son. 


EF FEC TED BY THE SON OF GOD. zi 
be the only begotten Son which is in the boſom of the Father (to); 
a phraſe that ſtrongly expreſſes his abiding, intereſt in his 
Father's love. e 5 „ 
Again, He is declared to be his Father's beloved Son, in 
that voice which came from the excellent glory, both at 
the banks of Jordan when he was baptized, and on the 
holy mount where he was transfigured. 75s, ſaid the 
Father, This illuſtrious perſon is my beloved Son, in whom 1 
am well-pleaſed (x). Though he was a man of ſorrows, 
and acquainted with griefs; though. he was ſtricken, 
ſmitten of God, and aMlifted : though he took upon him 
the ignominious form of a ſervant, and was ſent into our 
world in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh : yet he was, he always, 
was, without the leaſt abatement or alteration, his eternal. 
He is further deſcribed as God's dear Son (y). His Fa- 
ther's ſoul delighteth in him. The perſons, lives, and. 
death of his ſaints, are precious in the ſight of the Lord: 
How dear then muſt his own Son be, in whom they are 
choſen—in whom. they are accepted—in whom they are 
ſaved with an everlaſting ſalvation? . 1 
Moreover, he is deſigned God's own Son, as in the text, 
God ſending bis own San; and afterwards, he ſparad not his 
own Son, &c. Chriſt is not the Son of God by creation; 
for all things were made by him, and without him was not an 
thing made that was made (2). Nor is he God's Son by 
adoption ; for he is called his own Son by way of peculiarity, . 
in diſtinction from thoſe who are made Sons by adoption. 
The Apoſtle, ſpeaking, of believers, calls them the Sons of 
Cod, who have received the Spirit of adoption (a); but ſpeak=. 
ing 86 ChRIS T, he clearly diſtingutſheth his Sonſhip ; .. 
Sen (b) irs, calling him, God's own Son, or his proper 
Surely the Son of God muſt be regarded by bis Father, 
with infinite love and delight, Behold, in this. expreſſive 
mirror, the greatneſs of that love, wherewith God hath. 
loved our ſinful world. He so loved it, THAT he ſent bis . 
only begotten Son, his beloved Son, his dear Son, his own, proper 
Son, in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to redeem and ſave men. 
This is the grand demonſtration, that God is love. I ſhall 


only add, 4: 


(0 Jobs i, . (@) Mite ee e 126; 
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F. That the great God our Saviour is a perſon altogether 
worthy of our faith, of our loye, and of our reverence; 


being ſo dignified in his perſonal glory, that he is God's 


own Son; and. ſo intimately allied to men, that he is our 
kinfman, our ſurety, our friend and brother. His, perſon 
is ſo wonderfully conſtituted, that he is every way ſuitable, 


and every way ſufficient, to mediate ſucceſsfully between 


God and us. Bleſſed are all they that truſt in him. He 
who loved us, and gave himſelf for us, has a juſt claim on 


the moſt fervent love of our ſouls., Grace be with all them 


that love our Lord Feſus Chrift in ſincerity. . The Son of 


God, who is come in the name of the Lord to ſave us, is, 


on every account, entitled to dur moſt reſpectful reve- 


| rence : and therefore let us #i/s 7he Sun; let us pay him the, 


homage he demands; let us /zet the Lord and his flrength ; - 


let us ſcel his face for evermore, and yield ourſelves unto the 
Lord. God's own Son, who was ſent in the likeneſs of 
ſinful fleſh, has the beſt right to every ſervice of both our. 
bodies and our ſpirits, ſince we are not our * but bought 


with the price of his moſt precious blood (c). Here is firm 


footing for our faith of pardoning mercy, and peace with - 


God. Here is the moſt powerfu incitement to love and 


Fein. f for complete redemption through the blood of : 


eſus. Here is the moſt perſuaſive and conſtraining allure- 


ment to perſeverance in a loyal ſubjection to the King of 


II. The apoſtle, having deſcribed the true and original 
character of our Redeemer, who is God's own Son, goes 
an to inform us of the authority he had for the execution of 


bi office; he was SENT of God; God SENDING his own + 


Son in the likeneſs of ſinful flaſh, &c. Two. cautions muſt 


be premiſed, in order to pave the way for more clear and 


edifying views of the comfortable information afforded us. 


o 


in this expreſſion, God ſending his own Son. 


In the frfi-place, I premiſe, that God's ſending bis . 


on does not imply 4 ſubordination of the Son to the Father, 


in any thing that relates to his nature and eſſence, his per- 


fection and bleſſednefs, or his divine perſonality.. It is 


(e) 1 Cor, vi. 20. (a) John xiv, 28. 


true, Chriſt himſelf ſays, My Father is greater than I (d). 
But that expreſſion, as is plain from the context, relates 
only to his office-capacity ; for he ſpake of himſelf as going 
unto the Father, in the immediately preceeding * 
5 | i o W 
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Now in that ſenſe it is very true, that his Father is greater 
than he; but this truth no ways hinders but that, conſider- 
ing Chriſt, as God, he and his Father are egually'great, fince 
one and the ſame infinite Godhead is the undivided nature 
or eſſence of the Father and the Son. In like manner, 
the Son of God's being ſent by his Father, refers to his 
Me- capacity in human nature, and not at all to his Godbead 
abſtractly conſidered. The diſtinction between the original 
and everlaſting dignity of the divine perſon, and the office- 
capacity, of this condeſcending Redeemer, is plainly in- 
culcated in the ſcriptures, and ſtrongly ſupported by the 
clear unbiaſſed ſuggeſtions of reaſon. As a divine perſon, 
CHRIST is the word, who-twas in the beginning, who 10as 
with God his Father, and who was God. By him, in this 
character; all things were made, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made (e). But in his office-capacity, he 
was ſent by the Father; he came into the world; he wds 
made fleſh, and dwelt among us; he ſuffered, and died, and re- 
vived and roſe again (f). The powers, capacities, and 
dignity, which belong e//entially to human nature, are 
really diſtinct from all the official characters, which de- 
ſcribe this or that individual. The powers of nature, even 
among men, are diſtin from, and antecedent to, the 
powers and endowments of office ; and, in fome reſpects, they 
are more exellent; This is the deliberate voice of cool 
reaſon and common ſenſe. Why then ſhould it be thought 
incredible or abſurd, to affirm, that the Son or Gop, in 
reſpe& of his divine nature, is the only living and true God; 
and alſo, that, in regard to his office, as a Mediator be- 
tween God and men, he was /ent by his Father, in the 
likeneſs of. ſinful fes??? NN „ | 
Secondly, I premiſe, that the ſending of Chriſt is not to 
be ſo conceived of, as if it implied, that he 4% 2 place 
Where he was, and came to a place where he was not. In- 
deed, when we fend. a perſon. on any buſineſs; he leaves 
the place where he was, and goes to a place where he was 
not. But this is an idea connected only with the limited 
nature of creatures; who cannot be in more than one place 
at one time. But it is impoſſible, in this ſenſe, that the 
Son of God could either be ſent, or come, into the world. 
He is immenſe, and omnipreſent. The. heavens, and the 
| heaven of heavens cannot contain him. Do not T fill heaven — 
EX 3 2 earth, 
le) John i. 1—3. (F) John iii, 17.— i. 23,—j, 14. Rom. xiv. 9. 
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earth, ſaith the — La Before his incarnation, he was in the 
was made by him (b) e while he was on 

earth, in a ſtate of humiliation, he was ſtill in heaven, as to 
his divine nature (i): and when he was received up into 
heaven after his reſurrection, he till remained with his 
diſciples on earth, according to his promiſe, Lo! I am 
with you ahwvays, even unto the end of the World ((). 
Having premiſed theſe cautions, let us now conſider 
what is imported, in God's /ending his own Son. This 
naturally ſuggeſts various deeply-intereſting views of the 
office and mediation of the Son of God: ſuch as,. That the 
Father put an unlimited confidence in the ability and in- 


tegrity of his own Son z— That he employed him in a 


buſineſs of the utmoſt concern for his own glory, und for 
the redemption of ſinners ;—That he inveſted him with 
the higheſt authority for the ſucceſsful performance of 
this arduous and moſt important fervice z and, finally, 
That the Son of God cheerfully acquieſced in the will of 
his Father, appointing him to execute this weighty office 
im all its extennt. | , e NE 
1. The ſending of Chriſt ſuggeſts, that God the Father 
put an unlimited confidence in the ability and integrity of his 
own Son, A man puts a confidential truſt in the perſon 
he fends on any buſineſs; and he fhews his prudence in 
chooſing ſuch a meſſenger, as is not unworthy of the con- 
fidence he places in him, God abounds towards us in all 
wiſdom and prudence, not only in the contrivance, but alſo 
in the eretution, of the plan of our redemption ; while he re. 


| - poſes an abſolute and well-deſerved confidence in his own 


Son, as an all- ſufficient and faithful ſervant, | Behold,” be 
put no truſt in his ſervants, and his angels he charged with folly; 
how much leſs in them that divell in houſes of clay? Behold, be 
putteth no truſt in his ſaints ; yea, the heavens are not clean in 
his fight (1). But unto his own Son he ſaith, Thou art n 
ſervant, O Ifrael, in whom I will be glorified (m). God hath 
laid our help upon one that is mighty, upon the Lord from 
heaven, who, 48 a Son, is faithful over his own houſe. The 
finiſhed work of the mighty and faithful Redeemer, per- 
fectly correſponds to the Father's unlimited confidential 


truſt in him: for thereby the Father was glorified in the 
Son, his attributes were illuſtriouſſy diſplayed, his pur- 


poſes 


(8) « XXi11, 24s 5) 1 | „„ (i) John ii. 13. 
@ . — 9 i iv. 18, 19. Av. 13. () Ha, Alix, 3. 
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poſes were enen ted, and all his will fulfilled;' God, ſend- 
ing his owti Son, confided in his ability and integrity to 
accompliſh theſe gtand deſigns; and the Son hath finithed 
the work Whieh his Father gave him to de. He ſaid on the 
ctoſs, It is fniſbed; and gave up the ght (n). He ſays bes 
fore the throne, [have glorified ibes on earth ; I have finiſhed 
the work which thou gaveft me to do (6), Thus he proclaitmed 
the perfection of his furety- ſervice, when he was juſt 2 
finiſhing it on the aceurſed tree; and thus he pleads it ſtill 
2 2 righteous advocate; appearing ini the preſence of God 
or UN a 
2. The ſending of Chrift implies, that the Father em- 
5 him in 4 bing of the utmoſt importance to his 
own glory, and the ſalvation of ſinnets. He was ſent to 
obtain eternal redemption for us, and to communicate the 
benefits of this tedemption to the * — of promiſe. 
went about with unwearied zeal and —— do 
his Fathet's büſineſos. He delighted to do his F 
will; „his Father's law wis within his heart. He 
neither pleaſed himfelf, nor ſought His own honour ;| but 
re par purſued the-great and kind defign of his heavenly 
was foe” to ſuffe? for fins, the juſt for the 
—— that he might finiſh out tranſgreſſion, and make 
an end of fin, and make reconciliation fof iniquity, He 
was ſent to bring in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, to be im- 
puted to the ungoaly through fait 0 he might reſtore 
us to the favour of God, ad Walke 68 accepted and righ- 
teous in his fight; He was ſefit to affume man's debaſed 
nature; and to be manifeſted in the likeneſs of our ſinful 
fleſh ; that he might confer on us the adoption of ſons in 
his Father's family. He was fent to bear the fins of his 
people in his own body on the tree; that he might ſave 
them with an everlaſting ſalvation. He was ſent to die on 
the croſs, as a public repreſentative; that our old man 
being crucified with him, the body of fin might be de- 
ſtroyed in us; that we being dead to ſin, and ſanctiſied 
wholly, ſhould not henceforth ſerve ſin. He was ſent to 
— 4 curſe for us; that he mighe redeem us from the 
curſe of his Father's law, and deliver us from the wrath to 
come. — THIS 186 Tus BUSINESS on which God ent his 
own Son, and THIS the important ſervice which he per- 
formed for the * of his An and the redemption bis 
D 2 | is 
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his people, when he came to ſeek and to ſave that which 
Wie . 1 5 


3. The ſending of the Son of God imports, that his Father 
inveſted him with the Higheſt authority, for the ſucceſs- 
ful performance of that ſervice he was employed in. The 
apoſtle, when ſpeaking of the Few high - prieſt, ſays, No 
man taketh this honour unto himſelf, but he that is called of God, 
as was Aaron : ſo alſo, he adds, Chriſt glorified not bimſelf 10 
be made an high priefl, or to act in any of his mediatorial 
characters; but he that ſaid unto him, Thou art my Son, to-day 
have I begotten thee (p). Here we have the high authority, 
by which Chriſt was inveſted with the honourable office 
of a Mediator between God and men. He had a commiſ- 
fion under the broad ſeal of heaven (as it were) authoriz- . 
ing him to execute this arduous office: for him hath God the 
Father ſealed (q), or authorized by a ſpecial commiſſion, to 
purchaſe and apply the benefits of redemption, unto,our *'* 
world lying in wickedneſs. - The authority he was inveſted 
with, aſſured our Redeemer that his ſervice ſhould be ac- 
cepted and rewarded by his Father, and it preſents unto us 
a door of hope, both encouraging us to believe, that the 
whole work of his mediation is well-pleaſing to God, and 
inviting us to rely on the work he finiſhed on the eroſs, 
for our everlaſting benefit. He that believeth, ſhall not make 
f 4. Tbe ſending of God's own Son intimates, that our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt cheerfully acquiz/ced in his Father's will, 
| appointing him to execute this weighty” office in its full 
extent. Before the foundation of the world, he engaged his , |} , 
heart to approach unto. God (r): and when the fulneſs of 
the time was come, in which the Levitical ſacrifices and 
offerings were to ceaſe, he is repreſented as ſaying, Lo! 1 
coma; in the volume of the hook it is written of me : I delight 
10 do thy will, O my God; yea, thy law is within my heart (5). 
His delight in this ſervice was ſo great, that he declares, 
Ay meat is to do the will of him that ſent me, and to finiſb bis 
| work (t). The pleaſure he had in this work, this arduous 
* and amazing work, never abated, till the ſervice he had 
engaged in for God and, his people, was brought to an 
- honourable: period: and therefore, in the very near proſpect 
of his bloody and accurſed death, he thus expreſſed the 
18 ME [red MN fervaur 
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fervour of his ſoul, I have a baptiſm to be baptiſed with ; and 
how am 1 ſtraittened, by the irreſiſtible impulſe of zeal for 
my Father's glory, and of warm affection to my people, 
till it be accompliſbed (u)] When he was in an agony in 
Gethſemane's garden, he cried, O Father, not my will, hut 
thine be done (w). Innocent nature indeed recoiled, and 
ſhrunk back at his unexampled ſufferings, yet his faith 
was firm, and his ſubmiſſion abſolute. When he was 
apprehended: by the Fews, ſtill he ſays, The cup which my 
Father giveth me, ſhall J not drink it (x)? And when he 
was led away to be crucified, he was brought as a lamb to 
the . ſlaughter, and as a ſheep» before ber ſhearers is dumb, ſo 
he opened net bis m .. 
III. The text. leads us, in the next place, to contem- 
plate the form, or the manner, of his appearance in a ſtate 
of humiliation; God ſending his orm Son IN THE LIKENESS 
or SINFUL FLESH. Behold, with adoring wonder, this 
grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that though he was rich, yet 
for our ſakes he became poor (2); though He is the HoLy 
| ONE of God, he was ſent, he came, IN THE LIKENEss - 
oF SINFUL FLESH, e 9 
Four things may be obſerved for explaining and guard. 
ing this declaration: viz. That the Son of God really 
„ fleſh, or the complete nature, of man; — That he 
was ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, or, in the very ap- 
pearance and figure that human nature makes in its cor- 
rupt and ſinful ſtate; — That he was ſent any in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, but ee contagious pollution 
or infection of fin itſelf ; and finally, — That the ſending 
of God's Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſn, was abſolutely 
neceſſary to accompliſh the work of man's redemption, © 
1. I obſerved, That the Son of God, whom his Fa- 
ther ſent-in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, really aſſumed feb, 
or the complete nature of man. The word was made Heſb (a): 
he took to himſelf a true body, and a reaſonable ſou}, which 
completely conſtitute the human nature. He took his 
body of the ſubſtance of the Virgin Mary, in whoſe womb 
he was conceived by the power of the Holy Ghoſt and 
his Soul was breathed into his body, by the God of 
the ſpirits of all fleſh, Witbbout controverſy, great is the my... 
u) Luke xii. 50. (ww) Lulce xxii. 42, (x) John xviii 11. (y) Iſa. liii, 7, 
c 5, e n eee 


a? 


238 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
feery of 'godlineſs ; God was maniſeſt in the fleſh (b). His 
divine and human natures, though infinitely diſtant, are 
inſeparably united in the perſon of Immanuel; without 
either confounding them, ar making the ſmalleſt change 
in their eſſential properties. He is God and man, in two 
diſtinct natures, and one perſon for ever. Here indeed is 
a new thing, which God hath created in the earth, His 
own Son, made fleſh ! The mighty Ged, a child, born, a 
ſon given to us! Gad over all, bleſſed for ever, come of 
the Fathers as concerning the fleſh ! This great myſtery 
can never be acknowledged, except by thoſe who receive 
it on the credit of divine revelation. Reaſon myſt renounce 
all her pretenſions to wiſdom an this capital article of 
chriſtianity, and leave the field clear to that faith, which 
gives glory to God, by Judging his word faithful, and 
worthy of all acceptation. We may believe, adore, and 
love this moſt important truth; but reaſon will never be 
able to comprehend it. ES Its TED} 
2, The Son of God, in his incarnation, was ſent in 
the /ikene/s of ſinful fleſh; or, in the very appearance and 
figure that human nature makes, in its corrupt and ſinful 
ſtate. Every thing that relates to the birth, the life, and 
death of Jeſus, wore the likeneſs of our ſinful fleſh, He 
was born in a low condition. He lived a man of ſorrows, ; 
and acquainted with griefs; expoſed to a conſtant ſeries 
of labours, wants, temptations, reproaches, and perſe- 
cutions, He died on the croſs: — a Komar puniſhment ne- 
ver inflited on any free- man, but appropriated to ſlaves 
who were to ſuffer for ſome very flagrant crime. And 
here it ſhould be remembered, that as Chriſt was put to } 
_ death through the unrelenting malice of the ers, ſo that 
kind of death which he ſuffered, was, in the conſtruction 
of their law, accurſed. He died upon a croſs; and it is 
written, Curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree (2): No- . 
thing could have a greater reſemblance of ſinful fleſh, than 
| the humble birth, the ſorrowful life, and the ignomini- 
ous Crucifixion, of the Son of God in our nature. As 
theſe circumſtances of meanneſs, diſgrace, and miſery, 
affeQing human nature, are undoubtedly the. conſequences 
of ſin :* ſo they are the very appearances, or the likene/s of 
ſinful fleſh. O, the infinite grace! the wonderful love! 
the divine condeſcenſion of the Son of God . Tous 


(5) 3 Tim, iii, 16. le) Gal. iii, 13. Deut. xzi. 23, 
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| | he be the holy One of /rae!; he was ſent, he came, into 


the world, to fave ſinners, in the liteneſi and reſamblancę of 
their ſinful fleſh, Yet, e 
3. The Son of God was not made ſinful fleſh. He - 
was ONLY ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, but without 
any contagious pollution or infection of ſin itſelf, He 
was e holy and unſpotted, both in his birth, and 
through his life, and at his death. He was conceived in 
the womb of the virgin Mary, who was a finful woman, 
by the overſhadowing power of the holy Ghoſt; and, 
therefore, his conception was ſinleſs, and his birth not 
blemiſhed with any defiling ſtain. His whole life was 
holy, harmleſs and undefiled. He lived entirely to his Fa- 
ther's honour; he completely fulfilled all the will of God; 
and exhibited a practical perfect comment on Jebovab's 
righteous law, in every period and ſtage of his humilia- 
tion. When he laid down his life on the accurſed tree, 
he was indeed maliciouſſy charged with blaſphemy, trea- 
ſon, and every odious crime; but the ſuffering | 
was entirely ſeparated from ſinners, and abſolutely free of 
ſin, even in that ſituation of inconceivable. agony arid 
public ſhame. Surely he who is a Lamb without ble- 
miſh and without ſpot, was then bearing our griefs, and 
carrying our ſorrows ; the chaftiſement of our peace was upon 
him, that by his ſtripes we might be bealed(d). The Son of 
God was really ſent in the fleſh ; but he was ſent only in 
the likeneſs, in nothing but the likeneſs, of ſinſul fleſh, 
He kept his Father's commandments, and continued in his 
Father's love. Such an high prieft became us, who is boly, 
harmleſs, undefiled and ſæparatad from ſinners (e) As the 
children are partakers of fleſh and blood, he alſo took 
part of the very ſame fleſh and blood with them; but fo 
far as their fleſh was defiled and ſinful, he was only a 
partaker of the likeneſs, or ſimilitude, of its ſinfulneſs 
and pollution. Though he was ſent in the likeneſs of ſin- 
ful fleſh, bis human nature was never ſullied with any 
tain, and his whole perſon is the holy One Gd. 
4. The ſending of God's Son in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, 
was abſolutely neceſſary to accompliſh the work of man's 
redemption. In all things ( fin ITSELF excepted) it behaved 
7. to he made like unto bis linful brethren of mankind; that 
e might be @ merciful and faithful High-prieft in things per- 
© > e 
(ad) Ifa, Ii. 5. (e) Heb. vii 26. 
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taining to God, to make reconciliation for the. fins of the peo- 
ple (J). It was expedient, that our High-prieſt, who 
was to make reconciliation for the ſins of his people, ſhould 
be made like unto his brethren, in the ſimilitude of their 
ſinful fleſh, and in all the abaſement, grief and miſery, 
which fin has entailed on its moſt devoted ſervants. Chriſt, 
appearing in the likencſs of an vpright man, could not 
have been made under the law which we had violated ; 


could not have redeemed us from its curſe, by his obedi- 
_ Ence unto death; could not be our. High- prieſt; could 


not by himſclf purge our ſins; could not have been our 
ſurety ; and, had he not been ſent in the ſimilitude of our 
ſinful fleſh, God could not have condemned fin in the 
fleſh of his own Son. Thus it behoved him in all things, 
relating to the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, to be made like unto 
his brethren, whoſe redemption he was to purchaſe, and 
for whoſe ſins he was to make reconciliation, as their 
merciful. and faithful High-prieft. But this calls our at- 
tention to another moſt important view of the means men- 
tioned in the text, whereby God redeems ſinners to him- 
ſelf: to wit, 2, Yo REL F 
IV. The character in which the Son of God ſtood at the 
bar of his Father's law; he was /ubſtituted For six. A 
prophet ſays, The Lord laid on him the iniquity of us all (g). 
An apoſtle teſtifies, that God hath. made him wwho knew no 
ſin, to be fin for us (h). And the text repreſents the holy 
child Jeſus, as a ſubſtitute FOR SIN (z), I conceive 
the meaning of the expreſſion is, That he was made the 
ſurety, and put in the room, of guilty ſinners; — That 
their iniquity was laid upon him; That he became a ſa- 
crifice for their ſin; and That all his ſufferings were in- 


flicted, and endured, on account of ſin which he bare in 


his own body. W rad” 26 5; 
1, Chriſt, God's own Son, being ſubſtituted for ſin 
implies, that he was made the ſurety, and put in the room, 
of guilty ſinners. Sinners are utterly unable, either to 
perform that perfect obedience which the law of God re- 


quires, or to make a ſatisfaction for their offences which 


( Heb. ii. 17. (g) Iſa. liii. 6. Mer, v. a. 
(i) For Ain. (vg. æhrã lig) is the very phraſe in the Septuagint, by which 
the fin-offerings, that typified the ſubſlituted ſacrifice of CHRIST, were uſually 
expreſſed, A great many inſtances of this are collected by Dr Mbitby, on the 


L 


place, 5 


EFFECT ED BY THE SON OF GOD. 4 
his juſtice can poſſibly accept. But the Son of God, be- 
coming our ſurety, undertook for bis people, both to ful- 
fil the righteouſneſs of the law, and to make the infinitely" 
precious atonement. His Father mercifully called him to 
take our place, to obey and ſuffer in our ſtead, He pre- 
ſcribed' the work his Son was to perform, and gave him 
the perſons he was to repreſent. Our Redeemer cordially 
acquieſced in his Father's will; he chearfully received his 
Father's gift; and, as our Repreſentative, engaged his 
heart to approach unto God. Thus he became ſin for us (&); 
that is, he was made our proxy and our ſurety; he became 
reſponſible for all our debt, and for all our guilt. Her is 
a wide door of hope for ſinners ready fo periſh. Here is 


matter of everlaſting praiſe, to employ the hearts and 


tongues of the redeemed ftom among men. E 
2. God's own Son being ſubſtituted for' n, imports, 
— that his Father /4id bn him the iniquity of all thoſe offenders, 
whom he repreſented-as a ſurety, This ſtupendous truth 
is expreſsly aſſerted by the, prophet; ve all like Toft" tip 
have gone aſtray ; we have turned every one to his own way, 
and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us all - and again, 
He was numbered with the tranſgreſſors, and bare. th fin of 
many (I). When Jeſus. became a ſurety for his 'people; 
he engaged to fulfil all righteouſneſs in their ſtead, and to 
make an adequate ſatisfa8ion for all their tranſgrefſions;, 
He did not undertake to ſee their debt paid, and fatisfac- 
tion made, by ſome means or other; as bondſmen com! 
monly bind themſelves for their friends in joint ſecurities, 
in order to ſtrengthen their credit ; always preſuming, that 
theſe bonds will be diſcharged, in whole, or in the greateſt 
part, by the debtors themſelves. No: He took the whole 
debt, and the whole guilt, of his 4% ſbeep upon himſelf 
alone. On this ground, he became à debtor 10 do the whole 
law, and to fulfil all that righteouſneſs it could demand 
from them, both as they were reaſonable creatures, and as 
they were now. become obnoxious criminals. Hence their 
intquity itſelf was laid upon him, by God the judge of all; 
and he was regarded by his holy Father, as juſtly charg- 
able with all their iniquity and tranſgreſfion and fin :"n6t 
that he perpretated the criminal facts, but only became 
reſponſible at the bar of God for the malignity and guilt 
of their old man, and of all its ungodly deeds. Theſe 
| Were 


0 
WW, 


— n c . = = ns S N — — = 
U x 7 8 — 22 Lett i rr — — —— — — 2 —_ — — ——— 
8 — = = at, Py - > — _—_ - >2 b = = 7 
ho oa — = FS. aa - — ” — — - 1 — — —— 2 — 2 — - — — 
- Fe 2 22 2 "= 2 — — — ns —_ Ax — 
- * — . = R 1 S tp PP: : 


EL 6 — — 15 
TY IO a - —— — r 
* _— — r * . 3 A 
<< . . - Aa IS 
le — bt — . 


42 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 
were /et to his account in law reckoning, and laid upon him 
as their Repreſentative. A conſideration which at once 
clears the Son of God from being deemed a perſonal tran- 
greſſor of the law, and vindicates the juſtice of the Lord 
in bruiſing him, and making his ſoul an offering for ſin. 
The Old Teſtament church was inſtructed concerning 
this doctrine, by the type of the /cape-goat which was to 
be preſented before the Lord, after the Goat of the.ſin- 
offering had been killed for the people. Ther, ſays the Lord 
to Moſes, Aaron ſhall lay both his hands upon the head of the 
live Goat, and confeſs over him all the iniquities of the children 


of Iſrael, and all their tranſgreſſions, in all 1 PUT 
e 


TING THEM upon the head of the goat : and the goat ſhall 
bear upon him all their iniguities, unto a land not inhabited (m). 
This goat was a figure or type of the Lord Jeſus ; and. the 
putting of their fins upon the. goat, a lively repreſentation 
of laying our iniquity upon Chriſt, the ſurety of the better 
covenant. . Now, what was the effect of that yearly ſer- 
vice on the day of univerſal atonement in Jrael? On that 
day ſhall the prieji make an atonement for you, that ye may be 
cleau from all your fins before the Lord (n). Such alſo is the 
effect of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son; when ſprink- 
led on the conſcience, it cleanſeth from all ſin (o). 2 
3. God's own Son being ſubſtituted for /in ſuggeſts, 


1 


that he was made a ſacrifice for fin. The poor delinquents 


under the moſaic diſpenſation, who brought their offering 
to the altar of the Lord, were directed to lay their hand 
on the devoted beaſt ; ſignifying, by this uſage, the tranſ- 


ferring of guilt from the offerer to the ſacrifice, Confor- 


mably to the import of this ceremony, Chriſt aſſumed our 
demerit, and bare our fins in his own body as our ſurety. 


The ſin-offering muſt bleed and die on the Lord's altar, 


without being ſpared, or even pitied ; becauſe it was ſub- 
ſtituted for fin. In like manner, the Son of God being 
ſent in the likeneſs of finful fleſh, and ſubſtituted for. fin, 


to repreſent ſinners, and to bear their iniquity, it pleaſed 


the Lord to bruiſe: him, and to put him to grief, and to 
make his ſoul an offering for fin. God ſpared not his own 
Son. The uſe of ſacrifices began immediately after the re- 
velation of Chriſt as the woman's ſeed ; and, by the ap- 
pointment of heaven, which firſt directed men to ſuch ſer- 
vices; they continued in the church, until Jeſus was glo- 
wr f Tine 
(m) Lev. xvi, 27, 2. () ver. 30. (e) 1 John i, 7. Heb. ix. 14. 
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_ Cified in his aſcenſion to fill all things. An incanteſtible 
evidence, that animal ſacrifices and offerings for fin were 
typical inſtructions to mankind, concerning Chre/t our paſi. 
over, who, in the fulneſs of time, was ſacrificed for us; 
who, through the eternal Spirit, offered himſelf without 
ſpot to God for us; who by himſelf purged our fins, while 
he fuffered the very puniſhment of them in the fleſh; and 
who once ſuffered for fins, the juſt for the unjuſt. I ſhall 
L 54 That the Son of God being ſubſtituted for ſin, teaches 
us to regard all his ſufferings as inflicted by the Father, 
and endured by himſelf, on account of the fin which he bare 
in his own body, as a public repreſentative of his people. 
If we contemplate his ſufferings in this great and ſeriptu- 
ral view, the offence of the croſs muſt ceaſe; and, inftead 
of undervaluing the Lord of life and glory, becauſq be was 
a man of ſorrows and acquainted with griefs, we ſhould 
eſteem Chriſt crucified, the power of God, and the wi/dam of 
Gui (p), Did we canſider him as bearing aur griefs,. and 
carrying our ſorrows, in every ſtage of his humiliation, 
and in every ſtep of his ſufferings, we ſhould reckon his 
reproach, our ineſtimahle treaſure ; we wauld be con- 
trained, by a conviction of duty, and a ſenſe of grati- 
tude, to glory only in his croſs, which is the exulting 
triumph of the ſtrong, and the ſovereign conſalation of the 
weak believer. He was cut off, but nat for * for 
the tranſgreſſion af his praple was he ſmitten. Were his 
ſufferings extremely ſevere, and various, and debaſing? 
Yes, they were: but they were all neceſſary to finiſh aur 
 tranſgreſhon, and to obtain eternal redemption for us; they 
were inflited and endured, in all their circumſtances, and 
in all their extent, to atone for gur guilt, and to bring 
us unto God. By theſe ſufferings ſor ſin, the Captain of 
our ſalvation was made perſect, in all the glories of his 
exalted ſtate; and by them, his faithful followers hall, in | 
all things, be more than conquerors. _ 11 
Theſe meditations: on the ſubſtitution of the Son of Gd 

our Saviour, are deeply intereſting to us, It is not ſaid, 
that God ſubſtituted Chriſt for Sor way (farmer | 
atrocious fins; but the text ſu , that Gad ſubſtituted 

his own Son for SIN it/elf. — its nature, is 8 tranſ- 
* of the law of God. This view of L 
- : * ; 2 1 75 1 + | e 


 (p) x Co. i. 23, 24. 
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Ml 44 COMPLETE REDEMPTION 7 
hh the. whole of its infinite malignity, in all its various forme 
. and appearances. Chriſt was ſubſtituted for ſin; for the 
El body of ſin; for ſin in every form; for ſin as a want of 
. conformity unto, or a tranſgreſſion of, the law of God. 
1 You cannot conceive. of fin in a light ſo terrible and diſ- 
1 couraging, as the ſubſtitution of God's Son is relieving 
and comfortable to the guilty conſcience. How ſhould 
our Souls be loſt in wonder and praiſe, while we look 
into this great myſtery of godlineſs! God hath made 
Chriſt, who knew no fin, to be ſin for us; that we, who 
are far from righteouſneſs, might be made the righteoul-. 
ift yd bouncy bo 
V. The #/th and laſt article on the means mentioned 
in the text, whereby God hath accompliſhed the work of 
man's redemption, relates to the immediate e of the 
ſubſtitution of the Lord Jeſus for fin; hereby GOD con- 
demned fin in the fleſh. Four things on this point have a 
claim to our careful attention: to wit, The e in which 
fin was condemned : — n which was condemned in the 
fleſh; — The condemnation of ſin in that fleſh ; and — The 
judge who condemned it; God condemned fin in the fleſh. 

1. What are we to underſtand by the fleſb, in which 
God hath condemned fin? I have already ſaid, that the 
word-is here uſed to ſignify the fleſh, or the human nature of 
of CHRIST, as that nature or fleſh: ſubſiſts in union. to 
the -perſon of God's own Son. When the apoſtle was to 
deſcribe the appearance of the Redeemer in a ſtate of hu- 
miliation, his expreſſion was, God ſent bis own Son in the 

likeneſs of ſinful fleſh ; but when he comes to declare the 
nature and efficacy of the ſufferings Chriſt underwent in . 
that humbled ſtate, he changes the phraſe, and tells us, 
that God condemned fin in the fleſh; not in the likene/s of 
ſinful fleſh, but ſimply in the feſb. It is the peculiar glo- 
ry of the great God our Saviour, that he is very God and 
very man in one perſon. The eternal word was made 
. fleſh. He whom the heaven, and the heaven of heavens, 
cannot contain, lay hid in the womb of a virgin. He 
who bindeth the deep in ſwaddling bands, was himſelf 
wrapped in ſwaddling clothes, and laid in a manger, He 
who is the antient of days, was born an infant, He who 
is the everlaſting Father, became a virgin's child. He 
who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, was in an agony in 
the garden, and ſweated great drops of blood, He who 


. 
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only hath immortality, became obedient unto death, He 
who is the. moſt High and moſt Holy, was made a curſe 
for us. Theſe are myſteries in revealed religion, after 
which reaſon gropes in vain ;. whilſt faith, viewingthem 
in the record of God, aſſents, admires, and adores. To 
diſpute theſe myſteries, is the ſame as to diſbelieve them ; 
and to diſbelieve, is to be undone for ever: for be that 
beheveth not, ſhall be damned (9). e 

Lou will obſerve in this repreſentation of the perſon of 
Chriſt, that characters, really differing from one another, 
yea directly oppoſite to each other, are attributed to the 
one Mediator between God and men. All the eſſential per- 
fections of eternal godhead, and all the deſcriptions of 
true and proper manhood, unite in Inmanuel's myſterious 
perſon. Now, let it be remembered, that his Godhead 
could neither be under the law, nor ſuffer the puniſhment 
of ſin; for God is bleſſed for evermore 55 All the obedi- 
ence of Chriſt was performed, and all. his ſufferings were 


endured, ONLY in the fleſb, that is, in his whole human 


nature, - comprehending both his ſoul and his body, view- 
ed as ſubſiſting in his infinite and eternal perſon. QwLY 
his fleſh or human nature obeyed and ſuffered ; but his 
- obedience and ſufferings are not to be conſidered merely as 

the obedience nd eee -an human nature,. but as 


the obedience and ſufferings of God's own Son mabifeſt 
in the fleſh, wherein he both magnified the law, and ſatiſ- 
| | ü N ; 


hed for ſin. 


4. The crime which God condemns in the fleſh of his 


own Son is SIN. Sin being{a- tranſgreſſion of the law 


of God, it muſt be exceedingly ſinful in itſelf, and exceed- 


ingly deteſtable in the ſight of the great Lawgiver. He 
pronounces it the abominable thing which' his ſoul hates (s), 
with the moſt perfect hatred, and with an irreconcileable 


Abhorrence, Sin is condemned in his holy law, and the 


vengeance of heaven follows it, as the ſhadow . does the 


body. Sin is a crime which God cannot pardon without 


a ſatisfaction, an evil which he cannot ſpare. Becauſe 


the Lord our God is holy, he muſt hate ſin; becauſe he is 
Juſt, he muſt condemn it; and becauſe he is good, he muſt 


deftroy it from under the heavens, But foraſmuch as his 


wrath. could never have its full effect againſt ſin in the 
perſons of finite creatures, and as he purpoſed in himſelf 
f | : | | to 


(2) Mark xvi, 36, + () Rom. ix, 5. (s) Jer. xliv, 4. 
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46 COMPLETE REDEMPTION. 
to magnify his grace in ſaving a numberleſs multitude of 


mankind-finners ; it was his good pleaſure to accomplifh 
this merciful deſign, by condemning ſin in the fleth of his 
own Son, and by infling the puniſhment due to it upon 
3. What is implied in the condemnation of fin in the fleſfi 
of God's own Son? I anſwer, (1.) This condemnation of 
fin in Chriſt's fleſh ſuggeſts, that when the Lord laid on 
him the iniquity of his people, the ſentence of the law 
againſt ſin ſtill continued in its full forte and vigour, Sin 


being imputed to the glorious ſurety, the ſentence of con- 


demnation immediately iſſued againſt him, who was made 


fin for us; and hence it is written, that Chriſt was made d 


curſe for us (t). The curſe denounced againſt ſin, ri- 
gorouſly exacted ſatisfaction from the ſecond Adam, as foon 
as it found him engaged in a new covehant with his 
Father, and ſuſtaining the character of a repreſentative; 
(2.) This condemnation of fin in the fleſh of Chriſt im- 
plies, that the ſentence of the law againſt ſin, was -exes 


cuted upon the Son of God in our fleſh, without the ſmall» 


eſt abatement. He drank the laſt drop of the cup his Fa- 
ther gave him to drink; He paid the uttermoſt farthing 
of the debt for which he covenanted; and he went as far 
in ſuffering for ſin, as the hand of juſtice could poſſibly go | 
in the puniſhment of it. It pleaſed the Lord to-bruſe 
bim (u). He who is very - pitiful, who does not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men, was pleafed to 


- bruiſe his own Son in our fleſh, and to execute on him 
his tremendous curſe, in all its extent and bitterneſs. (3.) 


God was illuſtriouſly glorified, by condemning ſin in the 
fleſh of his own Son. By proceeding in this manner, the 
God of heaven has given both angels and men, an awful 
and inſtructive demonſtration of fin's infinite malig- 
nity; a clear and indifputable evidence of the holineſs 
and authority of his law; a ſtanding witneſs of his un- 
yielding abhorrence of all iniquity; a memorable. caveat 
againſt every appearance of evil ; and an unparalleled dif- 
play of his merciful kindneſs towards men. Here is am- 


ple matter for everlaſting wonder, thankfulnefs, and j. 


to angels, but much more to the ranfomed of the Lor : 
(4.) The execution of the fentence of the broken law upon 
the Lord Jeſus, when God condemned ſin in his fleſh, was 
| 10 
(e) Gal, ii. 13. | (a) Ia, Lit, 10. 0 
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ſo to ſpeak) a ſentence of death paſſed againſt ſin in his 
doe A N. ſurety's complete W hiding the diſ- 
charge of the inſolvent debtors; his infinitely valuable 


atonement and ſatisfaction rendered it a juſt thing with 


God to pardon their tranſgreſſions, to juſtify their per- 
ſons, and to ſave them with an everlaſting ſalvation, The 

Fudge of heaven and earth having made his own Son, 
who was manifeſted in our fleth, a curſe for us, and hay- 


ing condemned fin in his fleſhz redemption from the curſe 


of the law, and from all iniquity, with all the blefings of 
the new covenant, become, in the right of their Surety, 


the legal heritage of thoſe criminals whom he repreſented. - 


4. The text directs us to confider GOD. as the Fudge 
who condemned fin in the fleſh of Jeſus. In pronounc- 
ing, and executing, this ſentence of condemnation againſt 
fin,” in the fleſh of his own Son, we muſt regard the Fa- 
ther, (1) as ſuſtaining and vindicating the honour of. the 
Deity, which was inſulted by the rebellion and diſobedi- 
ence of mankind ; (2) as purſuing fin with inflexible ab- 
horrence, and revenging the diſhonour it has done his 
perfections and law, to the very uttermoſt of its bound 
leſs demerit; and (3) as diſplaying the exceeding riches 
of his grace, in his kindneſs towards men, through Chriſt 


Jeſus. In this awful diſpenſution, we may fee the incxo> 


rable ſeverity of God againſt fin, and the endearing ten · 
derneſs of his pitying love to ſinners. He condemned fin 
in the fleſh of his Son, that the righteouſneſs of the law 
might be fulfilled in us; that, covered with the robe of 
the Surety's righteouſneſs, imputed 'to us, and received 
by faith alone, we might become the righteouſpeſs of God 
in him. O!] the riches, the unſearchable riches of the 
grace of God ! He ent his 'own Son in the likeneſs of finful 
fleſh, and for fin condemned ſim in the fleſh of his Son, that 
he might effectually accompliſh what the law, in that it 
as wenl through the fleſh; could not do; that he might re- 
deem ſinners to himſelf by the death of his Son, and 


crown them with loving-kindneſs and tender mercies. 
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ſubject, I ſhall now proceed to point out ſome of 
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43 . COMPLETE REDEMPTION | 
the inferences that may be collected from the text, by : 


way of practical improvement, or 

- >ALP-P: LiL:0: AT; 0: N. 
i. Here we are called to contemplate the deplorable 
circumſtances of human nature, in its. fallen and ruined 
condition. The deſcription of man's natural ſtate, that 


has been preſented to our conſciences from the word of 
God, is deeply alarming. Nothing but an infatuation, 


as much contrary to reaſon, as it muſt be pernicious in 


its conſequences, can account for the ſtupid indifference 


of miſerable finners, to the extreme wretchedneſs of their 
preſent condition, and to the awful proſpects of everlaſt- 


ing deſtruction. The text awakens us to conſideration, 


As ſinners, we are ee gg of the law of God, yea, 

ainſt it. Our views and diſpoſitions, 
our delights and wiſhes, our hopes and deſigns, are all 
directed, in a diametrical and fixed oppoſition to the will 


of God. Having forfeited the protection of his law as a 
friendly guardian, we are under its dreadful curſe; becauſe 


we have ſinned, and violated its holy precepts. Sin hav- 


ing extinguiſhed the life of God in our ſouls, the law is 
not able to do us the ſmalleſt favour. On the contrary, 


the commandment which was ordained to life, now ope- 
rates unto death. It draws its bow with unpitying zeal, 
and, with a ſteady aim, directs the arrows of almighty 
vengeance againſt the life of preſumptuous rebels. N o- 
thing but patience,— provoked, inſulted, abuſed patience, 
withholds the fatal dart from doing immediate execution 
upon the far greateſt part of mankind, O ! that wewere 
wiſe, O!] that we would conſider our preſent condition 
that we would look forward (the proſpect is not very diſ- 


tant, whatever we may dream) — O!] that we would look 


forward to our latter end. But who can deſcribe ? who 
can conceive the horrors, the deep, the endleſs horrors of 
that abyſs of tremendous woe, into which death precipi- 
tates the unbelieving ſinner? O] that, knowing the ter- 
rors of the Lard, we.might be perſuaded to flee for re- 
fuge to Gop's owN Son, whom his Father hath /ent in the 


likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, & e. and whom he: ſets forth, in goſ- 


pel declarations, unto ſinners as ſuch, to be à propitiatios 
for fin, through faith in his blagd, Gad is kind to tell us 
| | | wiuhaß 
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what we are, what we deſerve, and what we have to fear, 
He is very kind in uſing every means to alarm our care- 
leſs minds; and in certifying us, that we can have no 
relief from the law, by which we ſtand condemned as 
tranſgreſſors. Believe it, brethren, we are deeply inter- 

eſted in theſe humbling truths. Shew a regard to yo 
own fouls, by laying them up in your hearts, and Sing 
habitually under the influence of them upon your con- 
ſciences, . of „„ 
2. This text is an expreffive mirror to manifeſt the 
egregious folly of deluded legalifts, who ſeek to acquire the 
| favour of God, and a title to eternal life, by their own 
_ righteouſneſs. The lay cannot do one kind office to ſin- 
ners. The wickedneſs of the fe ſo entirely diſables the 
divine Jaw from'helping them, that it cannot ſo much as 
pity their miſery and ruin. They that are in the fleſh, can. 
not pleaſe God (w). They cannot fulfil the righteouſneſs 
of the law, and therefore cannot eſcape the wrath and curſe 
of God. How hall ſinful men be juſtified with God? A 
principal deſign of the law is, to confound all who truſt 
in themſelves as righteous, and to convince them that they 
are verily guilty before God. The inſolent Pbariſte breath 
ed the ſpirit of pride, and uttered the language of folly, 
while he poured out his felf-complimenting prayer; God, 
I thank thee, Jam not as other men are; extortioners, unjuſt 
adulterers ; or even as this publican who ftands afar off: Taft 
tute in the week ; I grve tithes of all that I poſſeſs (x). Now 
if we' ſhould ſuppoſe all this to be true; could he be juſ- 
tified," on ſuch a ground before God? No; he was not, 
he could not be, thereby juſtified. He exalted himſelf; 
and God who is able to abaſe the proud, regarded him 
with abhorrence 6) Fe who ſeek to eſtabliſh a righte- 
ouſneſs by the works of the law, conſider what you muſt 
be, and what you muff' Zo, and what you muſt ſuffer, be- 
fore you can ſucceed in your attempt Vou muſ? be wy | 
as God is holy, in all your views, aims, tempers and diſ- 
poſitions. - No vain thought, no evil imagination, no in- 
ordinate defire, muſt fo much as exiſt in your ſouls. You 
muſt be the living, the undefiled image of the Lord of 
glory. Conſider alſo what you mf ds. Your obedience 
to the whole law in eyery point, muſt be abſolute and 
complete. You muſt do * will of God in all things, as 
; t 
(wv) Ram, viii. 8, - (x) Luke xviii, 11, 13, (9) Ver. 14. 
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So COMPLETE REDEMPTION ' 
the.angels do in heaven. . your ſoul, your 


ſtrength, and your mind muſt be employed in the ſervice of 
God, through the whole courſe of your lives, without 


Jangour, without any defect, and without interruption. 
—And conſider, final! 


niſhment of all the fins you have committed. You muſt 


endure the wrath of God, coming upon you to the utter- 


moſt that fin deſerves, and that he has threatened to in- 
flict upon ſinners.—All this you muſt be, and do, and 
ſuffer, before the law can accept your perſons, or reward 
your righteouſneſs, lt og W554 % 
Surely if we believed theſe things, we would utterly 
deſpair of obtaining divine favour by ſuch a means; and, 
under the influence of this belief, the Son of God, (ſent 
in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and ſubſtituted for ſin; that 


God might condemn fin in his fleſh) would appear to our 


guilty deſpairing conſciences, the chief among ten. thauſand, 


and altogether lovely. Before you can acquire a title to ever- 
laſting life by your own performances, both the precepts. 


and the threatenings of the law muſt be made void; yea, 
if this way to happineſs. be practicable, Chriſt was bum- 


bled, he ſuffered, he died, in vain, If you believe that 


what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the fleſh, God has done, by ſending his own Son in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh, and for ſin condemned fin in the fleſh; 
you muſt acknowledge and deteſt the folly, the infatu- 
ation, and the ſoul-ruining preſumption of thoſe ſinners, 
who go about to eſtabliſh a righteouſneſs of their own, not 


y, what you muſt ſuffer, in order to 
be juſtified by your own works. You muſt bear the pu- 


5 


| ſubmitting to the righteouſneſs of God our Saviour. Were 


you perſuaded of this doctrine, you would cry with the 


man after God's heart, Enter not into judgment with thy 


Fervant, for in thy fight ſhall no man living be juſtified (x) 


by his own performances: You would cordially. pray with 


the abaſhed publican, God be merciful to us. ſinners (a). 
You would doubtleſs, with the apoſtle of the Gentiles, 


count all things, relating to your own goodneſs, either of 
heart or life, bu? los, that you may. win Chriſt, and be found 


in him, not having your own righteouſneſs which is of the law, 


but that which is through-the faith of Chriſt; the righteouſneſs 
which 1s of God by faith (b) : And, with him, you would 


exclaim, God forbid that we ſhould glory, ſave: in * 


12 (=) Pſal, cxliii a. (a) Luke xviii, 3. (6) Phil, ii 8. 9. 


EFFECTED BY THE SON OF GOD 5 
ef our Lord Jeſus Chrift (t); ſave only in that righteouſ- 
_ neſs which he finiſhed, when he expired on the accurſed 
tree. = | TY Oy 
3. In this text we ſee the people of God reproved for 
the legal bias and diſpoſition of their minds. It is their 
happineſs not to be under the law, but under grace (d). Be- 
lievers are not under the law in the form of a covenant of 
works, which promiſes life as a reward of perfect obedi- 
ence, and threatens death as the puniſhment of ſin. It 
is their dignifying privilege to be under grace; that is, 
under the kindly diſpenſation of the covenant of grace, which 


> 3: } 1g 


they queſtion his kindneſs and care (2), even though his 
e e an e e word 
nnn . i 
(e) The preacher cannot be ſuſpected of a deſign to vindicate, far leſs can be 
be charged with an intention to promote, the unbelief, the doubtful mind, and 
the ungodly jealouſics, of the ſaints, He only narrates a melancholy truth, 2 
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word has given them the ſtrongeſt and the moſt explicit 


aſſurances of both. In proſperity, they are ready to be- 
come ſecure and ſelf-confident ; in adverſity, their ſoul is 
caft down in them, their confidence in God is caſt away, 
and their hope cut off. Wo 
Brethren, if theſe things be ſo, it is too evident, that 
there js in the ſaints themſelves a ſtrong legal bias, turning 


away their minds from God revealing his glory in the goſ- 


pe], and bringing them into bondage under the Jaw. A 
goſpel ſpirit regards nothing but the exceeding riches of 


the grace of God; the abſolute freedom and ſovereignty 


of his promiſes; the perfection and excellency of Chriſt's 
3 | N 154.11 052, eth 

Kxes a brand of deferved cenſure upon the criminal conduct he deſcribes—He 
narrates a melancholy truth, that te people of God frequently fuſpef? bis love, and 
ueſtion bis kindneſs and care. Who can be ſo hardy as to inſinuate a doubt con- 
8 this fact, while it is ſo clearly. witneſſed in the ſeriptures, and fo unhap- 
ily confirmed by the mournful experience of all that fear God in every age? 
he Old Teſtament records many examples of ſuch unbelief ; as the reader may 
ſee in various paſſages of his Bible; particularly in Pſal. Ixxvii. 612. Iſa. xl. 
27. and chap. xlix. 14. and chap. I. 10. The New Teſtament furniſhes proofs 


of the humbling truth, which are no leſs clear and explicit. There the meek 


and loving. Jeſus, on ſeveral occafions, upbraids his genuine diſciples, as perſons 
of little faith, who were diſtreſſed with perplexing anxieties of mind concerning 
their raiment, Matt. vi. 28, 30. who were ovetwhelmed with ſuch fears as ma- 
nife ſted an abſence or defect in the exerciſe of their faith, Luke viii. 24, 25. or 
were flow of heart to believe, Luke xxiv. 25. There we are told, that Peter de- 
pied his Lord, denied him with an oath, yea, denied him with horrid execrations, 
Matt. xxvi. 70, 72, 74+ The two bust going to Emmaut, doubted, nay, 
they ftrongly inſinuated their fearful and faithleſs ſuſpicions, that Feſus was not 


| #be Chriſt, Luke xxiv. 21, 22. Thomas reſolved not to bel eve that Chrift was 


riſen, without ſeeing him, and feeling the prints of the nails and ſpear in his 

hands and fide, Fobn xx. 25, Jeſus aſked his diſciples, Do ye wow believe ? 
John xvi. 31. intimating, that they had not believed the doctrine, relating to. his 
Sonſhip and mediation, a/zways, even ſince they became his followers ; and that 
their faith of it would ſoon be (ſhaken, - FarTH and HOLINESS are always in 
a juſt proportion to one another, Gal, v. 6, and, for the ſame reaſon, arx, or prac- 
tical enormity, is conſtantly connected with unzzsLIze, Heb, iii. 12. If, 


therefore, we find the ſaints greatly deficient in the fruits of righteouſneſs 3 


| if we find them acting under the power of evil tempers; we are clearly warrant- 


WS 


d to ſay, that they are not walking by faith, that they are forgetful of the ex. 
E which ſpeaks unto them as unto children, and that their faith is as far 
dead as it is unfruitfol. Even the people of God deſpiſe his chaftenings, or faint 
under his rebukes, on many trying occaſions; they are fearful, anxious, and im- 
patient; they are carnal, rather than ſpiritual z babes in Chriſt, rather than grown 


men. While there are among them envying, and ftrife, and divifions ; are they 


not carnal, and walk as men, and not as believers on the Son of God? So far as 
they fail in holineſs, and ſo far as they indulge fin, ſo far they are not li ring 


by faith unfeigned. So far as they are anxiouſly careful about their food, or rai- 


ment, or buſineſs, they are of little faith; they queſtion the kindneſs and care 
of their heavenly Father, Alas ! How frequently do they come ſhort of the 
glory of God, this vy! Such is the FACT which the preacher aarroces, 
and ſuch the CR1MINAL CONDUCT he cepſuress  ' "© © 
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ſurety-righteouſneſs; and the clear and ſufficient warrant ' 
every man has to appropriate and enjoy all ſalvation, as it 
is revealed and offered, in the ſure word of prophecy, unto 


ſinners of mankind, Theſe are the principles of evange- 


| lical holineſs; theſe the ſources of a Chriſtian's liberty in 
walking with God. The man who appropriates theſe 


comforts, and lives in a perſuaſion that they are ſufficient 
and ſatisfying to his ſoul in every condition, lives by faith, 
and walks by faith. „ | 
Permit me to aſk thoſe among you that fear the Lord, 
and obey the voice of his ſervant—why do you forſake theſe 
living principles of the doctrine of Chriſt? Why do you 
hope or fear, according to the good or ill opinion you have 
of yourſelves? The true reaſon certainly is, that you de- 
fire to be under the law(f). When you think you are in 
any meaſure conformable to its precepts, you pleaſe your- 
ſelves with ſelf-gratulating expectations of a reward; but 
when conſcience accuſes, when you hear the curſe of the 
law condemning your conduct, inſtead of flying to IEsus 
 CaxrisT as the propitiation for ** ſins, you are diſcou- 
raged, you faint, you deſpair. My dear friends, why 4s 
you thus requite the Lord? Why 1 
forſake the fountain of living waters, and hew out to your ſtlves 
cfterns, broken ciſterns, that can hold no water? Why would 


ye go to the law for comfort, ſeeing the God of peace is 


enthroned upon the mercy-ſeat? Is there no God in the 


- revelation of goſpel-grace, that ye would go to the cove- 
nant of works for relief? Believe it, firs, upon the au- 


thority of God's word, that the law cannot relieve, can- 
not comfort you, in that it is not only ea through the 


fleſh, but dead to you as believers in Chrift (g). Believe, 


upon the ſame aries that the Son of God, who was 
ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, is the end of the law for 


righteouſneſs to your guilty perſons ;' and that all the grace 


and truth of the Father of mercies come by Jeſus Chriſt ; 
only by him. Expect all from God in a way of free grace 
through Chriſt, and W in a way of reward for your 
_ obedience, according to the Iaw. Reckon yourſelves dead 
to the law as 4 covenant, on the foot of Chriſt's being 


made under the law in your ſtead. Beware, Chriſtians, ' 


O beware of a legal temper, which pours contempt on 
the grace of God, which diſhonours the mediation of his 
| 3 oon 

(f) Gal, iv. 21. e) Nom. vii, 6. 


ould you ungratefully 


— ͤ—— — — 


54 COMPLETE REDEMPTION © 
own Son, and-brings your ſouls into deep waters. Give 
unto the Lord the 54 due unto his name. Honour him 
as having accompliſhed your redemption to himſelf, by 
ſending his own Son in the. likeneſs of finful fleſh, and for ſin 
condemned your fin in the fleſh of his Son. Liying on theſe 
principles, you ſhall glorify God, and grow up into 
Chriſt as your head in all things (5). be 

4. This text demonſtrably proves the NECESSITY of the 
goſpel, as a means of ſalvation to our world, which is fill- 
ed with ſin and rebellion againſt the Lord. There are 
only !wo ways that can lead reaſonable creatures to the 
enjoyment of God, and perfect happineſs, The law is 
one way, and the go/pel the other. Beſides theſe two, 
there is not a third. What ſome call a go/pel-law, (or, a 
new conſtitution, requiring and accepting ſincere endeavours 
to ſerve God, as an evangelical righteouſneſs, for which 
ſinners are juſtified in his ſight), is fo directly oppoſite to 
the nature both of the law and of the goſpel, ſo deeply in- 
jurious to the perfect holineſs of the divine command- 
ment, and ſo deſtructive to the ſovereignty of redeeming 
grace; that it can never be admitted by thoſe who ho- 
nour the ſcriptures.—I ſaid, The Law is one way to lead 
reaſonable creatures to the everlaſting enjoyment of God 
and perfect happineſs. God made both men and angels 
in his own image, and after his likeneſs. While they 
continued in that holy ſtate, the divine law was a plain 
and unerring road to happineſs. The holy angels who kept 
their firſt eſtate, have found it an high and a ſure way to 
confirmed and everlaſting bliſs; and if Adam had ſtood in 


his integrity, he would have found it equally ſucceſsful 


for himſelf and for his poſterity. But the law can only 
guide its loyal and obedient ſubjects to the poſſeſſion of the 
| heavenly reſt. A deviation from the path of duty, were 
it but in one point, precipitates the ſinner into deſtruc- 
tion. He can never recover a falſe ſtep, ſo as to reſtore 
himſelf to divine favour, or raiſe himſelf to the enjoy- 
ment of ſalvation, by the works of the law. Such; thro' 
the fall of Adam, is the condition of all mankind before 
God. Hence we are told by the apoſtle, that what things 
feever the law ſaith, it ſaith to them who are under the 2 3 
that every mouth may be flopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before God: therefore, by the deeds of the law, there hall 

| no 


{b) Rom. iv. 20. Eph. iv. 15, 


EF FECTED BY THE SON OF GOD. 53; 
no fleſh be juſtified in his fight (i). This way to the enjoy- 
ment of God and heaven, is now abſolutely, and ſor ever, 
ſhut againſt the whole human race : for to bring a tranſ- 
greſſor to happineſs, is what the law cahnot do, in that it 
is weak through the fleſh. : Vö»i⅛X1., 

This being, without exception, the deplorable ſtate of 
our world, it is evident, that the GosPEL muſt be the ozly 
way to guide us to the knowledge and enjoyment of eter- 


nal life. The goſpel is a word of ſalvation (k) which God 


mercifully ſends tothe loſt family of Adam, wherein he 
teſtifies, that He was in Chriſt reconciling the world to bim- 
felf,, not imputing their treſpaſſis unto them (I); that the de- 
fign of favour to our accurſed race, originated in his own 
boundleſs, ſovereign, pitying love (); that He has am- 


ply provided for the law's honour, in the $3 of redemp- 
); 


tion, contrived by his manifold wiſdom (); that He has 
laid all our help on HIS OWN SON; that he ſent and ſealed 
his Son with divine authority, to fulfil the righteouſneſs 
of the broken law, and to ſuffer the puniſhment of our 
- ſin; that he prepared a body and a ſoul, to ſubſiſt in my- 
ſerious union to the perſon of his Son, wherein he ſhould 
really partake of our fleſh and blood; that the Son of 
God was ſent and came in the very form and likeneſs of 
our debaſed ſinful fleſh, when he aſſumed our nature, and 
while he continued in a ſtate of humiliation ; that he was 
entirely free of ſin's polluting ſtain, and yet really ſubſti- 
tuted in the room of ſinners, and took upon himſelf their 
iniquities; that God condemned ſin, and puniſhed it to 
the uttermoſt, in the fleſh of his own Son; and that the 
ſacrifice and offering of his own Son is unto God for a 
ſweet-ſmelling ſavour. Theſe are the doctrines of the 
goſpel, not as they are general and ab/traf? truths; but as 
they are a word of ſalvation, bearing a direct and immediate 
addreſs unto EVERY law condemned SINNER, who reads 
his Bible, or hears the goſpel. God ſends theſe precious 
_ declarations to the conſcience of every ſinner who is favour- 
ed to hear them, that every hearer may believe them, and 


rejoice in the abundance of their everlaſting comfort; 


eſteeming them the word of divine truth, and the goſpel of his 
own ſalvation (o). This is the only poflible way for ſinners 


to enjoy the favour of God, and to become heirs of eter- 


| E 4 ” | nal 
050 Rom. iii. 19, 20. (k) Acts xiii, 26. (1) > Cor. v. 19. 


(n) Joha iii, 16. (=) Rom. vin. 3, 4. (0) Mark xvi. 15, 16. Eph, I. 13. 
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nal life. Believe it, brethren, on the indiſputable authority 
of God himſelf, that you can ONLY be ae d by grace 
through faith ; and that not of your ſelves, it is the gift of God (p). 


5. When we conſider this text, we may fee a good 


reaſon why the concerns of ſalvation ſhould be regarded as 
matters of the laſt importance to every one of us. Behold the 
zeal of the Lord of hoſts, diſplayed in the contrivance 
and execution of the work of man's redemption ; and 
be aſhamed of the cold, the careleſs manner, in which you 
too commonly trifle with God and your own ſouls, in 
matters of the utmoſt conſequence for your everlaſting 
benefit. When you had deſtroyed yourſelves; when you 
were wholly without ſtrength, either to bear your own . 
burden, or to extricate yourſelves from the guilt and mi- 

ſery of your ruined ſtate ; when all ſtood afar off, with» - 
holding their pity, and unable to help; when even the 
Jaw could do nothing for your relief: when theſe were 
your wretched circumſtances, the MosT HIGH God, 
againſt whom you had ſinned, from whom you had depart» 
ed, whoſe diſpleaſure you had incurred, and whoſe wrath 
you deſerved, (O wonderful unparalelled love and condeſ- 
cenſion !) HE regarded your low condition with ſuch 


kindneſs, as to redeem you to himſelf, by ſending his owns 


Son, in the likeneſs of your ſinful fleſhy, by ſubſtituting him 


for your ſin, and by condemning ſin in the flaſb of his ſubſti- 


tuted Son. Behold! how. God hath loved you, how 
deeply he concerns himſelf in your eternal intereſts | How 


mould our hearts be touched with a painful remorſe at 
the worſe than brutiſh folly we have manifeſted, in neg- 


lecting the great ſalvation ! Be aſtoniſhed, O heavens ! Be 
amazed, O earth! Man, though made for an endleſs exiſt- 
ence, though infinitely intereſted in the conſequences of 
his preſent conduct, is commonly more inſenſible to the 
concerns of eternity, and the ſalvation of his ſoul, than 

any beaſt of the field to its true intereſts. While we con- 
ſider what God has purpoſed in himſelf for our redemp- 


tion, what he hath graciouſly wrought for our ſalyation, 


and how earneſtly he recommends eternal life in his Son 
to our cordial acceptance; let us ſhake off indolent ſloth 
let us ſerioufly fix our attention to the grand, the deeply 
intereſting objects, preſented to our faith in the goſpel - | 

3 * t e 


(2) Eph, ii. 8. 
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the grace of God. This is, in every view, and on every . 
account, our moſt reaſonable ſervice, 1 
6. Here we may ſee the all-/ufficiency and the univerſal 
ſuitableneſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” in the character of a 
Saviour and Redeemer. We are told, that he is able ts 
fave to the uttermo N ) and when we conſider that he is 
God's OWN SON, that he aſſumed our nature, that his 
Father ſent him in the likeneſs of our ſinful fleſh, that he 
was ſubſtituted for fin, and that God condemned fin in 
his fleſh ; 'we may, on the cleareſt grounds, ſay amen to 
the record of heaven, concerning his ability and ſuitableneſs 
to ſave to the very uttermoſt. Our Redeemer is the Son 
of God; a character which deſcribes his dignity and his 
power, his oneneſs in nature or eſſence with the Father, 
and the intereſt he has in his Father's ineffable love. He 
is the Son of God in our fleſh ; whereby he is allied to us 
as our kinſman, our brother and friend, bone aur bone, 
and fleſh of our fleſh. His Father ſent him to fulfil all righ= 
teouſneſs according to the law, and to expiate the guilt 
of our ſin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. © He was. ſent in the 
likeneſs: of our finful fleſh ; and though without fin, he was 
in all the appearances of meanneſs, debaſement, and ſuf- 
fering, made perfectly like unto his debaſed ſinful brethren ; 
that he might be a merciful and faithful High- prieſt, in 
things pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the 
fins of the people; and that, having ſuffered for fins onee, 
and having endured temptation, he might be able to ſue- 
cour them that are tempted, He was ſubſtituted for' fir, 
or made fin for us, that we might be made the righteouſ- 
| neſs of God in him. And, finally, God condemned fin in 
bis fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the law might be ful- 
filled in us, by the imputation of his obedience unto death; 
and that the body of fin might be deftroyed in us, ſo as 
we ſhould not henceforth. ſerve ſin, nor walk after the 
fleſh, but after the ſpirit (r). "EOS e, TH SOR 
Theſe are the views our text gives us of the perſon, of- 
fice, and work of the Mediator between God and men, 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, Now, conſider him in all theſe 
unparalleled characters, my dear friends, and then judge 
in yourſelves, how all. ſuſſiciant he muſt be to fave" d the 
uttermoſt, how uni verſally ſuitabls to act witk honour' and 
ſucceſs, as the one Mediator, between God and you. The 

| | peace 


(g) Heb, vii. 25. (e) Rom. vi. 6. and vi. 2, 4. 
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peace and joy, the ſerenity and hope, the confidence and 
ſpiritual liberty, with which theſe views of CHRIS T's 
perſon and work inſpire the believing ſoul, are ſo ſublime, 
ſo ſolid, ſo ſatisfactory, ſo divine, and ſo full of glory x 
ſo ſanctifying, ſo humbling, fo comforting, and ſo eſta- 
bliſhing ; that they beggar all deſcription ; yea, they can- 
not be conceived, far leſs expreſt. O!] let us dwell in the 


contemplation and faith of theſe precious views of the 


glory and the grace of the Son of God our Saviour. Then 
ſhall we have an experimental evidence, through means 
of the word, that he is an all- ſufficient and univerſally 
ſuitable Redeemer ; then ſhall we taſte and ſee that he is 
ſupremely good, and that thoſe who truſt in him, as exhip 
bited in the goſpel, are truly bleſſed. We! 

7. We are certified in this text, that the moſt awful 
perfefiions of the Deity are no bar in the way of our being 
ſaved by faith in the Son of God, His terrible Majeſty is 
diſplayed in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, the kinſman and Sa- 
viour of ſinners, with all the endearments of love and con- 
deſcenſion, to allure us to truſt in him, to honour and to 
ferve him, as the Lord our God. His infinite holineſs, 
which hates ſin with a perfect hatred, is well pleaſed with 
the ſacrifice of Chriſt our great High- prieſt, whoſe obla- 
tion hath extinguiſhed the crime for which he died, and 
completely expiated the heinous offence we had com- 
mitted againſt the holy One of //razl. His juſtice, havin 
ſatiated its devouring ſword with the blood of Jeſs Chriſt 
his Son, declares it is perfectly ſatisfied with his atone- 
ment, by raiſing him again from the dead, and juſtifying 
him as our Surety, The precepts of his law are not only 
fulfilled, but gloriouſly magnified, by the righteouſneſs of 
the /econd Adam. The inviolable veracity of God in all his 
threatenings, is written as with a pen of iron, and engraven 
as with the point of a diamond, in the wounds, the bruiſes, 
and all the unknown agonies of his own Son, while he 
was ſuffering for our fins, and bearing the infinite execu- 
tion of his Father's curſe. I 8 7 

Viewing the moſt awful attributes of God in this 
light, they appear to have a moſt intimate and friend- 
ly alliance with his love, mercy, and grace, in the ſcheme 
of man's redemption by the croſs of Chriſt. Here mercy 
and truth meet together ; righteouſneſs and peace kiſs _ 
| d N : other. 
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other (6). The molt terrible and the moſt lovely perfec- | 
tions of Jehovah harmoniouſly ſhine upon us, with a pro- 
pitious ſmile, from the mercy- ſeat, and cordially unite in 
the moſt affectionate winning invitations, (which they 
addreſs without any reſerve, even'to the chief of ſinners) to 
come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, 
and find grace, on the behalf of Chriſt, 1 help in time of 
need (t). Having therefore, brethren, |boldneſs to enter into 
the halieft by the blood of Feſus, by a new and living way, 
which he hath conſecrattd for us, through the vail, that is to 
ſay, his fleſh ; and having a High-prieſt over the houſe of God; 
Let us draw near with a true heart, in full aſſurante of faith, 
having our hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, and our 
bodies waſhed with pure water-(u). Even the moſt awful 
perfections of the great God encourage our boldneſs, in 
coming to him by the faith of Jeſus. W e 
8. This text corrects thoſe groſs and fatal miſtales, re- 
lating to the mercy and grace of God, which prevail ſo much 
in the world, The impious notion generally entertained 
of this part of the divine character, ſeems to be borrowed 
from the ideas we have of, what is called, a good natured 
complaiſant man, who is not eaſily provoked, but will over- 
look many offences againſt himſelf, before he be raiſed to 
a a paſſion; and when he is provoked, an humble acknow- 
ledgement of the fault ſoon brings him into temper again. 
Such a good-natured man is confeſſedly often impoſed 
upon, in a preſumption of his eaſy diſpoſition, His near- 
eſt dependents frequently affront and injure him, ſayin 
with themſelves, <* If we act ever ſo contrary to his min 
e jn ſuch or ſuch an affair, when we have gained our 
& point, as he is a good- natured man, we ſhall eaſily make 
„ it up again.” I believe the conſciences of many who 
hear me, will readily allow, that the opinion which is ge- 
nerally received of the great God, as a God of love and mer- 
cy, is formed on theſe very principles; and that the con- 
tempt of the goſpel, and the licentiouſneſs of manners, 
which prevail in the world, are built upon theſe atheiſtical 
views of God, more than upon any other principle hat- 
ſoever. Men firſt imagine God to be altogether lila them- 
- ſelves, and then believe he. will do what they deſire. Hor- 
rid preſumption'! Dreadful atheiſm | —_ | 


(s) Pal, Ixxxv. 10. 8 (:) Heb, ir. 16. «2 (s) Heb. x, 19==22. 
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bo COMPLETE 'REDEMPTION | 
Would you ſee the criminal folly of ſuch ſentiments ? 
Would you have their pernicious error corrected? At- 
tend to the dictates of your own conſciences ; obſerve'the 
uniform 2 ſcripture; and particularly, conſider 
the ine contained in our text, The io is here re- 
preſented as ſtanding in the way of man's happineſs; and 
urging all its high and righteous claims upon him, with 
rigorous and unabating ſeverity. This hand writing muſt 
be honourably taken out of the way, before the reign of 
grace can be eſtabliſhed. None are ſaved by grace through 
faith, except thoſe in whom the righteouſneſs, the abſo- 
lutely perfect righteouſneſs of the law is fulfilled ; they being 
made the righteouſneſs of God in Chrift (w). Now the eter- 
nal God manifeſts his love, mercy, and grace to ſinners, 
by /ending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and for 
fin condemning fin in the fleſh. This is the only glaſs wherein 


we can truly and ſavingly ſee theſe amiable attributes of 
| Deity, God ſo loved the world, that he gave bis only begot- 


ten Son (x). In this was manifeſted the love of God towards - 
%s, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into the world, 


that we might live through bim. Herein is loud, not that we 


loved God, but that be loved us, and ſent his Son to be a pro- 
pitiation for our fins ()). The grace and mercy of the 
God and Father, of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt to our ſinful 
race, are principally diſplayed in the humiliation and death 
of his own Son: for he that ſpared not his own (his proper) 
Son, but delivered him up for us all; how will he not with 


bum alſo freely give us all things (x)] As if the apoſtle had 


ſaid, ** The deep abaſement and the unparalleled ſuffer- 
<6. ings of God's own Son, are the only adequate mani- 
<< feſtation of his Father's mercy and kindneſs to man- 
% kind—finners.” Every other expreſſion of theſe lovely 
perfeQions is of a far inferior nature, and is not connect- 
ed with eternal life. A ſuffering Jeſus is the only glaſs 
wherein you can ſee divine mercy opening her arms to re- 
ceive periſhing ſinners, and holding forthr a crown of glo- 
ry to the children of diſobedience. I beſeech you, dirs, 
to conſider, that every view of the mercy of God, which 
does not center in the cr Chrift, is too low, infinitely 
too low, either to give ſol id peact to the conſcience, ar to 
purify the heart and life, or to infpite that hope Which 
% % fo - : | | | : 18 
> [») Rom, viii. 4. 2 Cor. v. 21. (* John' iii, = 

(y) 1 John iv. 9, 10. (z) Rom, viii. 32» 
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is on anchor! of the ſoit verb. Jett and fedfoft,. Aebi ai | 


the vail. wy 
4 Fe this text we infer, "tab all our — — 


to laſt, from its earl ieſt dawn! in · effectuaf 

its perfet᷑t confummation at death, muſt be rer 
enjoyed by believing, and not by" working. 
beſesch you, I do not ſay—** A believer \does not work ft 
for I conflantly affirm, that thoſe whv believe in Ou v 
be careful to maintdin good works; and that their zeal" fir this 
matter wilt be in proportion to the meaſure and exercife 
of their faith (a). Nor do L, that *© A belitorr "does 
nnd emo mich comfort and communion witty God in rh Ar- 
«. ties off religion for I firmly believe, that wks. Fo 
cortiri@ments'ef God; his people Wave à prentreward 
But the poffeion I confend for, 28 elearly impfièd = 
text, is, ** That the Panfomed 2% th Lord aro ol Wea 
« vpatior,"(ſo. far as they" receive it in this 2 4 
et gd" that they pole or enty it in him, 
% BY FAIPH AT EB. TD 

This is the doctrine of the ee eoncerhing the 
falvation” of the faints. They are Javed"by grace through 
faith; and that' nit” of themſetvts, it is the gift "of Sus, not 
of works, left any man ſhould ke "They" are "TH 
the Lord wigs pen ee 4) ; bot irr ever view W- 
of their character as "fatvation, they are cx work-" 
manſhip of God created in Chrift  Feſurs unto good N | 
They live, yet not they, but Chr7 . veth in em, and the 4 
that they live in the Reb, they | Fes the tem 
_ 10 loved — and — him/el 


TY far Tron! 


| ehrough the belief er that record Faded el r. 
bits concerning him ; juſt as che'members the animat 
body live in the head; or the branches of the vine; in the 
fatneſs of the root. The: law cannot pardon, beer e 
tify, eannot ſave a ſinner. It cannot do Him the feaſt 
friendly office. Believers 2re pardoned N Chriſt; Jultiſſec 
IN Chrift, and faved IN Chriſt. Fheir ſtate of ſaly ation 
commences in their union to the ſecond Adam, by beffevi 
on him fer all-falyation : and as they then receive Chrift a 
his fulneſs for all their ſalvation, ſo they continue to en- 
joy _ er- ny" Eo on their! reconci gud 


a) Tit. iii. 8. John xv. 4-5. (5) Pal. xix. 11. 3 8 
% Iſa, xlv. * 25 0 Phi. x e No hg 
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God and peace of conſcience, their comfort and hope; 
by viewing theſe, and all the concerns of their ſalvation, 
as well ſecured IN Jeſus Chriſt, who is given to be a cove- 
nant of the. people (g). The law which could not bring 
them into a ſtate of. ſalvation, cannot perfect them in that 
happy ſtate, It js the work of God to redeem. his peo- 
ple to himſelf, by ſending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinſul 
ald, and for fin condemning fin in the fleſh ; and it is the 
peculiar office of FAITH to acquieſce in this method of 
race for their ſalvation, according to the goſpel- report. 
ecauſe they are ſaved by grace through faith, their ſal- 
vation cannot be of works; otherwiſe grace is no more 
grace: whereas if they were ſaved by the works of, the 
law, their ſalvation could be no more of grace, otherwiſe 
works are no more works (5). O!] that theſe confidera- 
tions might teach us to adore the riches and ſovereignty of 
the grace of God. O I that they might engage us to live 
by faith, to walk by faith, and to rejoice in the faith of 
od's infallible record, wherein he gives us eternal life 

IN his own, Son. e d 
10. This text furniſhes. a moſt delightful view of, the 
principal truths and doctrines our minds ſhould be con- 
verſant about, while we /hew the Lord's death in the ſacra- 
ment of the SUPPER. Through the faypur of provi- 
dence, we have the very near proſpect of ſitting down at the 
Lord's Table, to eat bread, and to drink wine, in confor- 
mity, and in obedience to the appointment of Jeſus Chriſt; 
that we may ſhew forth his death, and partake, by faith, 

of the righteouſneſs and fulneſs of Chriſt himſelf, for our 
ſpiritual nouriſhment, and growth in grace. The ele- 
ments of bread and wine are repreſentations of the body and 
blood of the Lord Jeſus; that is, of his perſon as the word 
made fleſh, and of his everlaſting righteouſneſs, which 
made atonement for ſin, and purchaſed ſalvation for ſin- 
ners. The breaking of the bread, and the pouring out of 
the wine, ſignify the breaking of his body, and the ſhed- 
ding of his blood, for his people; or, his ſuffering in 
their ſtead, and confirming. his teſtament by his death, 
whereby he procured the forgiveneſs of all their ſins. The 
bleſing of. the bread and the cup relates to the appointment 
of Chriſt; conſtituting this ſervice a divine ordinance, 
whereby he is pleaſed to impart his bleſſings to * 
is 


* 


u. . 6, Rem. zl. 6. 
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His: command to 2e, and to eat and drini, is not barely 
a warrant to partake of the elements; it is alſo a real ex- 
hibition, which Chriſt makes of himſelf, and of all his 
benefits, to be received and enjoyed by our faith. When 
he ſays, Take, eat; this is my body, which is broken for you 5 
and again, This cup is the new teſtament” in my blood ; drink 
ye all of it ; he not only preſcribes our duty as to the ex- 
_ ternal part of this holy ſervice, but expreſsly directs us to 
appropriate himſelf, his perſon and mediation, as held forth 
in this ordinance to our faith, and to depend on him alone 
for the life of our ſouls. He enjoins us to do this ſervice 
in remembrance of him (i); to bring:Chriſt and his death 
into our minds, and to keep the memory of him freſh and 
lively on the imaginations of the thoughts of dur hearts... 
After the apoſtle has recorded the inſtitution of this-ſacru< 
ment, he adds, 4s oft as ye eat this bread, and urint this cup, 
ye do ſhew the Lord's death till be come in the clouds of hens 
ven. The meaning whereof is, We do by this means, 
< publicly declare, and openly avow'to God, to our own: 
& conſciences, and to all the world, the death of our Lord 
& and Saviour, as that which we depend upon alone for 
< pardon and reconciliation, and for a. gracious perform 
«ance of all the promiſes of the new covenant, unto 
& complete ſalvation; and we thereby viſibly publiſni to 
e all around: iis, that we are not aſhamed of, but glory 
„in, a:Crucified Jeſus, how much ſoever Jews, or Mu. 
& thens, or any ſort of unbelievers, may deſpiſe him (i). 
— This is a ſhort account of the nature and deſign of the 
Lord's ſupper, which: we are this day to diſpenſe and ire- 
c n 4D | > 4d 10 1563527 10 OA 20 

The text is an excellent directory to lead our minds 
unto fixed and ſeaſonable meditation, upon thoſe: ſub- 
lime myſteries of the kingdom which we are called to 
ponder and believe. while we eat and drink for a memo- 
rial of the dying love of the Lord Jeſus. Here we ſeen 
That we have ſinned, againſt God, and tranſgreſſed' his 
holy law; — That we are by nature, in a ſtate of ſinful 
pollution, and obnoxious to the wrath of God; That the 
divine law cannot ſhew us the ſmalleſt kindneſs, as long 
as there is the leaſt defect in the purity of our hearts, and 
in the perfection of our ſervices ;— That it is abſolutely 
impoſſible, we can be juſtified by the works of the law: 

(i) x Cor, xi, 325. (i) DrGoyſe's paraphraſe on 1 Cor. xi, 26 


— 
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That bur redewption.is.the effect of. the mere good: plea- 


ſure of a ſovereign Ged, according. to the riches of. his 
grace; That God redeems his people to himſelf, not by 
means of their beſt endeavours to keep his law; (ſuch a 
way to divine favour being now rendered utterly imprac- 
ticable) but only by the mediation of his own Son; — That 
our Redeemer is ſo glorious and fo great, as to poſſeſs, by an 
eternal neceſſity, all the fulneſs of true and proper God- 
head in himſelf, being 2he Son of God, his own (his proper) 
Sen: That our Redeemer had the higheſt authority for the 
execution of his office, as an obedient and ſuffering Surety; 
He came voluntarily and chearfully on this ſervice, and yet 


be did not come of himſelf, nor in his own name, but was 
ſent byhis Father; That Chriſt is not only the Son of God, 


but the Son of God in our nature; ſuſtaining the marvel- 
lous characters of Immanuel, God with us, —of the nan 


. the fellow of the Lord of hoſts, and=—of God manifeſt in the 
fab; That he aſſumed our nature, without any ſinful 


pollution indeed, and yet in all the appearance and ſhew 
of ſinful fleſh';-— That he was ſubſtituted for ſinners, and 
actually bore their fins imputed to !him ; — That God 


dealt with our bleſſed: Surety, when bearing our fin, juſt 


as his law directed him to deal with iz itſelf; He condemn- 
al, he puniſhed, he made a perpetual end of SIN (Y) in the 
fleſh of bis Son; and, in the laſt place, That the Son of 


God made an honourable reconciliation for iniquity, by 


the once offering of himſelf as a ſacrifice to ſatisfy divine 
juſtice, and to finiſh our tranſgreſſion. . 
Theſe amazing tranſactions of the juſtice and grace of 


the God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, upon his 


own Son, for our redemption, are clearly ſet before our 
faith in the LORD's SUPPER ; where we are ealled to 


| behold Chriſt as the Son of God, manifeſted in our nature, 


ſubſtituted in our law-room, and giving himfelf a ſacrifice 


and an offering to God for a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour ; and 


where we are directed to appropriate him to ourſelves, as 


the 


( According to the Moſaic law, fn was cancelled by the puniſbnicht inflicted 


Ather upon the perſon who committed it, or upon an animal offered in his flead. 
See Lev. xvi. 11, 21, 22, 30, 33. Deut. xxi, 8, 9. Jeſb. vii. 1123,15, 6. 


The ue ſacrifice was deemed the fin of the perſon, or people, for whom it 
was ſlain ; and, in a ſenſe peculiar to that diſpenſation, made an end of the fin, and 
ſanQtified to the purifying of thefleſh, Conformably to this figure, Cuz Ir was 
made fn for vs, 2 Cor, v.21,—died for fin, 1 Pet. iii, 18,—bare our fins in bis 
Fon body, 1 Pet. ii. 24.—Put away fin by the ſacrifice of bimſelf, Heb, ix. 26, 
and made an end of fn upon the croſs, Dan. ix. 24. FD 


y | 


y 


EFFECTED BY THE SON OF GOD. 6; 
| ur righteouſheſs, and as the propitiation for our 
ſins. Since Chriff our paſſover is Jacrificed for as; let us rep this 
feaff, as a memorial of his death; as an ordinence te con- 
firm our minds in the belief of the capital artides of the 


the Lord our ri 


chtiſtian faith; as a means of our ſpiritual nouriſhment, 


in diſcerning the love, the condeſcenſion, the body, and 


the death of the Lord; and as a public declaration of our 
unity in the belief, in the love, and profeſſion of the truth 


of the Goſpel. | | | 
11. I ſhall ſhut up what I intend on this ſubjeR with 

one inference more; to wit, that we ought to examine 

' ourſelves, whether WE BEIN THE FAITH of theſe ſavin 
truths, which the text ſuggeſts to be received, as the wy 

of eternal life. The word, whether it be read or preached, 


th not profit, except it be mixed with faith in them who 


read, who preach, or hear it. Divine truths only become 
our ſaith, when we are perſuaded of them upon the au- 
' thority of God 
' ow ſalvation. Hence the queſtion, which Chrift propoſed 
to his diſciples, is of the laſt impottanee to every profeſſor 


bimſelf, and embrace them as the Goſpel of 


of religion; Do ye now bilieve (m)? This is the firſt and 


great enquiry in the work of ſelf-examinatjon ; and, there- 
fore, the apoſtle calls us to hint ourſelves, wwhether toe 
be in the faith (n). All who would come to the Lord's 
table with ſpiritual diſcernment, and depart from it. with 
joy, muſt approach in the order preſcribed by the Holy 


Ghoſt; Let a man examine himſelf, and ſo let him eas of this 


' ſacramental dread, and drink of this cup (o). 


To affft YOUR OWN CONSCIENCES in this 


| ſeaſonable and neceſſary exerciſe, I ſhall ſuggeſt a few hints 
under two heads; ſhewing, (1.) Who are Nor in the faith, 
and (2.) Who are in the faith. On both theſe points, I 


requeſt your candid and favourable attention. It'is my 


duty to be faithful to your confciences, and your duty to 


recejve conviction from the word of God, without par- 


tiality or 1 BA, 
Vie, f all mention ſeveral claſſes of people who are 


vor in the faith; or, who do not believe on the Son of 


God ; whatever knowledge they may have of the principles 
of religion, and whatever be their profeſſion. 1 


with books written on any art or ſcience; merely to en- 
. F 
| (m) Jahn xvi, 31. to) 2 Co, li. & b 2 Cor, xi, 2. 
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place, Thoſe who converfe with their Bibles, as they do 
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Freaſe their knowledge, or to divert themſelves with amuſ- 
ing ſpeculations, or to furniſh their minds with proofs of a 
favourite opinion, or to confute an adverſary ; all thoſe, I 
ſay, who converſe with their Bibles merely for theſe pur- 
poſes, are not in the faith of the word of Chriſt ; they 
do not honour the ſcriptures; they do not believe them ; 
they do not fall in with their great deſign, as the words of 
eternal life, which the Son of God ſpeaks to a loſt world, 
and to them in particular. (2.) Thoſe who think them- 
ſelves righteous before God; truſting in themſelves, in 
their connexion with holy parents, in their religious, educa- 
tion, in their blameleſs conduct towards men, in their 
uſefulneſs to ſociety, in their unblemiſhed profeſſion of 
religion, or in any thing elſe they either are or do; all 
thoſe muſt be excluded from the character of the ſpiritual 
circumciſion, which worſhip God in the ſpirit, which rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus alone, and have no confidence in the fleſh (p). 
Such perſons are alive (that is, they hope for divine favour) 
without the law (2 „and in direct oppoſition to the faith 
of the Goſpel. They do not know what the law demands, 
and they do not acquieſee in the method of Salvation by 
grace through faith. (3.) Thoſe cannot be in the faith of 
the Goſpel, who diſhonour their chriſtian profeſſion by a 
luooſe, careleſs, untender alt. It is an evil heart of unbelief,, 
that cauſes men to depart from the living God (r). Thoſe 
who regard iniquity in their hearts, who can revolve it 
with pleaſure in their minds, or brood over it in their 
imaginations with fond delight; and much more thoſe 
who live in carnal pleaſures, ſlaves to luſt and appetite, 
as drunkards, whoremongers, revellers, extortioners, 'and 
ſuch like:) Thoſe—all thoſe are under the power of an 
evil heart of unbelief. The ſame verdict muſt be given 
concerning all that lightly ſpeak evil of the glorious and 
/ fearful name of, THE LORD ouR Gop, or of his Son IxsUS 
_ CaRisT, or of the SPIRIT of the Father and the Son; 
concerning all that deſpiſe any ordinance of the God of 
heaven; concerning all' that profane his holy ſabbaths, 
by appropriating any part of that ſacred time to ſervile 
- buſineſs with a view of gain, or by enjoying the com- 
pany and converſation of carnal friends, or by feaſting 
and jovial mirth, or by recreations and amuſements of any 
kind; concerning all that allow themſelves to be 2 
5 T | u 
N (D Phil, il 3. (2) Rom, vii. 9 ; (r) Heb, iii. 12. 


„ 


EFFECTED BY THE SON OF GOD 657 
Ful or unjuſt in their dealings with men ; and finally con- 
Eerning all that conſider the law of God, merely as a rule 
to direct their external behaviour, without regarding it as a 
ſpirimal commandment, which extends to the very imagina- 
tion of the thoughts of man's heart, All thoſe who diſ- 
honour the law of God in any of the ways now mentioned, 
or in any other way whereby the allowed guile and enmity 
of the corrupt heart are gratified ; all thoſe are walking 
contrary to the truth of the Goſpel. Such perſons muſt 
be awfully preſumptuous indeed, who, under the maſk. of 
a religious profeſſion, and while they continue to aſſume 
their denomination from Jeſus Chriſt, are knowingly, 
willingly, and with, pleaſure, breaking his bands, and 

caſting away his cords from them. Be not deceived, and 
_ deceive not yourſelves with, miſapprehenſions about your- 
ſelves; YOU who act in ſuch a manner, and upon ſuch 
principles, cAxxor be in the faith; YOU ought not to 
ſit down at the Lord's table; and, continuing ſuch, YOU 
"hall not inherit the kingdom of God (s). | 


Secondly, J propoſed to ſhew, who are in the faith; or, 
who they are that unfeignedly believe on the Son of. God. 
And here I would aſk yous (1.) What is your faith? or, 
What do you believe? Do you really believe that you 
have ſinned againſt God; and tranſgreſſed his holy law ? 
that you are by nature in a ſtate of ſinful pollution, and 
obnoxious to the wrath of God ?—that his holy law 
cannot ſhew you the ſmalleſt kindneſs ?—that it is impoſſi- 
ble you can be juſtified by the works of the law ?—that 
your redemption muſt be the effect of the mere good 
pleaſure of God, according to the exceeding riches of his 
grace? —that you can only be redeemed to God by the 
mediation of his own Son ?—that this Mediator is the 
MOST HIGH, and the ONLY TRUE Gop? - that he had 
his Father's commiſſion, authoriſing him to obey unto 
death, and thereby to ſave them that were loſt? - Do you 
indeed believe, that he is the Son of God in your own 
nature, or God manifeſted in your fleſh ? —that he aſſumed 
your nature without any of its ſinful pollutions, and yet 
in the very form and likeneſs of your ſinful fleſh ?—that 
he was ſubſtituted for ſuch ſinners as yourſelves, and 
actually bare their ſins in his own body upon the croſs?. 
8 „„ „„ t. 1 0. ons 
:- x Cor. A. 2731. Chap. vi. 9,10, Chap. x, 6-22, Gal. v. 19==21, 
5 XXI, Og . / | | 
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—that God condemned and punifhed- fin in the ſufferin 
of his own Son ?—that, by this means, the Lord Jeſus 
| hath actually made atonement for ſin, and reconciliation 
for -iniquity? And to conclude, - Do you verily believe, 
that God freely gives you, as periſhing ſinners, eternal 
life in his Son; and that this gift, preſented to you in the 
_ declarations of the Goſpel, warrants you to put your truſt | 
for all ſalvation, under the ſhadow of the wings of the 
ſun of righteouſneſs Now I afk you in the name of the 
great God, Are theſe the principles you unfeignedly be- 
lieve? Are theſe doctrines of the oracles of God, your faith? 
Again, (2.) I aſk you, Upon WHAT AUTHORITY you 
believe and profeſs theſe principles of the doArine' of 
5 Chriſt? I am ſorry to find many profeſſors who can give 
no better reafon of their faith than only this, that they 
were brought up and educated in the belief of ſuch and 
ſuch principles. My dear friends, conſider the vaſt im- 
portance of your faith and hope, as they reſpect an awful 
endleſs eternity; and then tell me, on what faundation you 
dare deliberately build your belief of divine favour, and 
your expectation of everlaſting op. Nothing, rely 
nothing, but the word of God-can ſupport ſuch à belie 
and authoriſe ſuch an expectation. Every inferior ground » 
of faith and hope, is but like the yielding air, like the 
fliding ſand; it cannot ſupport a ſuperſtructure, adequate 
to the neceſſities of an immortal ſoul, Suffer me to uſe 
as much plainneſs on this point, as the weight of the ſub- 
je& requires. Do you believe your principles, and do you 
profeſs what you believe, becauſe they appear to your , 
minds to be the truth of God? Have you received them on 
a ſatisfatory evidence, that they are revealed to you in 
the holy ſcriptures? Do you embrace and maintain 
them, in obedience to the authority of God in his word ? 
Is this the determining reaſon of your faith? Is this 
the conſideration that induces you to profeſs the aforeſaid 
principles as your faith ?—Whatever may be the regen of 
our faith and profeſſion, ſeverally, is beſt known to God 
and our own conſciences; but it is moſt certain, that un- 
leſs they be built upon the authority of God's word, they 
are an abomination in his fight, True faith fands, not inthe 
wiſdom of men, lu in the power of God(t) ; not in our own 
rational wiſdom, nor in the authority of others, but only 
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in the truth and authority of the word of God, Do ye 
believe on this infallible xvidence, on this divine authority? © 

Laſtly, I afk you, ( 3.) What are the fruits of your faith? 
You ſay, you have faith concerning the various articles of 
chriftianity-I have mentioned; perhaps you will even ſay, 
you believe them on the authority of the word of God: 
now I call upon you to fhew your faith, by its genuine 
fruits, firſt to your own conſciences, and then to the 
world. Faith, if it hath nat works, accompanying or flow- 
ing from it, is dead being alone (u). It is the peculiar cha- 
racter of the precious faith of God's elect, that it” wworketh 
by love. Thoſe P, ewind who are living and walking 
by the faith of the Son of God, ſhew their faith by ſuch 
works as the following. They are ſo thoroughly ſenſible 
of their ſinfulneſs, and of the deadneſs and miſery of their 
natural. ſtate, that they deſpair abfolutely of ever attaining 
to any righteouſneſs, or holineſs, ar true happinefs\ while 
they continue in it.— The eyes of their underſtandings 
are enlightened. to ſee the excellency of Chrift, and the 
alone-ſufficiency of his righteouſneſs and fulnefs for their 
ſalvation. —To them that believe, Chriſt is ſo precious, 

that they deliberately prefer the enjoyment of him above 
all things, and defire it with their whole heart, as their 
only happineſs, whatfoever they may ſuffer for his ſake. 
n wiſh of every believing. ſoul is, to be de- 
livered from the power and practice of ſin, as well as from 
the wrath of God, and the pains of hell.—Believers come 
to Chriſt, held forth to them as ſinners in the record of 

God, and lay hold on him for their ſalvation, truſting on 
him alone, — all the fears and doubts that 
aſſault them. And I muſt add, — That the grace of God 
which bringeth ſalvation in the declarations and promiſes of 
the Goſpel, effectually teacherh Believers to deny ungodlineſs. 
and worldly lufts, in all their extent, and in every form; 
and to live ſaberly in the moderate uſe of preſent comforts, 
righteouſly in all their dealings with men, and godly in a 
devout regard to the honour and worſhip of the Lord their 
God; and to perſevere in theſe purſuits, as long as they 

ſojourn in this preſent evil world. Believers, acting under 
this influence of redeeming grace, laat for the Heſſad hap' of 
eternal life, and the glorious appearing of the great Gad, even. 
aur Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, * gave himſelf for us, that e 


(s) Jam, ü. 7, 13, 


might. 
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might redeem us from "all iniguity, and purify unto himſelf a 


peculiar people, zealous of good works (v). Now, brethren, 


let me requeſt you, in the fear of God, the ſearcher of all ; 


hearts, to review the fruits of your belief; and to conſider, 


in the proſpect of a future judgment, whether 7he/z are bz,” 


indeed the properties, theſe the fruits, of your faith. 


Thus I have endeavoured to deſcribe the unfeigned faith 
of true Chriſtians, by ſhewing you, what are ſome of the 
moſt important articles of their belief; by informing you, 


upon what authority they belieye and profeſs theſe precious 


truths; and by ſtating the moſt diſtinguiſhing properties, 


and the inſeparable fruits, of a LIVING FAITH in the Son 
of Ged. In doing this, I have given =- what I conceive 


to be the genuine ſcriptural character of thoſe happy 
perſons who are in the. faith; or, who believe in the Son, 


and, believing on him, have everlaſting life. The applica- 


tion of thoſe things to yourſelves, as a ſcriptural TEST of 
religious character, to aſſiſt you in judging whether you 
are acceptable or unworthy communicants, muſt be left to + 
the Lord the Spirit, and your own conſciences. Howbeit, 
Know aſſuredly, that thoſe who are Nor in the faith, 


cannot eat and drink worthily ; and thoſe that eat and drink 


unworthily, eat and drink judgment to themſelves (x). On 


the other hand, be afſured, that this ordinance is appointed, 


with the kindeſt deſign, to comfort and eſtabliſh the weak- 
eſt believer, who, abſolutely deſpairing of help from the 
law, truſts for complete redemption in the Son oF Gov, - 


whom his Father /ent in tbe likeneſs of yin and for 


fin condemned ſin in tis fleſh, that the righteouſneſs of the law 
might, (by a gracious imputation of what Chriſt has done 
and ſuffered). be fulfilled in him (Y). Is THis, O diſ- 
couraged ſoul, — Is this revelation of grace, the Goſpel f 
THY /alvation ? Doſt thou reſt upon it, and rejoice in it, 


as all thy ſalvation, aud all thy deſire? Then the Lord Jeſus 


calls you to exerciſe, and profeſs, this FAITH at his table, - 
and there to receive God's own /eal of * that righteouſneſs 


wherein you believe and rejoice 50 . 
But if, upon enquiry, you 
to the Goſpel, and under the power of unbelief; it is in- 


cumbent- on you to regard the kind invitation of the com- 
r i paſſionate 


ior 1 15. 11—14. (x) 1 Cor. xi. 27, 29. 5 ( Rom „wil. 3. 4. ; 
(>) 1 Cor. xi. 23—26, 28. Song. Ve 3. Ia. . 6. Pſal. xxit, 26. 
Matt. V. 6. Gal. v. 22— 24. WH & ©» . . 


nd your ſouls diſaffected 
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paſſionate Redeemer, who cries, Ho every one that thirfteth ! 
wiſhing for happineſs from any quarter, or in any, object; 
come ye to the waters, to Chriſt and his unbounded fulneſs ; 
and he that hath no money, nothing good or excellent to 
recommend him ; come ye, buy Fi. eat, appropriate the . 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and live by the faith of the Son of 
God; yea, come, buy wine and mil, without money and with - 
out price; merely as indigent loſt ſinners, receive and enjoy 
all. ſalvation freely and fully. J/herefore, O infatuated 
ſinners . Wherefore do ye We money for that tubich is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which ſatisfieth not? Harten 

_ diligently unto me, ſays the gracious Saviour, and eat ye. that 
which is good, and let your ſoul delight itſelf in fatneſs; 
while it views all the benefits of redemption, venting 
freely and honourably towards you, through the croſs of 
Chriſt, [Incline your ear, he ad; and come unto me; hear 

| and your ſoul ſhall live in the favour of God, in true holi- 

| neſs, and in the comforts of the Goſpel ; and I will make 
with you an everlaſting covenant, even the ſure merces of 
David (a). 2 v8 

May we all hear and comply with this merciful call ; 

judging it a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all accepta- 
tion ! May our whole ſoul reply unto it, Behold, we come 
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God(b)! May we 
indeed receive the SPIRIT which is of God; and may he 
. ſhew unto us the unſearchable riches of Chriſt; that we 
may know and appropriate the things that are freely given 
fo us of God „ the declarations of the Goſpel! 
Then ſhall we ſet our ſeal of cordial approbation to this 

; divine teſtimony, what the law could not do for our redemp- 

tion, in that it was weak through our fleſh, Gon hath done 
by /ending his own Son in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and 
ſubſtituting him for ſin, hath condemned fin in his fleſh, 

Then ſhall we joy in God through Jeſus Chriſt, by 

whom we receive the atonement. But if we reje& the 
counſel of God againſt ourſelves, the conſequences muſt be 
dreadful and ruining. The law which is weak through the 
fleſh to pardon and ſave, will vindicate its own authority, 
and revenge the contempt of the Goſpel, at the heavieſt ex- 
pence of all that know not God, and obey not the Goſpel 

It will bind them hand and foot, and caſt them into outer 

es * darkneſs 


(a) Ifa, ly, 1—3. (5) Jer. iii. 22, (e) 1 Cor. ii. 12. 
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72 COMPLETE REDEMPTION, K. 
Arete x will confine them under the wrath of Ga 


as fon tive. It will condemn them at the Taft 


day. It i fame their furtiace with ſeven-fold horror, | 
It will conduct them to the bottomleſs pit. It will tor- 


ment them there both day and night, without a moment's 


| reſpite. And, in that Place miſery, it will forever 


exclude dawn' of joy, forever prevent an eſcape. 
1 yy I fet before you t is day y life and death, good and 

: life and all that is goo; to be enjoyed by the 
falt of the Son of God; death and all that is . if 
you continue in unbelief: cherefore % the Son left he „ 


angry, and yr periſh from the way. Bigſid are a Tag  , 
121 in bim. 
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declares, that the knowledge he had of this pr 
through: the faith of the Goſpel, operated with the 


that I propoſe on this ſubject, at preſent, is, 2 
practicul meditations, a5 further Irons of the for- 


"hs 
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„ 
— 1 F 


DISCOURSE n. 


Bekievers death to the 1 4 doftrine-: ac- 


cording to > goth 


GALATIANS 1. 19. 


2 through the law, am dra to the Jaw, that I | 
gi live unto God. 

OW e ee we. he: plea wile 

Goſpet, which is the wiſdom of God, from the- 

_ moſt refined maxims of: wortdly wiſdom f White 


the wiſdom of this world whiſpers, that we cannot live u 
Cn, except we tive 10 the law; the wildom of 'heavers 


eſtabliſhes à doftritie directly oppoſite to this \falſs and 


miſſeading notion, expreſsly declaring, that none can 
live unto God, but thoſe who are dead to the law; and 
that all who: are dead to the law, do aQually live unte 
God, Inſpirec wien this wiſdom, the apoſtles not only + 
mentions Id s „. 0 dr i "6 Weed biadilig be 
now enjoyed in common with all true —— eder 


the mot 


kindlyinfluefice upon his whole heart and li. 2, 
the law, im dead v0 the law, that I might live umo Gad. 


going diſeourſe - 
k The meditations 1 be e * the following 
cads, _ | 
9 I. 7 
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I. J ſhall explain the — * a A s . 
+ dead to the law. NE 


II. Confider the means throu gh which he becomes dead 
to the law: 


III. Attend to the impbir 4 hid living unto God: |; 


Iv. Prove that he muſ? be dead to the law, in order to 
his living unto God; or, that he cannot live unto 
- God, except he be dead to the law: And, 


V. Concludes with fome exhoriations, ſuitable to the 
nature of = . | 


"Þ 1 8 in the firſt olace, to explain the meaning . 
of za believer's being dead to the law. The apoſtle ſays, 
Tam dead to the law ; but he does not in theſe words ſpeak 
of himſelf as an apoſtle, but as a CHRISTIAN, whoſe 
life in the fleſh was a life of faith on the Son of Gad. This 
is evident from the verſe immediately after the text. Paul 
uſed this expreſſion, I am dead to the lau, with greater 
comfort perhaps, and with more aſſurance in his own ſoul, 
than many of his chriſtian brethren; becauſe his faith was 
more eſtabliſhing than theirs: but as the expreſſion deſcribes 
the privilege of "os feeblgſt faint,, ſo our apoſtle did not 
pretend to have any ather grounds for this declaration, than 
thoſe which the weakeſt believer may, and in ſome meaſure - 

does, improve for his own comfort. Every true believer 
is dead to the law, . On this point it may be remarked, 

4. That the apoſtle is ſpeaking of that lau which pro- 

miſes life to thoſe who obſerye it, but threatens the wrath | 
and vengeance of God againſt all who tranſgreſs it (3). 
He was dead to that /aw, which could not pardon, juſtify, | 
nor ſave ſinners, in that it is weak through their fleſh; _ 
and this privilege is common to every chriſtian; But Paul 8 
was not, and no believer is, without law ta. G. By no. 
means. As redeemed ſinners, they are under the = 14 
Cbriſ (b). Becauſe he is the Lord their God, and Re- 
deemer, therefore they are bound indiſpenſibly and eter⸗ 
nally bound, to keep all his commandments, 


i 4 is a 


8) Gal, i lit, 10, 13. | (5) 1 Cor, i IX, 21, 
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BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW. 35 
2, All mankind, in their natural tat, ve tothe lh as | 
a Covenant of works. They are repreſented as living un- 


der its dominion, and in ſuch a devoted attachment to it, 


as a married woman has to her huſband (c). Every ſin- 
ner, while he doth not believe in Jeſus, is a debtor to ds 
the whole law, under the pain of everlaſting deſtruction. 
Every traaſgreſſor of the law, who rejects the counſel of 
God againſt himſelf, is under the curſe; and a child of wrath. 
And yet, (ſtrange to relate !) ſo extremely infatuated is |' 
every unbeliever, that he ſeeks righteouſneſs, not by faith 
in the Son of God, but as it were by the works of the law, 
in one form or other. He ſtumbles at that ſtumbling- 
ſtone, Gop's own Som ſent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, and 
finiſhing tranſgreſſon upon the croſs, by his acꝑurſed 
death. But, however men may think of ſuch conduct, the 


ſcriptures have concluded as many as are of 'the works of the ' 
law, under the curſe of God (d). IIS 


I 


3. It is the privilege of all that believe, in the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, to be really dead to the lau or covenant of 
works, They are not under the law, but under grate (4). | 


The laweof God, as it is a bright delineation” of his holi- 


neſs, and as it is a perfect ſtandard of an; Holy walk, is 
put into their minds, and written on their hearts, when 
they are effectually called by his grace. Hence they de . 
light in his law after the inward man; hence they are 
ambitious to walk in all his commandments and ordinan- 


ceœs, blameleſs. But though they highly eſteem, And ſu⸗ 
. 5 love, the law of the Lord, viewed both as à fe- 


tion of his holy nature and ſovereign will, and as 


0 


preſe 
ah authoritative binding rule of new obedience, there is, 
notwithſtanding, 1. feb in which they are truly deat to” 
the law. Though they live to the moral law, as the law 
of 'creation'to reaſonable men, and as a'rule of life in the 
hand of a Mediator; they are abſolutely dead to that law 
as A COVENANT OF WORKS.” In this form, the law re- 


quires obedience as the condition of happineſs, and pro- 


miſes eternal life to all that obey its precepts, but pro- 
nounces a curſe upon every tranſgreſſor. Now, a believer 
in Chriſt is no more obliged to yield obedience, with a 
dieto to live by his own performance, than a widow to 
perform the duties of a wife to her deceaſed hufband. An 


heir of the promiſes of the goſpel, ougbt no more to ex- 


mu e pect 
(c) Rom. vii, 1.6. (%) Gal. iii, 10. (.) Rom. vi, 14. 
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pect life by, and for, his works, than a widow ſhould 
hope for any favours from her hufband after his death. 
And the ranſomed of the Lord are in no more danger from 
the curſe of the law, than a widow from the frowns of-an _ 
huſband, who is rotting in the duſt. The reaſon of all 
this is exeeedingly plain, The relation between a be- 
liever and the Jaw is as really, and as entirely, diſſolved, 
at his effectual calling, as the marriage-covenant, at the 
death of the huſband. ' At the one period, the people of 
God become dead to the law; at the other, wives become 
free from the marriage bond. You will find a beautiful 
illuſtration to this purpoſe, in Rom. vii. 1 P65. 
4. Thoſe that believe on the Son of God, become dead 
to the law by the body of Chriſt (F). An apoſtle informs 
us, that CHRIST his own-ſelf bare our ſins in his own body 
on the tree (g). The Son of God was ſent forth, made of a wa- 


man, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the - 


law (h). He could not accompliſh this deſign, without 
complying with all the requiſitions the law. made upon 
thoſe . he came to redeem. He, as their Surety, 
muſt be conceived and born in all the perfection of man's 
original righteouſneſs ; he muſt honour the law by an holy, 
rfect, and perſevering obedience to all its ſpiritual and 
igh demands; and he muſt endure the infinite execution 
of the curſe, in the body of his fleſh. This undivided 
righteouſneſs was ſtated as the price of man's redemption, 
in God's immutably perfect law; and this price Chriſt. 
actually paid, when he redeemed the heirs of ſalvation 
from the curſe of the law, being made a curſe for them. 
Upon this clear ground it follows, that every ſinner who 


receives and truſts in Chriſt, the end of the law for righ-. 
_ teouſneſs to him as a guilty criminal, muſt immediately 


become dead to the Jaw, in the ſenſe that has been explain- 


ed. Such a finner rejoices: to ſee all the demands of the 


law. anſwered, all the bleſſings of the goſpel purchaſed, 
and all the curſe of the law endured, by Jeſus the furety 
of the better covenant. With adoring gratitude, he con- 
templates the free and faithful exhibition, God makes of 
Chriſt and his everlaſting righteouſneſs in the ſcriptures, 


to the moſt ungodly, authoriſing every one of them to ſay, 


% 


' Surely in the Lord Jeſus have I righteaufneſs and firength (i). 


EY! Nieren 
(Y Rom. vii. 4. (e) x Pet. ii. 24. ue 
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- finners from the law or covenant of works, but the /a 
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Viewing this as his ſufficieat warrant, he entirely depends 
on the Rniſhed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, for the pardon 


| his fin, for Neale with God, and for all ſalvation. 
Thus he Puts en C 


a Obriſt, as the Lord his righteouſneſs; 
and becomes dend to the law, by the body of Chriſt, 1 


ſhall now go on to conſider, 


H. Tie 1277 through which a believer becomes dead 
to the law. In our text the apoſtle ſays 1 himſelf, J, 


THROUGH THE LAW, am dead to the law, This may ap- 
pear, at firſt view, a ſtrange means of bringing about ſuch 
a purpoſe ; but, upon a careful attentipn to the matter, 
it will appear, that no other means ca afoquilly divgrce 

4 5 
To ſet this truth in an eaſy light, let us pander 4 
extent of the law of God, its * authority, its Hinitu- 
ality and perfefion, its tremendous threatenings, and the 

rift who is the end of the law, Jull a 
prehep hons af theſe N Jay the pride, the ſelf- 
gal hopes, 


75 


ä Tens gail e 8, of the ſtouteſt finger of 
Adam's guilty race. ha ao; 4619p 


1. Believers become dead to the law, in point of hops 


and ſelf-dependence, through their knowledge and belief 
of its vaſt extent. - avis. who pro catly in. the 


owledgę of this law, apd meditated on it both day and 
nien ri I have ſeen an end of all perfettion, but thy com- 
mandment is exceeding broad (4). Who can conceive? Who 
can reach, the great extent of Fehovab's law Thoſe wh 

are beſt acquainted with it, ſee the moſt reaſon 4o copfe! 

and lament their ignorance. His judgments are 4 great 
depth: His thoughts are very 4 (1) . Hgur, who was well 
acquainted with the law of God, eee det be 
was more brutiſb than auy man, and had not the underffanding 
77 nan; becauſe, comparing himſelf with this lay, ke 
Bad neither learned wiſdom, nor bad the knowledge of the 
Holy (m). Whenever the ſinner's conſcience is informed 
from the word, concerning the breadth and length, the 
height and depth, of the righteouſneſs required in the law. 
immediately be perceives, that his own righteoulgels is 2 
bed far too ſhore to ſtretch himſelf upon, a coveripg far 


too narrow to wrap, bümſelf in. Now he ſees an Unver- 
fal want of conformity unto the law of God; now he ex- 

' *claims with amazement at the humbling diſcovery, M 
| 1 | a 


00 Pal, cr. 36. (0 Pfal, . 6, and ei. 3, (o) Prov. xxx, 2,3. 
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tan underſtand his errors ! Sin revives to his view); and, 
through his knowledge and belief of the law's extent, he 
becomes dead to ſelf-confidence and legal expectations. 8 
2. Believers become dead to the law through a conviction, 
that jt is indeed THE LAW OF GOD. When the law is 
ſeriouſly regarded as the ordinance of the ons LAWOIVER, 
who is able to ſave and to deſtroy, it never fails to be con- 
ſidered with deep attention. Viewed as the law of God, it 
manifeſtly carries eternal and unchangeable imprefſions of 
wiſdom, righteouſneſs, truth, holineſs, and divine authority. 
Who can look upon the face of God in his holy law, and 
live? None of the ſons and daughters of fallen Adam, 
can endure to behold the awful ſight, Sinners muſt either 
forget the divine authority of the law, or elſe imagine God 
to be like themſelves, in order to enjoy their falſe peace 
and deluſive hopes. But when the commandment comes 
upon the conſcience, clothed with the majeſty. of God; 
ſin muft revive; ſelf-dependence and legal hopes mut die. 
When J{/razl ſtood before the Lord at Horeb, they ſaid to 
Moſes, Let not the Lord ſpeak with us, leſt we die (u). Such 
muſt be the ſentiments and the language of every ſinner, 
Who hears God himſelf ſpeaking in his law. With the 
utmoſt ardour he will cry, Enter not into judgment with thy 
Tebellious creature; for in hy ſight ſhall no man living be 
Jjuſtiſed. If thou, Lord, ſboulaſt mart iniquity ; O Lord, who 
ſhall land (o)? 5 
3. Believers become dead to the law, through juſt ap- 
prehenſions of the ſpirituality and perfection of the law of 
God. We tnow that the law is ſpiritual (p). This is the 
ſingular peculiarity of the d7vine law. It is a binding rule 
of our inmoſt thoughts, which controls and governs all 
the motions of our hearts, as well as directs our external 
conduct. Paul, long before his converſion, had devoted 
his whole attention to the ſtudy and practice of the law. 
He profited above many in the knowledge of the Few:/b 
- ordinances ; and as touching the righteouſneſs of that law, 
was blameleſs in his walk. He was, then, a proud Pha- 
- 7iſee, and congratulated himſelf on his own righteouſneſs, 
being alive without the Iaw. But when he ſaw the mean- 
ing, and felt the power, of that commandment, Thou ſhalt 
rot covet ; his vain hopes periſhed in a moment, and there 
: n + 8 1 remained 


0 Erd. 2x. 19. (6) Pal, c. 2, andert. 3. 5) Rem. vii. 14. 
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remained no more ſpirit in him (9). He now perceived, 


that every precept of the law requires a ſpiritual ſervice; | 


and that love without diflimulation, is the fulfilling of the 


| law. Beſides, The law of the Lord is peRFECT (r), as well 


. poſſible he can truſt in himſelf, that he is righteous ; or 


as ſpiritual. It requires an entire and uninterrupted courſe = 


of obedience, wherein the ſoul, the body, and the ſpirit, 
muſt, on all occaſions, miniſter before the Lord, with 


intenſe ardour, and in the moſt delightful harmony. 80 


very perfect is the law of the Lord, that the man who 
ends but in one point, is guilty of all. He that forbids us 
to kill, and to ſteal, and to commit 'adultery, commands 
us alſo to love the Lord our God with all our hearth and with 
all our foul, and with all our ſtrength, and with all our mind; 


und to love our neighbours, (both our brethren and our ene- 


mies), as ourſelves (5). Now if we ſhould not ftretch forth 
aur hand to take away our neighbour's life, or invade his 
property; though we ſhould not proſtitute our bodies in 
groſs pollutions of the fleſh;; yet if we are cold or care 
ks, formal or hypocritical, in ſerving God; or, if we 
are partial, ſelfiſh, or deficient in our love to men; we 
are tranſgreſſors of the law. To break any one precept, 
were it but upon one occaſion; and in a ſingle inſtance, is 
an inſult upon that divine authority, which gives a ſanction 


to the whole law. Surely the man who ſees himſelf a 


tranſgreſſor of this perfect law, muſt be condemned in his 
own conſcience, He muſt acknowledge himfelf -deepl 

guilty in the ſight of God. Under ſuch views, it'is-im- 
hope for any favour from a law ſo abſolutely, fo unchang- 
ably, perfect: in other words, through his knowledge 


and belief of its ſpirituality and perfection, he becomes drad 


To thelaw. © | 


* 
— 


d (7 Mas vii. 7 9. | () Pſal. xix, 7. 
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4. Believers become dead to the law, through their con- 
viction and belief of its tremendous threatenings, wherein 
the wrath of God is revealed from beauen qgainſt all ungodli- 
neſs and unrighteouſne/s of men (t). The law having ſet 
before the ſinner, his innumerable offences, and enormous 


guilt; its awful penalties denounce the doom, which he 
deſerves. They unſheath the ſword of juſtice, and threaten 
the offender with everlaſting deſtruction from the "preſence 


of the Lord. -The wrath f (God ! tremendous word! 


(s) Matt. xxii. 37, 39. () Rom. i. 18, 


e * * 
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| Who knoweth the weight and terror of his wrath ? Ar 
| his rebuke, the rocks melt like wax, the earth is ſhaken 
out of its place, and the pillars of heaven tremble. 
ö Tais wrath is revealed frum heaven, the habitation of his 
Holineſs and of his glory; not in empty or amuſing alarms 
of imaginary. danger, but in awful threatenings, ieh 
are as true. as they are dreadful. His wrath is revealed 
agoinft all ungodlineſs and unrightrouſneſs of men, whoever 
be, of whatever nation or character. But if againſt 
all and every inſtance of ungodlineis; then how muck 
more againſt our numberleſs crimes in every period of life, 
and in eVtry ſituation !--crimes, which have been of the 
moſtabominable and horrid kind ! When the guilty inner 
is once perſuaded, that death is the wages of his fin; that 
the curſe of God is gone forth againſt himſelf; and that 
he muſt endure the fury of God's wrath, and the ſeverity 
of almighty vengeance, not for a day, a month, or a 
but through the ages of eternity i when the ſinner is real] 
perſuaded, that this is his condition; his felf-confiden 
and legal hopes muſt die; under theſe juſt and terrible 
views of his danger, they muſt utterly periſh, Thus, 
through the law's tremendous threatenings, he becomes 
dead to the law; and knowing the terrars of the Lord, he | 
feels that the works of the law are only a refuge of lies, q 
g. Believers become dead to the law, through the con- 
fideration and faith of the righteouſneſs of Chrift, who is the 
end of the law. In the — nature, the righteous life, 
and ſatisfaftory death of Ged's own Son, ſent forth in the 
likeneſs of ſinful flaſb, we have a perfect comment upon the 
precepts and penalties of the law as a covenant of works, 7 
Here we are taught what we muſt be, and what we muſt | 
do, and what we muſt ſuffer, before the law can accept 
our perſons, or regard our works, or forgive our fins. The 
obedience unts death of the Son of God in our nature, is a 
glaſs that fully reflects the perfect righteouſneſs of the law. 
This doctrine is the miniſtration of death and conderhna- 
tion to every unbeliever: for, if the law did not abate the 
ſmalleſt jot or tittle, either in its demands or threatenings, 
when it had Chriſt for its ſervant ;. it is the greateſt abſue- 
dity, as well as the moſt dangerous folly, to preſume that 
it will accept a compoſition at the hands of finful crea- 
tures, The righteouſneſs of Chriſt is not only profitable 
| | js 


* 4, 
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to ſlay our legal hopes, by ſetting hefore us the righteoul-' 
nels we. muſt perform, if we would enter into life by keep 
ing the commandments 3, but his righteouſneſs is preſented - 
| goſpel. to us as ſinners, that we may therein receive 
in he himſelf. as he Lord our righteouſneſs 4 He having 
5 8 75 all righteouſneſs in our ſtead, that the righteouſ- 
of the law may be fulfilled in us. Whenever a fins 
. ar ca on the Son of God, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which magnifies the law, and e juſtice, is imputed 
or reckoned to him as A tranſ; reſſor ; the perſon, Who is. 
ilty ; and unrighteous in Wade hep becomes, through this 
Imputation, the righteouſneſs. of God in. Chriſt bis Sures 
ty (u). Hereby the ſinner not only. dies -t6:;the Jaw, in 
oINt of legal confidence and. expeQation z. but begins a 
ife of faith and hope towards God, a fe of goſpel- bedi- 
9585 and ſolid comfort; a % to which he was an utter 
ü Arapg , while he remained under the law, expecting hape 
rn his own righteouſneſs. Hence ſays the apoſtle, - 
the law am to the Jaw, THAT I MIGHT Live. 
53 0 „ = But this calls aur attention 0 the next bead 
in the | method ; namely, 
III. To enquire what i is imported in bilievers' Going wits 
Gad. Th is clearly oppoſed; to the brite the walk 
god converſation of natural men, who do not receive the 
things of the Spirit of God. In a ſtate of guilt and de» 
pray Ys mankind are alienated, from the lite of God, and 
dead and ſins; yet, in that ſtate, they live to 
the bor they live to themſetues, and—to the A/, H men. 
{1.) Natural men, being alive without the law, /ive to 
that very law which is * miniſtration. of death to the 
tranſgreſſors of it. Being ignorant. of the. rightetuſneſs. of 
Bod, the ſovereign Lawgiver, they. go about to eftablyb. 4 
Tighteoufug/5 of their own (1; they ſeek peace to their oon- 
Iciences, and expect eternal life, as the reward of their 
ood works. This is the prevailing diſpoſition of the 
Wickedeſt men, who think they have, done more good 
than will ballance all their enormous wickedneſs; or at 
leaſt hope they may be able to cancel their debt by repenta 
ance and reformation, in los future period of their lives. 
Thus natural men, (not onl I men of a decent * | 


i ins even the moſt pro Gee), live to the law, 10 7 
e 


4 2 con. 1. ; Bo 8 


bn this heaven 


Jie (x). Believers ind 
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They live to hemſelves, as if they were abſolute maſters 
of their own cunduct; making their own wills the rule, 
their own views the govertiitig end, of their lives. Or 
elſe, (3. ) they live to the lufts of mn, and not to the will 


of God. They are ſlaves to the humors and opinions of 


men, whoſe applauſe is their higheſt gratification, Whoſe 


| frown or oenſute they conſider as the greateſt miss cru. 


But, in oppoſition to ſuch a coarſe, believers, who ard 
dead to the law, live unto God. This ſuppoſes that Chrift 
is their life; and it imports,” that they live in the Ta. ty 
God, — that they live in the ve and | pride of 15 ſs, — 
that they make an hearty ſurrender of chemſelves to God's 
ſervice and pleafure, that they find unſp peakable /ati3/ac- 
tion in walking with God, ' and=—that hep fhould perſforre 
y exerciſe as long as they ive in the 4h. | 

1. Believers' living unto Go Tuppoles,” that Chriff is their 
life. It has been obſerved, that they become dead to the 
law by the body of Chrid, ben they are martied- to Go 
who is raiſed from the dead. They are quickened to 
ther — Chriſt, * enjoy all their life wg Fin 
that hath the Son, at * Hs: NAME. is 

4A Jive, yet not they, but Chri 
5 in them; and cheir life in ede fleſh is a life of fai 
on the Son of God, appfopriating him as beld forth in 
the goſpel, for their wildem, and. ri 1 ind fanc- 
tification, and redemption: -* Thi Their bf qulfificatiod, of 
holineſs, and comfort, '75. hid = brit in Cod, and en- 
joyed by them in the erco of "faith. 
2. Their living unto God imports, that they Ne ie bir 
favour, - Being dead to the hw which condemned them, 


=; 


their iniqulties are blotted out: for where thire is no b, 


there is no trunſgreſſun; and conſeq quently, yo Sonden | 
tion (y). As many as are brought into 2 ate of glbrious 
| liberty fiom the law of works, ar& at the fame no in- 


troduced into a ſtate of bappineſs, under the relgn bf ſo- 


vereign grace. They are mate accepted f 1 85 Bilpbi, and 
exalled in his righteouſneſs. They are. ble 


ed of the Lord 3 
and, being made the EVEN of God in Chriſt, 17 4 


5 25 {hall eternally baſk in the propitious beams” of Uta 
- vour..- The law as a covenant of works is den to bug 
= and they by the body of Chrift, ate dead to the fav. The 


belief 
ate, E · j 4 . W and te 


| nm 2 
|  - belief of this priyilege cauſes. them to gtjgies, amidſt their 
5 05 cone wth the bee 2 re- 
by they are ady aged, en im £915 Ning Wildenneis, to 

_ reign '- life by Flas Gift while ith y believe on him, a9 
the end of the law for righteguſneſs to themſelves in par- 


3. Believers' living unte God imports, that they Jive in 
the love and prifiite of bolineſs, Viewing themſel ves as dead- 
to the law, they, ſee that they are redeemed by the precious 
blood of Chriſt; who hath bought them with this ineſti- 
mable price, to he unte him/elf a peculiar peaple, alu, of 
good works,(Z), A perſuaſion that they are dead to the 

law by the body of Chriſt, and reconciled to God y the 
death of his Son, produces all the peagegble ſtuits of rigu- 
teouſneſs, in an holy converſation, | In this glaſe, dhe 

Character of a reconciling God appears ſo_ſupremly.amiey 

1 ble, his yoke ſo eaſy, his bunden ſo light, and kis.,ways 

ſo pleaſant; that the helieving foul is {weetly;ganfirained 

to delight in his jaw after the inward mp, and cannot 

but nun the way of his commatidments. \ Hereby a man is 
Voth diſpoſed And enabled to. lire in all 5 
Hod, acco Nb ee upon, dhe maſt noble piiasi- 
ples, to the bigheſt and beſt ends, under e and cndear- 

1 Ing views of divine authority. Mis obe diene now be- 
comes chearful, ſelf· denying, and, unreſerngdddg. 
4. Believers libing unto Gad implies, that rh make an 

"hearty and praffical ſurrender of themſoldes to his ſarvice and 
"pleaſure, Being dead to the law, which was their former 

| hufband, they are married; with.theit own conſent; unto 

7 Another, even to him who is raiſed from the dead; that 
they ſhould bring forth fruit unto God (a). They die to 
the law when they join themſelves to the Lord Jeſys N 
Chriſt, in an everlaſtigg covenant: Then they yieldthem= — - 
ſelves unto the Lord, to be ſaved by his . grace-througtr 
Faith, in oppoſition to all thoſe unprofitable and vain 
attempts they had formerly employed to eſtapliſh their o.²in 

rightecuſaeſs. Then they deliuer ppithemſclves to be go- 
verned by his authority, in oppoſition to thoſe motions of 
.fin, - which had governed their former walk, inthe. vanity 
of their mind. And then they heartily acquieſce in the 
.zight which the Lord their God has to order theif lot in 
7 | ca 2 1 = the 

( Tit. l . l. Rem, M. 1 4. 
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the world, according to his ſovereign pleaſure, They 
know they are not their own, but _— with a price; 
they rejoice in the happy exchange of glorious. liberty for 
their former bondage and miſery ; and they chearfully ſur- 

render themſelves to be ſaved, ruled, and diſpoſed of, ac- 
cording to the good pleaſure of their heavenly Father, whoſe 
they are, and whom they ſerve, Thus they live unto God, 


as his peculiar people. 


5. Believers' living unto God, in conſequence of their be- 


ing dead to the law, imports, that they joy in God through 


our” Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom they have now received the 
atonement (b), Living unto God is expreſſive of the plea- 
fare and delight, which his people find in walking before 
him. The meek ſhall eat, and be ſatisfied : they ſhall praiſe - 
the Lord, that ſeek him; your heart fhall LIVE for ever (c) 

that is, your ſouls ſhall rejoice and be exceeding glad in his 
ſalvation, Hence ſays the Prophet, In the Lord our righ- 

teouſneſs Mall all the ſeed of  Tjraet be Juftified, and in 7 Hl 

Hall they glory (d): they ſhall hve unto God, exulting with 
the moſt enlarged ſatisfaction of ſoul, in contemp ating 


the Nr of that atonement, by which they are recon- 


ciled; and in believing the perfection of that eyerlaſting 
righteouſneſs, wherein they are juſtified freely by the riches 
of his grace. O the boundleſs ſtores of joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory, that open on the diſtreſſed conſcience, 
us ſoon as it perceives its freedom from the broken law, 
and its ſtanding in the grace of God.] Under ſuch views, 
a believer rejoices to do the will of God; and experimen- 
tally finds, that in keeping" his commandments there is a great 

6. Believers' [ving unto God evidently ſuggefts, that 
they ſhould per/evere in this heavenly courſe, as long as 
they live in the fleſh, When they become dead to the 
law, and are married to the riſen Saviour in effectual calls 
ing, an indiſſoluble relation is conſtituted bettvixt Chrift 
and them. He betroths them unto binjel for ever. The 
privileges of their new ſtate are of the Jargeſt extent, and 


„ 


of perpetual duration. He gives unto hit Sbecp eternal life, 
and they ſhall neuer periſb; neither ſhall any pluck theni ek 4 


bis hand (e). Having theſe views, believers: enter u 


(16, av. 25. (% Fling a" 
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the enjoyment of their bleſſed Rate; they begin their chriſ· 
tian work and warfare, with. an unreſerved ſurrender of 
themſelves to the Lord, and with an unfeigned purpoſe.of 
holding on to the very end. To lite unto God, in a per- 
ſuaſion of his favour, in a willing obedience to his autho - 
rity, and in a chearful ſubmiſſion to his providence, ſet- 
ing bis glory before them as the higheſt end of all- their 
conduct, now appears to them ſuch a reaſonable ſervice, 
that they are happy in the contemplation and aſſurance of. 
its being to laſt for ever. According to God's infallible 
promiſe, they believe that the grace. of our Lord Jeſus. 
Chriſt ſhall be ſufficient for them, while they live in chis 
preſent evil world, and his ſtrength, made . in their 
weakneſs ; and, upon the ſame ground, they look. for. A. 
better late i in the world to come, where they ſhall have- 
the immediate enjoyment, of complete ſalvation, and where 
they ſhall ſerve God day and night, with che mor intenſs 
„ delight, for ever and for ever. h 
IV. I ſhall now endeavour to prove, that a "man; muſt 
be dead to the law, in order. to his living unto God; or, 
that he cannot live, unto God, except he be dead c che 
law. The proof I ſhall offer is 7 ſimple; though. I 
hope it will be ſatisfactory and concluſive, | adi man 
who thinks he can live unto God, by deſerying happineſs. 
as the wages of his obedience, is ignorant of the divine 
law; z—he 1 is proud and ſelf-conceited ; — he is an enemy to 
the grace of God ʒ— he rejects and oppoſes the righteouſ- 
neſs of the Lord Jeſus; and—he has only the | form of 
godlineſs, even when he makes the faireſt ſhew-in religion. 
Surely ſuch a perſon cannot, in that Rate, live unto 
© | 1. The man who is not dead to the law, is ignorant of 
the law; and therefore he cannot live unto God. He. 
either does not know, or elſe he does not conſider, that. 
#be law of the Lord is abſolutely perfect. J); all. its pre- 
cepts, holy like their author; and all its threatenings, in- 
exorably juſt. To this fatal i ignorance, the apoſtle af- 
cribes the "lin zeal of the Jews, who were ſo anxious 
to e/tabliſh a rightzouſneſs of their own (g). The natural at- 
tachment of the legal heart to the law. or covenant. of. 
Works, proceeds on the very ſame ignorance and unbelief 
of its 6 and divine authority ſtill. Is it poſſible, 
e that 
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for his numberleſs crimes? Nothing but the graſſeſt ig 
norance of the holy nature, and rightedus law, of God, 
of the malignity and demerit of fin, and bf his own Salz. 
ahd depravity, can ever ſuggeſt the preſümptuous deliifion, 
tö à blinded mind. Sboner ſhall the beaſts of the field be 
qual ied to act with thè underſtanding of angels, than men, 
cbntinuing under the chains of dirknefs, can live untd 
God, in faith, br Hope, öf true hblinels: Sinners of this 
chatatter are alrenated' from the 7 of Go through the 180 
runte thur is in them; Brie of th 1 en hearts ON 
2: The man who-is'aliye'to the law, or hopes for juſa 
tifieation' by his on works, cannot live urftd God; be- 
cauſe pride and ſelf-conceit are the goyerning principles of 
his Fenduct. His chzfacter and diſpoſition are the very. 
reverſe of the d umblé und cuntrite, Why tremble 47 the Lord's 
word (). Legaliſs, who truſt in theit own tighteouſneſs,. 
ate natutally diſpoſed to lobk upon others" With contempt 
aBd'"difdiin; as neither worthy to be regarded of God, iy, 
chripared with thernſelves. They exalt theniſelves ſo'much 


as even to make à Claim upon the MOST HIGH, as if 


he were their debtor. Through the pride of their heft. 
they neitlier call upon God, for the förgivenels of their 
ſins, nor for the ſupplies of his Holy Spirit. If they ap- 
pear in his preſence, it is only to publiſh their own im- 
* and to tell their Maker how good they are, and 


how well they deſerve his fayour; as we ſee in the caſe of 


to pray (4). My brethren, judge in Freter whether 
thoſe that exalt themſelves, can wall humbly with Go? 
Whether thofe that fwell in pride, can honour the Io 
And Lorry Ons? Whether thoſe who truſt in them -- 
ſelves that they are righteous, can glorify his name, as 
The Lord, the Lord God merciful and graciaus, forgiving ini- 
qaity and tranſgreſſitn and ſin ? and, finally, whether thoſe, 
who are filled with ſelf-conceit, muft not be an abomina- 
ien in bis bt? The cafe is ſo perfectly clear, that we 
STE | 12 85 | cannot 
(!) Eph. iy, 13. {#) Fa. vi. 2. (0) Lake Kii. 41, 12, 14. 


the ſelf· conceited Phariſee, who went up into the 55 5 
ner 
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cannot miſtake it :-for Gad refii 


with true religion. 
3. The man who lives 


God; Their pride and AH conceit are u 


. * * n | 
righteouſneſs of their own. On the Sthef hand, thoke | 


4 


of the law, not ie the riches of uivine goodneſo, 


| „ RET, 
00 Eph. i. 8.  (m) Clap. F. 5, 8. Exod, wil. 29, (e] Gal, . 4, - 


jv * + , 
Ll 


88 BELIEVERS DEATHzTO' THE LAW: 
argument is clearly ſtated; and reaſoned upon, in the epiſ- 
tle to the Romans, as well as in this epiſtle to the Gala- 
tians. I ſhall only quote the apoſtle's words in the con- 
text, Met, ſays he, whe are Fews by. nature, and not fin- 
ners of the Gentiles, knowing that a man is not juſtified by the 
works of the law, but by the faith of iJa8ys CHRIsTNHJ; even 
toe, (Who, as Fews have privileges every way ſuperior to 
thoſe of the heathen nations, —EVEN WE) baue believed in 
Jrsus CHRIST, that we might be juſtified by the faith: of 
CHRIST, and not by the works of the law : for by the works 
of the, law ſhall ne fleſh be juſtified. And again, F righ- 
 Feouſneſs come by the. law, Chriſt is dead in usain (o). Here 
you ſee in how important a point of view, the holy Ghoſt 
places THE RIGHTEOUSNESS of the /econd Adam; while he 
makes it the ONLY ground of abfolving ſinners from the 
curſe of the law, and of eſtabliſhing them in the favour 
of God. He pronqunces, our obedience à refuge of lies, 
and worſe than an idle dream, when truſted to for the juſ. 


. cation f life. N othing but the death of Chriſt can te- 
concile us to God; nothing but his righteouſneſs can 
ſecreen our guilty ſouls. Two cannot walk together, ex- 
cept they be agreed. Sinners cannot walk with God, 
except they be reconciled to him; and they cannot be re- 
conciled by any other means, but the death of his Son. 
From all which it appears, that Legaliſis, who reject the 
righteouſneſs of the Lord Jeſus, and. whaſe principles di- 
rectly infer that he 75 dead in vain (p), cannot poſſibly live 
-unto; God, There is no name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we muſt: be ſaved, but the name of JESUS. ' Thoſe 
who live to the, law, by rejecling Talyation in this name, 
plainly. declare, that they are ſtill in ihe flea, and there- 
Fore cannot flegſe God (9). I ſhall only add, , 
5. The man who lives to the law has but the form, the 
mere ſhadow,..of:geglizeſs, even when he makes the faireſt 
ſhew in. the- fleſh. A whited. fepulcbre, you know, is 
beautiful outward, but is within full of dead mens bones, 
and of all ungleanneſs. Even fo, the man who lives moſt 
conſcientiouſly unto the law, outwardly appears righteous 
- unto men, but within he is full of hypocriſy and iniqui- 
ty (7). If you review his character, as it has. been delj- 
neated from the oracles of God, you muſt fee that his win 
N 2 | cCiples 


(0) Gal. ii. I5, 16, 21. (50 Chap. ii. 21. | 
I.) Rom. viii. 8. tr) Matt. xxiii. 27, 28. 
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Eiplev-are urterly inconfiftent with the power of. godlineſs, 
; 1* has been Roy (1.) That the man who is alive tothe 
Jaw, in point of ſelf dependence and jegal hope, is really 
ignorant of the nature and extent of that righteouſneſs, 
which the law requires. (2.) That he is — and /elf+. 
conceited: His heart is lifted up in him, and he puts him. 
ſelf in the room of God. (3.) That he is an enemy to the 

grace of God, as it reigns 3 righteouſneſs unto eter- 
— life. And (4.) that he oppoſes and: __ the rightzouſ- 
neſs of the Lord Feſus Cbriſt, revealed in the ryan - | 
goſpel. Now, brethren, let me beſeech you to be candi 
and faithful to your on conſciences, in the anſwers — 
give to theſe plain and intereſting queſtions: Can ſuct 
perſon, even when his religious conduct has the beſt pat 
pearance,—can he, in this ſtate, go beyond the mere form 
of podlineſs? Is it poſſible, he gan be à ſaint indeed? 

or, can his faireſt ſhew i in the fleſh, be eee 
God? By no means. 

Thus it is manifeſt, Ad ae 8 0 be and to the 
Jaw, before he can live unto: God 3 or, that he cannot 
live unto God, except he be dead to the law. Several 
other conſiderations might have been ſuggeſted to eſtabliſi 
this doctrine; but I am perſuaded, what has been advan« 
ced is fo complete a proof; that, if we ſtill diſbelieve or 
doubt, it is not for want of evidence, but becauſe we diſ- 
like the humbling truth. It only 1 WIG to con- 
clude this diſcourſe. with Gas” | 


14 yd 


EXHORTATIONS. 


Tie may | be addr6fſed (1. ) to mer, who are under 
the law; and (2.) to*bzlievers, who are dead to the law. 

Fixsr, I would offer a few words of exhortation to 
ſinners, who are under the law. © I have a meſſage from God 
unto. you; and, in his name, I demand your deepeſt at- 
tention to four things; - to wit, the inconceivable.. miſery 
of your preſent condition j the fearful proſpect which the 
Jaw opens on your view beyond this life; — the abſolute 

rfection of the righteouſneſs of the Lord from heaven; 
and—the clear warrant you have, merely in the charac- 
ter of ſinners, to believe c on e as. the Lord you righ- 


None. „ 
5 1 J. 1 


and, accept 


e©BRELIE VERS DEATN TO THE LAW; 
$4. 'T'exhort yau ho ars: under. the. law, who. truſt in 
unſelves that you .are' righteous, and na ws 
pe far the favour of God on account'of-ſomething you 
have:done, or at leaſt reſolve. to do z exhort and be- 
ſeech you, in the behalf of Chriſt, ſeriopſſy to ponder the 
inconceivable miſery of: your. prefent condition. What will 
it avail,” if all your neighhours ſhould! eſteem your life a 
bt pattern of virtue, if they agree to pronounce you 

the heirs of God and glory? They are hut men; they. 
cannot ſee your heart; and perhaps they, as well as your- 


ſelves, are ignorant of the ſeriptures. Remember, that 


Gad is judge hunſelf.(s), and the bappineſs or miſery of your 


| Rate i is decided by his verdict. Fhe teſtimony of his ward 


Is the infallible uerdict of God himſelf. Hearken there» 
fore to his decifive judgment, concerning the inconceiv- 
able MIS ERV of: your preſent. condition, as ſinners == 
hve to the lam, and depend upon it far eternal lite.. 


are without any enjoyment of the fayaur of God: for 10150 is 


written, there is nine righteous; no, nat ne. Now we buvw' 
that what things. ſpever the law faith, it faith to them ub 
art under the lutu; (ſor what purpoſe ? Is it that they may 


bei directed to perform an obedienge by which they may. 


be juſtified ? - Naz but) that every mouth may be flopped, and 
all the world may hecame, to theix own: conviction, guilty be- 
fare God (t) ; that they may appear to be gbgoxiqus to 
his wrath and curſe, avd may know that this is their con- 


dition. Vou that live to the lav, have no part in Chriſt; 


for, ſays his faithful ambaſſador, Chriſt is of no effed? to 


ou, whoſoever u are ju 4 by e hi; ye are fallen 
Freq — , Hu: blood 0d rl or his —_ 
ang. fulneſs, can be of no avail to you, that ſeck pardon 
ch in . whole or in part, from the works o 
no has at Live to, the law, Pave not the Spir If © 


* 11 bis: for the ſhi. 
192 0 1 2 1600 0 but by the 25 


e Jaw.— 


rſt; , t 
ri 15 receives, "Fi or, ks. of 
e 


faith (w). pale, in obe en to the law, is the 
en do t rig hteouſ] ſneſs and of the Spirit: and 
all that have Wo. Spirit of Chriſt, do, through this 1 910 
t for the hope of fate by Hr Jai (x) 5 hey Wh wit 
earneſt defire and longing exp ſep for eternal life, no 
ag the rewarg of Any righteouſneſs of their own, bur werf 


6 Pal, * 6. 't) Rom, i ill, 0, 19, (z) Gal. v. . 
(ﬆp) Chap, iii. 2, (x) Chap. v. Lt 


r 
* 5 Py 2 
* 


mini Brit A LW. gr 
ly on che foot of che righteouſnefs of Chriſt,” as thelr only 3 


entifling rechmmendation, 
"Now it" deeply concerns you who are under the la, tc 


conſider” the wtetchedneſs and miſery of your condition, a 


Your conftlences may know, your principles. of ſelf Je. 


pendence and legal hopes declare, and the word of GG 
affirms, that you are 9 — Git” and 201th Chrift, afid | 


without (hs pirit of the. Father and the Son. Ye. are 
ſtrangers to the grace of the Lord Jefus Chriſt, and to che 


love of Gad, and to the communion” of the Holy Ghoſt. 


In this condition, ye are truly and Inconceivably miſerable. 
9 onder your moſt deplorable ſituation. 
I exhort you who are alive to the law, to Coltedipls 

the rt 5540 which the LAW itſelf opens on Vol 
view, beyond this preſent life, It 44 

to de, aud after death the. . Agment 911 Wir tremendous, 
event to all that are under the curſe, 2 have no part in 
| Chriſt ! Take a view, in this laſs, of that faſt-ap 2 
ing period, when. the chains of fatal delufion fhall burſt 
alunder; when the juſtice and holineſs of the . . 
Lawgiver ill ince antly | flaſh horror, and all the aganies 
of everla ing deſpair, on your guilt conſclences; when 
your golden dreams of nägpinets, Hall totally expire in 
the flames of Tpbet. Heat the ſolemn, tlie dcdidve, the 
unrepealable ſentence, to be x ronounced | upon, all” that 


know not God, and obey not the goſpel; Hear it, ye ſelf. 
depending 'Les al! and beiter that this very Tentence . 


recorded in your Bibles, hel ere Tong be pronounced. from 
the tribuhal of the Son of God ;—Depart from ye curſed, 
into ver lat 2/tip re, Prepared 95 the 4000 and h bjs ange 1 gels (2). 
Moſt gladty Ge the proud Phar. Nee clioofe, | in thas awful 
day, 99 be oeted! in t grave, or conſumed in a Uevour-. 
ing. furnace, 'or hid under mountains and rocks, or 0 


into tHe tte Jeeps of the fea; if, by any of theſe rheans, be 


could be Lebe from the preſence of HIM hat fits upon the 


throne.* © Contemp late not, only the grand, folemnities of ' 


that great and terrible day of the 55 ut carry our views 
forward to the certain conſeq nences of that Uunalterable' 


tranſactiom: Tor the hall 2 a into everlaſting puniſh- 


meat (a). - 
This is no N biew, no fanciful defeription, of 


the — tak. ſhall burſt gm, the fiery law, noe. ths 


( 7 Heb, i iz, 27. * Matt, x xxy, 41, 0 Matt, xxy. 46. 


pointed for mn one 
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heads of all who are of the works 4 the lau, and conſe- 
quently under the curſe (b). They ſhall be puniſhed with 
..j everlaſting deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power. Let your hearts meditate 
terror; and knowing that it is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God, be perſuaded to flee from the 
law as a covenant, to renounce all confidence in the fleſh, 
and to truſt only in the finiſhed righteouſneſs of his be- 
loved Son. This everlaſting righteouſneſs is the only 
hiding- place from the ſtorm, the only covert from the tem- 
peſt of Almighty vengeance, which ſhall utterly deſtroy the 
_ adverſaries, COM! nn ho 
3. Iexhort you who live to the law, to fix your medi- 
tations upon the ab/olute perfection of THAT RIGHTEOUS- 
NESS, which is fulfilled, and brought in, by the Lord from 
heaven. View it in all the lights you can; and, in every 
light, you will ſee it ſupremely excellent. Conſidered as 
the righteouſneſs of the Son of God, manifeſted in our na- 4 
ture, and acting in our ſtead ; it gives a moſt endearing 
denomination to his perſon, as well-as a ſtrong encourage- 
mene to our faith: for this is the name whereby he ſhall be 
called, THE Lord our RIOHTEOUSNESS (c). Compared 
with the /aw of God, this righteouſneſs is perfectly con- 
formable in breadth and length, to all its holy precepts, 
and to all its awful threatenings. Hence the apoſtle ſays, 
Chriſt is the end, the perfecting end, of the law for righteouſ- 
neſs, to every one that believeth (d). His ſervices and bis 
- ſufferings are the righteouſneſs of the law. Contemplating 
the particular reſpect this righteouſneſs had to God the Fa- 
tber, ye will diſcover ſufficient reaſon to rejoice in it, as a 
work which his Father gave him todo, as a ſervice wherein / 
his, Father is glorified, and as a righteouſneſs for the ſake 
whereof his Father is well pleaſed, having ſmelled in it a 
ſavour of reſt, If you take a view of this righteouſneſs as 
it relates to /inful nien; you will find it repreſented as the 
_ gift of rightequſneſs (e), which God preſents to them in his 
Word; as the righteouſneſs of faith (J), whereby they em- 
| brace this heavenly gift ſo preſented ; and as zhe righteouſ- 
meſs of the law fulfilled in (g) them that believe, by a 
moſt gracious imputation, whereby they become perfect in 
beauty. If you ſhall till go on to ſurvey the efe#s of this 
| = 2 5 | righte- 
(B) Gal. m. 10. (c) Jer. xxiil. 6. (4) Rom. . 4. arge 
e Chap. v. 7. (J) Chap. iv. 3. [g) Rom. viii. 4. 
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BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW: gg 
righteouſneſs, with regard to ſin and grace; the Sctipturts 
ed | gan anſereffion 1 is ended, * 


inform you, that thereby /in is finiſhed, tr 


and reconciliation made for iniquity (b); and they likewiſe 


teſtify, that the reign of grace unto eternal life, is eftabliſhed. 
through this very righteoufneſs, and through this alone (i). 

O ſinners, who truſt in yourſelves that ye are rightequs! 
who live unto the Jaw ! fix your meditations upon the 26 
folute-ptrſeHion and excellency of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt. 
Arreſt your attention to the glorious ſubject. What is 

our righteouſneſs when compared with this, but as a 

of rag compared with a complete ſuit of the richeſt ap- 
pe ? or, as a counterfeit farthing compared with unnum-- 
millions of the fineſt gold ? The e 


of the contemptible glow- worm make a much nearer ap- 


proach to the blazing ſplendor of the ſun ſhining in his 


ſtrength, than the Legaliſt's faireſt ſhew of religion, to the 
radiant glory of the Sun of righteouſneſs. e 


7 ” 
- 


4. I exhort you who live to the'law, and depend upo 1 | 


our own works for eternal life, to conſider the clear ant 
indiſputable warrant you have, . the character of 
ſinners, to believe on Chriſt, as the Lord your righteouſ- 


neſs. Now, To believe on Chrift as the Lord your'righ- 


teouſneſs, is, to be perſuaded, (on the ſure ground of God's 
own teſtimony in the goſpel,) that the holineſs of his hu- 
man nature, the righteouſneſs of his holy life, and his ſa- 
tisfactory death, are your only recommendation to the fa- 


vour of God, and your only ſecurity from everlaſting de- 


Believe it, my fellow-ſinners, this perſuaſion is no pre- 


ſumption. Every ſinner that hears the Goſpel is ſuſſi- 


ciently warranted by the God of heaven, to depend on his 


own Son, for the righteouſneſs of life; and his warrant. 
carries ſuch authority in it, that he who believeth not, 
ſhall undoubtedly be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 
for his unbelief. To convince you, that every one who 


hears the goſpel, is divinely authoriſed to ſay, Surely in the 
Lord bate I righteouſneſs, give me leave ſeriouſly to urge 


the following conſiderations upon your conſciences. —- 


Chriſt was ſent into the world to ſave finners, even the 
very chief of that character (t). He came into the world, 
that the world through him might be ſaved (!),—He was 


5 Dan. ir. 75 ) Rom. v. od 
is Crum 


ſeat 
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moſt gujlty, and the moſt, miſerable, 
But do you, or ſome of years All alle with anxious con- 


| preciſely adapted to the exigencies of your co 


- — Beſides, You are not only invited, but greatly encouraged 
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ent in the likeneſs of ſinful fleſb (-:).—Cbriſt ſuffered for 


fins once, he. died. for finners, for enemies, and for the 


ungodly (z).-When he aſcended up on high, he received 
gifts for men, even for the rebellious (0),—He is exalted 
to be a. Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance and re- 


miſfion of Has (5). Tbefe are the true and faithful ſayings 


a 


of God, concerning his own Son our Saviour; and they 
deſcribe him as an all-ſufficient Redeemer, exhibited to the 


of our ryined. race. 


cern, what ſpecial warrant .YOU have to truſt in thi 
all-ſufficient . Saviour, whoſe. office and character are ſo 
eriſhing. ſinners? I anſwer, YOU are elend TU 
re invited VOL are encouraged and Y OW are commanded, 
truſt in his name, for righteouſneſs and Complete Aal- 
vation. : ed _  - 

Tau are allewed by the Son of God himſelf; Fhboſoever 
uu, Jet him take the water f life frech (g). He ſays 
not, Whoſoever is worthy, but whoſoever will; let him 
take and enjoy Chriſt and his everlaſting righteouſneſs, as 
the free vouchſafement of divine grace. Top ate alſo in- 
ited to believe on the Son of God, far that righteouſneſs 


which he finiſhed upon the eroſs; and hence you find him 


.crying with fervour and importunity, Come unto me, all 3 


that labour and are heavy laden, overwhelmed with guilt, 
and bowed down. to the very brink of hell, however inſen- 


ſible you may be to the extreme wretchedneſs of your mi- 
ſerable condition come unto me, and I will givg you ret(r), 
under the covert of my precious and peace-ſpeaking blood. 
to purſue this courſe : for, ſays the merciful Saviour, Hin 
that cometh unta me, I will in no wiſe 70 out (3); I will re- 


ceive him graciouſly, I will love him freely, and will never 
diſinherit him, either on account of his former tranſgreſ- 


fions, or on account of his future failings. And finally, 
ov are expreſsly commanded to give Chriſt the glory of 


his office: for this is the command of God, that we ſhould be- 
. live on the name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt (t). But ftill you 


aſk, Wno are cammnande thus to believe on the name of 


(=) Rom. vii. 4 (3) Chap. v. 6, 8, ro, (eh) Pfal. Riff. 18. 


(p) AQs v. 31. (72) Rer. xxii, 17, (] Matt. zi. 28. 
0) Joha v 37 () Ichs in. 222 
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98 BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW. 
within the vail, whether the Forerunner, the exalted Re- 
deemer, is for you entered? Does it graſp, in its pleaſant 
expectations, an inheritance that is incorruptible, and un- 
defiled, and that fadeth not zway; an inheritance reſerved = 
in heaven for you (y)? And is this good, hope both pro- 
duced, and ſupported, through the riches of the ſovereign 
grace of God, who delivered Jeſus for your offences, and 
raiſed him again for your juſtification ? Then jt becomes 
you to regulate all your hopes, by the grace of God, and pe 
by the works of the law. Begin not to ſay in your hearts, 
that if you were more holy, or could ſee ſome reaſon to think 
better of yourſelves, you could hope in God with greater 
confidence: for this would be to hope according to go 
law, and not according to the riches and ſovereignty o 
that grace which bringeth ſalvation. When you are en- 
abled to walk before God with any comfortable meaſure 
of integrity, do not expect a reward for ſuch ſervices : ra- 
ther bleſs God for fuch an holy walk, as the fruit of his 
all-ſufficing race, and as an important branch. of your 
falvation in Chrift, But if iniquities prevail againſt yous 
anguiſh, remember that you are called, in this view of 
yourſelves, to hope againſt hope, to cry unto God out of 
the depths, and to build your expectations of pardon and 
relief on the righteouſneſs and ſtrength of the exalted Sa- 
viour. V 9 
Again, judge yourſelves to bs dead, unto the law, in 
point of legal fear. Has Chriſt redeemed you from the 
curſe of the law ? Has he delivered you out of the hand 
of your enemies? Are your fins blotted out? And, is 
it your privilege to be really dead to the condemning law? 
Then it is both your duty and your intereſt, to honour 
your Redeemer, and to adorn your holy calling, by ſerv- 
ing God without laviſh fear, in holineſs and in righteouſ- 
neſs before him all the days of your lives, When your 
hearts meditate terror, on account of your, manifold tranſ- 
greſſions of the law, on account of the criminal defects of 
your religious duties, and in the certain proſpe& of a 
judgment to come; let your ſouls reioice in believing, that 


600 2 Pepe i, . Heby vi. tgy * 
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BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW. a 
the CHRIST OF GOD is the propitiation for your fins. 
Should you be afflicted with diſtreſſing apprehenſions of 
divine deſertion and diſpleaſure, yea, even of deſtruction 
from the Lord as your deſerved portion; conſider; that 
this muſt be your infirmity, becauſe God, who has recon- 
ciled you to himſelf by the death of his Son, is ſupremely 
glorified; and for ever delights, in the Jaw-magnifying 
righteouſneſs of your glorious Surety; Chriſt intervenes 
between you and all poſſible danger; and therefore you 
ſhould diſmiſs your anxious fears, and ſtir up yourſelves to 


reſiſt and repel] them, ſtedfaſt in the faith of your 00 6 


by Chriſt Jeſus; who, having redeemed you to God b 
his blood, will preſerve you from all evil, and bring you 


ſafe to his Father's honſe. 


2. I exhort you who are dead to the law, to lie unto 
God, who hath quickened you together with Chriſt. Now, 
if you would live unto God, your life in the fleſh, (like 
that of the apoſtle), muſt be a /ifz of faith an his Sen. To 
live by the faith of the Son of God, is, to be perſuaded, on 
the authority of the divine teſtimony, that he loved us, 
and gave himſelf for us; and to depend on him accord- 
ingly for eternal life. By the exerciſe of this faith, you 
ſhall live unto God in the utmoſt extent of all the happineſs 
and activity connected with the chriſtian life, which this 
imperfe& ſtate can admit of: for all things are poſſible to him 
that believeth (x). Yo | ” 5 
Living by the faith of the Son of God, you ſhall walk 
in divine favour, Many of the people of God, whom he 
hath ' made accepted in his beloved Son, are, in a great 
meaſure; ignorant of their liberty; and therefore they are 
bowed down under a ſpirit of bondage. Their unbelief 


is the ſource of all their ſorrow. But ſurely, if you would 


believe, you ſhould ſee the glory of God, ſhining in the 
face of Jeſus, as bis Father and your Father, as his God 
and your God, Knowing the joyful found, ye ſhould 
walk in the light of his countenance, and triumph in the ſmiles 
of his favour, Believing that Chriſt is the propitiation 
for your fins, and the Lord your righteouſneſs ; you ſhould 
have confidence, hope, and joy towards God. 


» o 


2) Luke ix. 23 ˙ ; 


98 BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW. 
Beſides, in living by the faith of the Son of God, you- 
ſhall walk in the love and practice of true holineſs. Your 
conſciences will be pacified, and your hearts purified ; 
you, will be delivered from the dominion of fin, diſpoſed 
to holy tempers, and furniſhed for an holy practice, in 
the exerciſe of that faith which puts ,on the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt for complete ſalvation. True holineſs conſiſts in 
the love of God and the love of man; in that unforced, 
unfeigned, and moſt rational love of God, which ariſes 
from a diſcovery of his unſpeakable mercy, and infinite 
kindneſs to us; and in that cordial, diſintereſted, and 
univerſal love of man, which flows from the poſſeſſion 
of a ſatisfactory portion in the Lord our God and Re- 
deemer. Theſe duties of love to God and men, are 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the moral law ; but they-are 
utterly impracticable, except we walk in Chriſt, Abide 
therefore in him, and ye ſhall bring forth much fruit; 
believe on him, and your faith ſhall work by love to 
God and men; walk by faith, and ye ſhall maintain 
good works. 75 | | 
' Moreoyer, by living in the exerciſe of this faith, 
your fouls ſhall increaſe their Joy in the Lord. Beliep- 
ing, ye ſhall rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full of glo- 
7y (a). The comfort of the Chriſtian is according to 
his faith. If he be ſtrong in the faith, his joy is full; 
if he be weak in the faith, the conſolations of God 
are ſmall with him. My dear friends, be exhorted to 
live with a conſtant eye upon the glory and the grace 
of Jeſus, and in a dependence on him as made of God 
to you, in the declarations of the goſpel, wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and redemption. By 
this means, you will find your ſouls diſpoſed and en- 
abled to glory in God your Saviour. Do not imagine, 
that you muſt firſt work out ſomething as a ground of 
1 inward comfort, or that you muſt diſcern in your ex- 
1 perience ſome hopeful evidence of a work of grace 
10 within you; before you may ſafely venture to ſay, that 
| the conſolation of //rae! is your comforter, under all 
1. your guilt, and in all your tribulations; or, that the 
1 Joyful ſound of complete ſalvation, freely given to — 
| | | mo{ 


1188 | (a) 1 Pet. f. 8, 
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. BELIEVERS DEATH TO THE LAW. 99 
moſt unworthy in the name of Chrift, is your ſtrong. 
tower, your delight, and your. ſong in the houſe: of 
your pilgrimage (5). Whenever you forſake this foun- 
tain of living conſolation, . you muſt be grieved in 
ſpirit; but while you live by the faith of the Son 
of God, your path ſhall be like the ſhining light, 

that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect day. _ 
Finally, Living in the exerciſe of this faith upon 
the Son of God, you will clearly perceive that 9s 
are not your own; you will take pleaſure x + acknow- 
ledging, that Chriſt has redeemed you to be his pe- 
culiar people; and you will ſurrender up yourſelves, 
without any reſerve, to be governed by his laws, and 
._ diſpoſed of by his providence, The love of Chriſt, 
apprehended by faith, will ſweetly and irreſiſtibly con- 
ſtrain your ſouls, bearing you on towards the better 
country, and the haven of eternal reſt, with much the 
ſame * oa ſteady, prevailing influence, which winds 
and tide exert, when they waft a veſſel} to the deſtined 
Harbour (c). Hereby the righteous is enabled to hold 
on his way; and he that hath clean hands, to wax 
ſtronger and ſtrpnger, Fhis is the only effectual means 
of your mounting up with wings as eagles; of run- 
ning, withaut being weary; and of holding on with 
' perſeverance, in your heavenly courſe, | without becom- 
ing faint (d). | DS ey 

To ſhut up the whole, Let me beſeech you to make 
it the ruling buſineſs of your lives, to live unto God; 
believing that your old man was crucified with Chriſt ; 
that Chriſt himſelf bare your iniquities, that he made 
- atonement for your offences; that he endured the pu- 
niſhment of your fins; and that Jeſus Chriſt, as your 
Surety, conſtantly ſtands between you and the law of 
God ; inſomuch, that the penalties of that law, though 
it be the miniſtration ,of death to ſinners, cannot poſ- 
ſibly hurt you, without diſcovering a flaw in the abſo- 
Jutely perfect righteouſneſs of the ſecond Adam. Can the 
faith of theſe dignifying and well-fecured privileges, free- 
| ly conveyed in the goſpel, ever operate to licentiouſneſs, 


(5) See Mr Mar pal e goſpel-myftery of ſanRtification, Diet, VII, 
(c) 2 Cor, v. 14. 5 (4) Ifa, xl, 31. | 


== 
CA 602 


— ood 
— 


2 
- 


— 


WE eG ET IS REI 


2 


r 


— 


cc, 


43” 
b 
5 
"=" 
P * 
* 
1 
| 
vo 
| 
| 
. 
= 
* 
1 
— * 
* 
1 
% 
1 
* 
ö 
* 
i 
©, "hp 
© 


— 


, 1 * 

1 * FI 

. 2 
NN 


«yy 


100 BELIEVERS DEATH 


or leave the mind of a believer 3 the age 
corruption? Impoſſible! The very ſuppoſition is- 
ſurd. The predious truths of the 
cording to godlineſt; and fo admirabl 3 
the fineſt movements of the ſoul, that they never fail, 
when really believed, to ſtrike the inmoſt iprings of a N 
tion, with the moſt . commanding ene The man 

who lives in the exerciſe of this faith of the Son of 1 
God, may truly ſay, I through the lau am dead ip the 4 
law, \that 7 might - live unto hwy the *holineſs of 8 
bis ene will clearly nen LIFE, ef bie 
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